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Appendix A1: CASJE ECE Study
Research Questions, Related
Hypotheses and Data Collection
Approaches
Research Questions and Data Collection Sources
Research Question
Define and Measure Engagement
1. How is Jewish engagement understood by
different stakeholders? Are there common
themes identified as encompassing Jewish
engagement?

Data Collection Source and Methodology

46 key informant interviews with stakeholder
groups: millennial parents with young children;
CASJE Board Members; Jewish ECE Directors and
staff nationwide; Federation
FWYC staff; Jewish social science researchers;
Experts on interfaith families.
2. How has Jewish engagement been
Comprehensive literature review of previous
conceptualized in previous research and
studies on Jewish engagement and Jewish ECE;
practice?
reconcile information from the literature review
with
themes identified from stakeholder interviews.
3. What are the options for measuring Jewish
Content analysis of survey items reflective of
engagement among families? What are the
constructs identified in RQ1 and RQ2. Identify
options for measuring engagement from the
need for any measure(s)/item development to
point of view of Jewish ECE professionals?
cover critical
sub-domains of “engagement.
A Focus on Jewish ECE and Early Engagement Programs and Staff
4. What are some model programs/practices
Visits to three exemplary ECE centers and
within Jewish ECE centers and early engagement interviews with staff and parents from three early
programs that encourage enrollment and foster
engagement programs in the three target
Jewish engagement?
communities – one of each in Chicago, one of
each in Washington, and one of each in Seattle –
for a total of three (3) ECE program case studies.
Within each community, visits to early
engagement programs (two (2) in person and one
(1) virtually) for a total of three (3) early
engagement program case studies.
5. To what extent, and in what ways, do Jewish
Key informant interviews (i.e.,
ECE centers and early engagement programs see Directors/Principals, key staff members) in three
the broader engagement of families as part of
target communities and focus groups with
their mission? Are there barriers to implementing parents of enrolled children (to be collected
6

Research Question
the Jewish ECE center’s or early engagement
program’s engagement goals? What is the role of
the ECE center or early engagement program in
transitioning families to wider Jewish
engagement?
A Focus on Families
6. What are the pathways into ECE, and
trajectories post-ECE choices for Jewish families?
Does this vary by what the community has to
offer?

7. Does Jewish engagement change after a year?
Does this vary by initial “engagement” status?
Does being in Jewish ECE make a difference on
intent/subsequent choices?

8. What are the facilitators and barriers to postECE Jewish engagement? For those with children
in Jewish ECE, what kinds of opportunities are
being provided for parents to bond with one
another, and in what ways, if any, does this lead
families to participate in
Jewish activities, with their peer groups or
without, after they leave the ECE programs?
9. What is the effect of Jewish ECE on post-ECE
Jewish engagement?

Data Collection Source and Methodology
during the six program visits mentioned in RQ4).
Document review of mission statements, lesson
plans, etc. of programs. Interviews with up to six
(6) additional Jewish ECE center Directors in each
of the three communities.
Scan of community offerings in terms of
programs for prenatal/post-partum parents.
Data from 2 focus groups with parents in the two
of the target communities.
Survey of Jewish families with a child up to age
5. Latent Class Analysis to identify profiles of
engagement at Time 1.
Same data source as RQ6. Examine associations
between self-reported facilitators and barriers at
Time 1 to “engagement profile” at Time 21
Examine community-level factors as predictors
of Time 2 “engagement.” Examine retrospective
data on connection with Jewish activities before
the birth of the first child and “engagement” at
Time 1 and Time 2, as well as stability/change in
engagement from Time 1 to Time 2.
Data from focus groups with parents in two of
the target communities.

Same data source as RQ6. Propensity score
matching of families who are in Jewish ECE with
those who are not. Latent transition analysis to
examine stability and change in “engagement
profile” from Time 1 to Time 2 as moderated by
enrollment in Jewish ECE, and controlling for
other factors (e.g., community,
etc.).

1

The research team looked at retrospective information for Time 1 and concurrent information for Time 2 within a
single data collection time point. Further fielding of this parent survey could provide additional longitudinal data.
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Hypotheses
Defining and Measuring Jewish Engagement
1. We expect that the construct of Jewish Engagement will be multidimensional, encompassing at
least three factors identified in past research on engagement: home practice, Jewish
institutional attachment, and connection/interaction with other Jewish families.
2. We expect that engagement falls along a continuum. Although some families may be
characterized as “low” or “high” on engagement in Jewish life, there will be variability in level of
engagement within a population at any point in time, and within an individual family over time.
3. We expect that individual Jewish families will vary in their level of engagement across the subdimensions of engagement. For example, while some families may be “low” on all dimensions of
engagement (e.g., home practice, Jewish institutional attachment, interaction with other Jewish
families, etc.), there are likely other families who are characterized by “low” home practice but
“high” Jewish institutional attachment, for example. As a result, we expect to find several
different “profiles of engagement” among Jewish families.

Association between Jewish ECE and Jewish Engagement: A Focus on Jewish ECE
and Early Engagement Programs and Staff
1. The orientation of the director of a Jewish ECE determines the degree of focus on families rather
than just children with regard to Jewish engagement.
2. The ratio of Jewish to secular staff will have an effect on the level of Jewish engagement
activities within the Jewish ECE center.
3. The percent of Jewish students enrolled in the Jewish ECE program will have an effect on the
level of Jewish engagement activities within the Jewish ECE center.
4. Access and utilization of resources provided by national umbrella organizations and community
organizations will have an influence on the level of Jewish engagement activities within the
Jewish ECE center.
5. Families who participate in Jewish ECE programs that see the broader engagement of families as
part of their mission will be more engaged overall, and as a result of exposure to these
programs.

Association between Jewish ECE and Jewish Engagement: A Focus on Families
1. The “less engaged” the Jewish family is prior to or at the beginning of ECE enrollment, the more
their ECE choices mirror the choices of the general population.
2. Exposure to Jewish ECE will have a larger influence on Jewish engagement long-term among
those Jewish families who are initially “less engaged” than those who are initially “more
engaged,” net other factors.
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Appendix A2: Detailed Methods for
Each Data Collection Approach
Study Overview
The purpose of the project “Exploring the Associations between Jewish Early Care and Education and
Jewish Engagement: Research to Inform Practice,” or the CASJE Early Care and Education (ECE) study, is
to explore how involvement in Jewish ECE and early engagement programs can contribute to increased
engagement in Jewish life. The study has three primary components addressed in three phases: defining
and measuring Jewish engagement, a focus on Jewish ECE and early engagement programs and staff,
and a focus on Jewish families and their experiences with ECE and Jewish life. Each phase has its own
corresponding set of research questions. The three study phases are discussed in depth below, including
summaries of the methodologies used within each phase. More details on specific methodologies can be
found within each report in Appendices B and C.

Phase 1: Defining and measuring Jewish engagement
Phase 1 research questions
In the first year of the study the research team conducted conceptual and measurement work around
the construct of “Jewish engagement,” with a specific focus on families with young children. Research
questions included:
1. How is Jewish engagement understood by different stakeholders? Are there common themes
identified as encompassing Jewish engagement?
2. How has Jewish engagement been conceptualized in previous research and practice?
3. What are the options for measuring Jewish engagement among families? What are the options
for measuring engagement from the point of view of Jewish ECE professionals?

Phase 1 methodology
Literature Review. To understand how Jewish engagement has been conceptualized in previous research
and practice, the research team conducted a literature review that examined existing research on
Jewish engagement in families with young children. The team conducted the review using the following
search engines: Academic Search Complete, ERIC (Education Resources Information Center), the Berman
Jewish Policy Archive, and PSYCinfo. In addition, we reviewed recent reports that professionals in the
fields of Jewish education and Jewish family engagement sent us. We began with a broad literature
search using the terms Jewish, early childhood, Jewish family engagement, family engagement, parent,
engagement, involvement, preschool, interfaith, and religious continuity. Our search focused primarily
on articles related to Jewish family engagement of families with preschool-aged children published in
2000 or later. Thus, the majority of studies included in this review focus on parents of preschool-aged
children. Works on engagement of other populations were included when deemed relevant to the goal
of this review. It should be noted, however, that our review of literature on other populations is not
exhaustive.
9

After applying our selection criteria, which included a focus primarily on articles published in the year
2000 or later related to Jewish engagement of families with preschool-aged children (i.e., children age 3
to 5 and not yet in kindergarten) and excluded articles with less relevant topics and articles from the
popular press, 41 documents remained for inclusion in this literature review. Of the 41 studies that
comprise this literature review, 12 studies focus on families with children ages 3 to 5; 12 studies focus
on families with children birth to age 2; 10 studies focus on interfaith families; 5 studies focus on
participants in trips to Israel; and 1 study each focuses on young adults and camp alumni.
Survey Item Analysis. A second research activity in this study phase was a content analysis of extant
survey items that was conducted in order to understand how Jewish engagement has been studied by
program staff and evaluators and scholars in the field. A total of 1,221 survey items (800 from the
Berman Jewish Policy Archive's Jewish Survey Question Bank and 481 from surveys identified by our
literature review) were subjected to a content analysis by researchers with competency in Jewish
culture; 25% of the items were double-coded to examine inter-rater reliability.
Key Informant Interviews. During May to August 2017, the research team interviewed 44 Jewish
professionals and 10 Jewish parents with young children to gain an understanding of what Jewish
engagement means for families with young children and what elements should be included when
assessing the impact of various programs and educational experiences on the Jewish engagement of
families with young children. The interviews each lasted about an hour and were conducted either by
phone, via an online video conference, or in person. The Jewish professionals interviewed included a mix
of Jewish researchers, national Jewish early care and education directors, and experts on interfaith,
Jewish family, and millennial engagement. The parents interviewed were recommended by directors of
Jewish preschools or were referred by parents who had already been interviewed for the study
themselves. Seven parents sent their children to Jewish early care and education programs, and three
did not. All of the parents received a $20 gift card to thank them for their time. The interview transcripts
were then coded for common themes. Thematic codes were developed through an iterative process
that involved three people from the research team. All coders read a selection of the interview
transcripts to develop and review the codes and ensure that they encompassed all of the major themes
that arose in the interviews. The coders then conducted open coding of recurring themes using
Dedoose,2 an online qualitative research and mixed methods application. The coders worked to reach
consensus on the codes by meeting on a regular basis to discuss and revise the codes as needed.

Phase II: A focus on Jewish ECE and early engagement programs and staff
Phase II Research Questions
During the second phase of the study the research team conducted qualitative research on the
association between Jewish ECE, Jewish early engagement programs, and Jewish engagement. Research
questions included:
4. What are some model programs/practices within Jewish ECE centers and early engagement
programs that encourage enrollment in the programs and foster Jewish engagement?
2

See https://www.dedoose.com/
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5. To what extent, and in what ways, do Jewish ECE centers and early engagement programs see
the broader engagement of families as part of their mission? Are there barriers to implementing
the Jewish ECE center’s or early engagement program’s engagement goals? What is the role of
the ECE center or early engagement program in transitioning families to wider Jewish
engagement?

Phase II methodology
Case Studies. In order to explore research questions 4 and 5, the research team conducted case studies
of one Jewish ECE center and one early engagement program to identify promising practices for
engaging Jewish children and families in each of three target communities: the Chicago, IL metropolitan
area, the Washington, D.C. metropolitan area, and the Seattle, WA metropolitan area. This resulted in
three Jewish ECE case studies and three Jewish early engagement program case studies.
The target communities were chosen after considering various criteria, including the diversity of Jewish
families in the community, the research team’s familiarity with the community, travel expenses, and the
community’s size and Jewish resources. The Chicago area has a large and established Jewish community
with a many Jewish preschools, resources that can support Jewish preschools, and programs for parents
outside of preschools. The Washington, D.C. area has a slightly smaller Jewish community, but still has
many Jewish preschools for families to choose from. Many preschools in the area serve families with
two working parents, so their hours are accommodating to the needs of the community. Seattle’s Jewish
community is less established than Chicago or Washington, D.C., but is growing rapidly and has a variety
of resources available to meet the needs of the growing community.
Case study programs were chosen after careful consideration of the Jewish ECE and early engagement
programs offered the area. The research team held informational calls with several Jewish ECE directors
to get an idea of the ways that they were helping families to engage in Jewish life. The calls also served
as a way to understand their program offerings and their reputation within the community. The
research team then met to discuss the findings from the preliminary calls and consulted with Jewish
Federation staff in each community before making a final decision on the programs to target for the
case studies.
The case studies were conducted during the first half of 2018, and included interviews with program
directors, staff, and families that attended the Jewish ECE and early engagement programs. Program
staff were asked about the background of the program, the families they serve, ways they are
encouraging Jewish engagement among their families, and barriers to Jewish engagement for families
with young children. Parents were asked about their experience with the program, activities they
participate in, and ways that the program is meeting or not meeting their needs.
In addition to the interviews conducted as part of the case studies, the research team also conducted
individual interviews with two to six additional Jewish ECE directors and other administrative staff in
each community in an effort to understand the ways that Jewish ECE programs see the broader
engagement of families as part of their mission. Each director was asked about their program’s mission,
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ways in which their program engages families in Jewish life, and the community of families that attend
their preschool.
Once data collection for the case studies concluded, all of the interviews were transcribed and analyzed.
Excerpts from the Jewish ECE case study and director interviews were coded according to common
themes. The coding process was similar to that used for the key informant interview coding in Phase I of
the study, with all coders reading a selection of the interview transcripts to develop and review the
codes and ensure that they encompassed all of the major themes that arose in the interviews. The
coders then conducted open coding of recurring themes using Dedoose. The coded excerpts were then
analyzed for the study’s final report.3

Phase III: A focus on Jewish families
Phase III Research Questions
The final phase of the CASJE ECE study focuses on Jewish engagement among Jewish parents with young
children. Research questions include:
6. What are the Jewish engagement profiles for Jewish families?
7. Does Jewish engagement change after a year? Does this vary by initial “engagement” status?
Does being in Jewish ECE make a difference to family’s profiles of Jewish Engagement?
8. What are the facilitators and barriers to post-ECE Jewish engagement? For those with children in
Jewish ECE, what kinds of opportunities are being provided for parents to bond with one
another, and in what ways, if any, does this lead families to participate in Jewish activities, with
their peer groups or without, after they leave the ECE programs?
9. What is the effect of Jewish ECE on post-ECE Jewish engagement?

Phase III methodology
Focus groups with parents: To help us understand parents’ experiences with Jewish ECE we conducted
focus groups with parents who send their children to the Jewish ECE programs selected in phase II in
Chicago and Seattle. The questions focused on their experiences with the program and barriers to
engagement as a family with young Jewish children. Four parents participated in the focus group in
Chicago that took place in January 2018, and three in the focus group in Seattle that took place in March
2018. Each parent was given $20 in cash at the end of the focus group as a thank you for their
participation. For more information on the parent focus groups see appendices C2 through C4.
Community Scan. A scan of community offerings in terms of programs for prenatal and post-partum
parents, as well as families with young Jewish children, was also conducted in an effort to understand
the pathways into Jewish ECE and post-ECE choices for families in each community. Data from the focus
groups with parents in Jewish ECE and early engagement programs are also used to better understand
the types of programs that are offered in each community.

3

The Jewish ECE case study reports on the chosen Chicago, Washington, D.C., and Seattle programs can be found
in appendices C2 through C4 in the final report.
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A report of the findings from each of the research activities described above is included as an appendix
in the final report.
Parent Survey. The main research activity conducted in the third phase of the study was an online survey
of Jewish families with a child up to age 5. The survey included a mixture of existing survey questions
and new questions that were developed by the research team for this study. All survey questions, both
new and previously used, where cognitively tested with parents from our target demographic. The
purpose of this activity was to ensure that respondents understood the questions and felt comfortable
and confident answering them. Items were revised based on parents’ feedback, and then tested with
additional parents. New items were based on the work completed as part of phase I of the CASJE ECE
study. An in-depth look at the cognitive testing methodology and findings is available as an index in the
final report. Topics covered by newly developed survey items included children’s educational activities
and early enrichment activities, religious and cultural traditions, views on the meaning of Judaism,
engagement in Jewish home practice and cultural traditions, and demographic information. Jewish
Federation staff, this project’s funders, and other Jewish professionals also reviewed and provided
feedback on the survey questions before the survey was finalized.
The research team worked with Jewish Federation staff to launch the survey in the three target
communities in June 2018 using each Federation’s PJ library listserv. Although the survey was launched
in the three communities, any parent who identified as Jewish or lived with a Jewish adult in the United
States and raising a child age 5 or under was eligible to complete the survey.
The study team also recruited survey respondents through closed Facebook groups, Jewish Community
Center (JCC) listservs, snowball methods (respondents were asked to send the survey link to their friends
with young Jewish children), and the study team’s own personal networks. Respondents who completed
the survey within the first month were entered into a raffle for a $100 Amazon gift card, and
respondents who completed the survey during the second month received a $10 Amazon gift card. The
survey closed in August 2018.
After the survey closed, the data were cleaned and analyzed in Stata and Mplus. Descriptive techniques
were used to address research questions 6, 7, and 8. Propensity score matching (PSM) and Latent
Transition Analysis (LTA) were used to address research question 9. PSM was used to match families 1:1
based on their Jewish and secular ECE enrollment. The goal of this analysis was to help address the
reverse causality in the link between enrollment in Jewish ECE and Jewish engagement. The PSM
analysis aimed to match families on sociodemographic characteristics and early Jewish experiences such
that the only statistical difference between them was their decision to enroll their child in Jewish versus
secular ECE. Families could not be matched on whether the mother and father went to Jewish day
school as children, whether the child attended Jewish early engagement programming, or whether the
respondent works outside of the home. Thus, our sample is matched across demographic and Jewish
characteristics except parents’ Jewish day school attendance, the family’s early enrichment
participation, and whether the respondent works. LTA was then used to identify profiles of Jewish
engagement among parents with young children, and whether profiles change over time and as a
function of enrollment in Jewish ECE. The survey is designed to be longitudinal, with respondents
13

answering the survey two times, 12-months apart. However, we also ask retrospective questions about
Jewish engagement before the birth of the respondent’s first child; we are therefore able to conduct the
LTA with only one wave of data.
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Appendix A3: CASJE ECE Study
Protocols
Key Informant Interviews
Professional Key Informant Interview Protocol
INTRODUCTION
[Welcome:] Hello, may I speak with [NAME]? Hi, my name is ___ and I’m calling from Child
Trends/Brandeis University to learn about your perspective on Jewish engagement for a study we are
conducting for the Consortium for Applied Studies in Jewish Education (CASJE). (______) is also on the
line, to help with note-taking during our call. Is this still a good time for you?
[Purpose:] On this call, we want to learn about your perspectives regarding Jewish engagement with a
particular focus on parents with young children. The intent of this interview and other interviews we
are conducting is to refine and enhance how Jewish engagement is measured when doing research on
families. Please feel free to stop me at any time if the wording of a question doesn't make sense or you
need more information.
[Time and voluntary:] This interview should last approximately 45 minutes to 1 hour. During that time,
I’ll be asking you to respond to a series of questions. Your participation is completely voluntary. You may
skip any questions that you do not feel comfortable answering and can stop the interview at any time.
[Confidentiality:] Also, we are not going to identify you by name in our reports, and your individual
responses will not be shared with anyone outside of the study team. Reports will only describe findings
in general terms. If you agree, the interview will be audio-recorded for the purpose of note-taking.
Recordings will be destroyed once the notes have been cleaned and transcribed.
[Contact:] If you have any questions about the study you may contact the principal investigator –
Tamara Halle – at (240) 223-9234. If you would like to speak with someone else, you can contact the
Child Trends’ Institutional Review Board, a group that reviewed this study for your protection, by mail
(7315 Wisconsin Ave Suite 1200W, Bethesda, MD 20814), by phone (855-288-3506), or via email
(irbparticipant@childtrends.org).
Do you have any questions?
[Request for permission to digitally record:] Before we get started, do we have your permission to
record our conversation?
[Wait to ensure that you receive a verbal YES from the participant before starting the recording.]
And can you affirm that you are willing to participate in this interview?
15

[Wait to ensure that you receive a YES from interviewee.]
[Intro prompt:] We are going to be covering many different topics on today’s call. We will be asking you
about your views regarding Jewish engagement, examples of Jewish engagement that you have
observed among families with young children, and circumstances that you believe enhance or create
barriers to young families’ involvement in Jewish life. If you don’t have much to say in response to a
particular question, a short response is fine. However, if a particular question resonates with you, please
take as much time as you need to answer it.
ABOUT THE INTERVIEWEE
First, I’d like to know a little bit about you.
1. How long have you been working as a Jewish professional?
2. What is your job title, and what do you do?
3. How long have you been in this position? With this organization? In this community?
JEWISH ENGAGEMENT – GENERAL VIEWS
Okay, now, I want to know more about your general thoughts about Jewish Engagement.
4. Is the term Jewish engagement a term that you use regularly, sometimes, rarely, or not at all?
5. Is there a term you prefer to use other than Jewish engagement?
6. Are there any aspects of engagement that are particularly relevant to your organization?
[Note: If the interviewee prefers to use another term, you may use it instead of “Jewish engagement”
throughout the rest of the interview protocol.]
7. How would you define Jewish engagement?
8. In your mind, what are the general characteristics of an engaged Jew?
[Allow respondent to answer freely, but also probe:]
• Public and/or personal behaviors, attitudes, affiliations, identification, etc.
Interviewer: Note whether any of these characteristics are mentioned:
• Identifying publicly as a Jew
• Having Jewish ancestry (parents, grandparents, ancestors)
• Choosing to raise children as Jews
• Referencing history of the Jewish people/Holocaust
• Feeling part of the Jewish people/Jewish peoplehood
• Having Jewish beliefs (separate from Jewish practice)
o about God
o about Jewish ethics or morals
16

•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Engaging in Jewish rituals or practices
o at home during the week or on Shabbat
o at home on Jewish holidays
o with family
o in a synagogue
o in other communal settings
Having meals with other Jews
Involvement with Jewish culture
o cooking and cuisine
o visual arts/theater/books/music
Jewish appearance – clothing, jewelry
Choosing Jewish education for children– pre-school, day school, summer camp, religious school,
college courses, other
Participating in adult Jewish education
Being involved with social justice/repairing the world (tikkun olam)
Connection/interaction with other Jewish families
Connections to Israel
Jewish institutional attachment
o Connections with synagogues
o Connections with JCCs
o Connection with informal Jewish organizations/groups
o Connections with Jewish cultural organizations
o Connections with moral/ethical/political Jewish organizations

9. When you hear someone describe a person as being “on the periphery (or margins) of Jewish
life” what does this mean to you?
10. Do you have another term that you prefer to use to describe this type of person?
[Note: If the interviewee prefers to use another term, you may use it instead of “on the periphery (or
margins) of Jewish life” throughout the rest of the interview protocol.]
11. In your mind, what are the general characteristics of a Jew who is on the periphery (or margins)
of Jewish life?
[Allow the respondent to answer freely, but also probe:]
a. Would you imagine a person “on the periphery of Jewish life” would have Jewish friends
they socialize with?
b. Would you imagine they identify personally as Jewish?
c. Would you imagine they have little or no contact or affiliation with Jewish institutions?
d. Would you imagine they would care about their child’s Jewish education?
12. With respect to Jewish engagement, would you say that Millennials are different than older
generations? If so, how would you describe the differences?
a. [If relevant:] How, if at all, is your organization responding to these differences?
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13. Does Jewish engagement differ depending on whether someone is a parent or not? Please
explain your reasoning.
14. What evidence or data are you using, if any, on which to base your reasoning?
a. [If relevant:] How, if at all, is your organization responding to these differences?
MEASURING JEWISH ENGAGEMENT
Now, I’d like to ask specifically about how Jewish Engagement is measured.
15. Is Jewish engagement something that you or your organization measures or tracks? If so, how?
[Probe to identify particular metrics they use for “engagement” and whether they track separately based
on age, gender, family status, etc.]
16. If you had to pick two or three things that you’d like to see someone who is more “on the
periphery” of Jewish life to do to become more engaged, what would those two or three things
be?
17. Is there some sort of minimum threshold that would distinguish between someone who is
engaged in Jewish life vs. not engaged?
[Probe on each type of threshold:]
• Frequency: number of times they attend Jewish cultural events each year; number of
institutions to which they are affiliated; etc.
• Duration: Consistently have kept kosher their entire lives; attended Jewish summer
camp for 3 or more years, etc.
• Regularity: Attend religious services weekly/monthly; lights Shabbos candles each week,
wears jewelry with a Jewish star every day, etc.
• Intensity/Magnitude: Strong support for Israel, cumulative number of different types of
behaviors/activities, etc. The interviewee may have mentioned several characteristics
of an “engaged Jew” – do all of these characteristics need to be present, or is just one or
two characteristics enough?
JEWISH ENGAGEMENT FOR FAMILIES - SPECIFICS
Okay, now I’d like us to focus on Jewish parents with young children.
18. To what extent does your work put you in direct contact with Jewish parents of young children?
a. [If involved with families with young children] How many years have you been working
with Jewish parents of young children?
19. In your opinion, which family activities or behaviors are the most significant indicators of Jewish
engagement? In other words, what specifically makes a family Jewishly engaged?
[Allow respondent to answer freely, but also probe:]
• Public and/or personal behaviors, attitudes, affiliations, identification, etc.
Interviewer: Note whether any of these characteristics are mentioned:
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

Identifying publicly as a Jew
Having Jewish ancestry (parents, grandparents, ancestors)
Choosing to raise children as Jews
Referencing history of the Jewish people/Holocaust
Feeling part of the Jewish people/Jewish peoplehood
Having Jewish beliefs (separate from Jewish practice)
o about God
o about Jewish ethics or morals
Engaging in Jewish rituals or practices
o at home during the week or on Shabbat
o at home on Jewish holidays
o with family
o in a synagogue
o in other communal settings
Having meals with other Jews
Involvement with Jewish culture
o cooking and cuisine
o visual arts/theater/books/music
Jewish appearance – clothing, jewelry
Choosing Jewish education for children– pre-school, day school, summer camp, religious school,
college courses, other
Participating in adult Jewish education
Being involved with social justice/repairing the world (tikkun olam)
Connection/interaction with other Jewish families
Connections to Israel
Jewish institutional attachment
o Connections with synagogues
o Connections with JCCs
o Connection with informal Jewish organizations/groups
o Connections with Jewish cultural organizations
o Connections with moral/ethical/political Jewish organizations
Family tragedies
World events (i.e., terrorist attacks involving Jews)
Having a child with special needs/ disabilities

20. Is Jewish engagement as a family at home different than Jewish engagement as a family in
communal or social settings? How would you characterize the differences?
21. Have you observed any differences between what families do Jewishly – parents and children
together -- and the what parents do Jewishly separate from their children? Please elaborate.
22. To what extent does your work put you in touch with interfaith families?
23. What are the most significant ways that Jewish engagement seems to differ between interfaith
families and Jewish families in which both parents are Jewish?
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24. What do you observe Jewish families with young children being most concerned about Jewishly?
What’s on their minds these days?
Interviewer: Note whether any of these are mentioned:
• Jewish identity
• Jewish ritual and practice – home practice
• Jewish ritual and practice- communal practice
• Jewish education – pre-school, day school, summer camp, religious school, college courses, other
• Jewish ethics and morals
• Jewish institutional attachment
• Connection/interaction with other Jewish families
• Connection with informal Jewish organizations
• Connections with Jewish cultural organizations
• Connections to Israel – history and customs
• Connections with moral/ethical/political Jewish organizations
• Safety and security
a. In your opinion, to what extent and in what ways do these concerns affect their
engagement in Jewish life, if at all? Please elaborate.
JEWISH ENGAGEMENT – FACILITATORS
Now, I want to switch gears to think about the circumstances that might enhance or facilitate
engagement as you have defined it.
25. Are there particular times in a family's life that you consider to be optimal times or "windows"
for engagement? (Listen for pre-marriage, birth of first child, preschool, etc.) Why do you think
this is the case?
26. Has your organization tried to reach individuals during these "windows"? If so, how?
27. With respect to Jewish engagement, what changes, if anything, when a couple has their first
child?
a. What do they start to do that they didn’t do before? What Jewish activities do they take
on?
28. Besides life cycle events such as getting married or having a child, what specific influences get
families to become more Jewishly engaged?
• [Probe both for specific influences – people (i.e., having Jewish friends), events,
experiences, organization, etc.]
29. Thinking about your work with parents of young children, what behavioral or attitudinal changes
have you observed when they become more involved with Jewish life?
• Listen for: PJ Library, enrollment in Jewish early childhood education, synagogue
participation, informal Jewish settings outside of a synagogue, JCC, Jewish friends, a
specific rabbi/Jewish educator/Jewish role model, grandparents
BARRIERS TO ENGAGEMENT
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Okay! Now, I want to switch gears again to ask about circumstances that might hinder engagement
among Jewish families with young children as you have defined it.
30. In your observations of families with young children, what keeps them from being engaged in
Jewish life?
31. What, in your opinion, are the biggest barriers for engaging families with young children?
• Listen for: Time, age of children, ideology, cost, geography, availability of secular
programs, insensitivity to interfaith families, quality of Jewish programs in comparison
with secular programs, new to the area, lack to friends/community, concerns about
judgement due to being unfamiliar with Judaism or not speaking Hebrew.
32. What challenges does your organization face in engaging Jewish parents with young children?
33. Do you have any other thoughts about what defines Jewish engagement that you haven’t
mentioned yet?
34. Is there any literature or research that you would recommend we look at to understand this
topic further?
DEMOGRAPHIC QUESTIONS
This final set of questions is to get a little more background on you to help us summarize our findings
across all our interviews.
35. What is your gender? (male, female, other)
36. How old are you? (RECORD EXACT AGE BUT THEN ALSO NOTE CATEGORY: 18-29, 30-39, 40-49,
etc.)
37. What is the highest level of schooling you have completed? (less than high school diploma, high
school diploma or equivalent, some college or technical school, associate or technical degree,
bachelor’s degree, master’s degree, doctorate or professional degree, other)
38. With which branch of Judaism do you currently identify, if any? (Orthodox, Conservative,
Reconstructionist, Reform, Renewal, Secular/Culturally Jewish, Just Jewish, Other)
(FOR DIRECTORS OF ECE ONLY) RECRUITMENT OF PARENTS:
Now, in addition to speaking with you, we are also hoping to speak with Jewish families with young
children who may have become more Jewishly involved since their child started attending Jewish
preschool. We would greatly appreciate if you could refer us to two families who fit this description
whom you think might be interested in sharing their thoughts with us about their Jewish life. Could you
share the names and email addresses of two such families? We will contact them via email about this
opportunity. There is no obligation to participate in the interview, but if they do, we will give them a gift
card as thanks for their participation.
[WRITE DOWN NAME AND EMAIL ADDRESSES: _______________________________________]
Thank you so much for your time in helping us to answer these questions!
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Parent Key Informant Interview Protocol
INTRODUCTION
Hello, may I speak with [NAME]? Hi, my name is ___ and I'm calling from Child Trends/Brandeis
University to learn about your perspective on Jewish family life for a study we are conducting for the
Consortium for Applied Studies in Jewish Education (CASJE). (______) is also on the line, to help with
note-taking during our call. Is this still a good time for you?
[Purpose:] On this call, we want to learn about your thoughts and experiences of Jewish family life. Your
perspective as a parent of young children is very valuable. Please feel free to stop me at any time if
the wording of a question doesn't make sense or if you need more information.
[Time:] This interview should last approximately 45 minutes to 1 hour. During that time, we’ll be asking
you to respond to a series of questions.
[Voluntary:] This interview is completely voluntary, and you may skip any questions that you don’t feel
comfortable answering and can stop the interview at any time.
[Confidentiality:] Also, we are not going to identify you by name in our reports, and your individual
responses will not be shared with anyone outside of the study team. Reports will only describe findings
in general terms. If you agree, the interview will be audio-recorded but only for the purpose of notetaking. Recordings will be destroyed once the notes have been cleaned and transcribed.
[Contact:] If you have any questions about the study you may contact the principal investigator of the
study – Tamara Halle – at (240) 223-9234. If you would like to speak with someone else, you can contact
the Child Trends’ Institutional Review Board, a group that reviewed this study for your protection, by
mail (7315 Wisconsin Ave Suite 1200W, Bethesda, MD 20814), by phone (855-288-3506), or via email
(irbparticipant@childtrends.org).
Do you have any questions about this interview before we begin?
[Request for permission to digitally record:] Before we get started, do we have your permission to
record our conversation?
[Wait to ensure that you receive a verbal YES from the participant before starting the recording.]
And can you affirm that you are willing to participate in this interview?
[Wait to ensure that you receive a YES from interviewee.]
[Intro prompt:] We are going to cover a few different topics on today’s call. I'll ask you to reflect on
your Jewish life before you had kids; to tell me about what your Jewish family life is like today; and to
think a little bit about what kinds of things make it easier to raise a Jewish family and what kinds of
things make it harder. First, however, I’d like to know some of the basics about you and your family.
[Respondents are pre-screened so there is no need for further screening at this point.]
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1. How many children do you have and how old are they?
BEFORE KIDS
I'd like you to think back to the time before you had children and tell me a little bit about your Jewish life
then. Before you had children, what did you (and your partner, if relevant) do to take part in Jewish life?
[Allow respondent to answer freely, but can also prompt with:]
2. Did you take part in Jewish holiday celebrations with family or friends? If so, which holidays?
3. Did you attend services at a temple, synagogue, or minyan? If so, what type of temple,
synagogue or prayer group?
4. Did you belong to any Jewish organizations or groups? If so, which ones?
5. Did you attend Jewish or Israeli cultural activities or events? If so, which ones?
6. Were most of these activities things that you and your partner did together, or were they things
that you did as individuals?
7. Would you say that many of the friends with whom you socialized at that point in your lives
were Jewish?
8. What did you generally do with friends at that time in your life?
[Allow respondent to answer freely, but can also prompt with:]
a. Did your time with friends ever have a specific Jewish focus? Tell me more about that.
9. At that time, were you as involved in Jewish life as you wanted to be?
a. [If no:] What do you think kept you from being more involved?
AFTER KIDS
Now I want to switch gears and talk about what happened after you became parents.
10. Has your Jewish life changed since becoming a parent? In what specific ways did it change?
11. Were these changes expected or unexpected? Were they things you were hoping would
happen?
12. Since becoming parents, what does your family do to take part in Jewish life?
[Allow respondent to answer freely, but can also prompt with:]
a. Do you take part in Jewish holiday celebrations with family or friends? If so, which
holidays?
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b. Do you attend services at a temple, synagogue, or minyan? If so, what type of temple,
synagogue or prayer group?
c. Do you belong to any Jewish organizations or groups? If so, which ones?
d. Do you attend Jewish or Israeli cultural activities or events? If so, which ones?
e. Do you spend more time socially with other Jewish families than you did before?
13. Are most of these activities things you do together as a family, or separately?
14. If you had to pick one thing that makes you feel most Jewish as a family, what would that be?
a. How often do you get to do that?
15. If you had to pick one thing that you do individually that makes you feel most Jewish, what
would that be?
a. How often do you get to do that?
16. Is your family's Jewish life expressed mainly through your children, or do you and your
spouse/partner experience Jewish life in ways that do not include your children?
17. Do any of your children attend a Jewish preschool, playgroup, or other program for young
children?
[If yes, follow up with the following questions:]
a. Which type of program?
b. When did you begin to think about sending your children to that program?
c. Was that program something you wanted for your children from the start?
d. How did you make the choice?
e. What do you think your children gain from taking part in that program?
f. What, if anything, does your family gain?
[If no, follow up with the following questions:]
a. Did you ever consider sending your children to a Jewish preschool, playgroup, or other
program? Why or why not?
[Ask parents with school-age children:]
18. Do any of your children attend a Jewish educational program such as day school, Hebrew
school, congregational school, or Sunday school?
[If yes, follow up with the following questions:]
a. Which type of program?
b. When did you begin to think about sending your children to that program?
c. Was that program something you wanted for your children from the start?
d. How did you make the choice?
e. What do you think your children gain from taking part in that program?
f. What, if anything, does your family gain?
g. Through what age or grade do you think your children will continue in this program?
[If no, follow up with the following questions:]
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a. Did you ever consider sending your children to day school, Hebrew school, congregational
school, or Sunday school? Why or why not?
[Ask parents with school-age children]
19. Do any of your children participate in other organized Jewish youth programs, such as Jewish
youth groups, Jewish day camp or sleep away camp, or other activities?
[If yes, follow up with the following questions:]
a. Which type of program?
b. When did you begin to think about sending your children to that program?
c. Was that program something you wanted for your children from the start?
d. How did you make the choice?
e. What do you think your children gain from taking part in that program?
f. What, if anything, does your family gain?
g. Through what age or grade do you think your children will continue in this program?
[If no, follow up with the following questions:]
a. Did you ever consider sending your children to Jewish youth groups, day camp or sleep away
camp? Why or why not?
b. What types of formal or informal Jewish educational programs, if any, would interest you
for your children in the future?
[Ask respondents who do not have school-age children]
20. As your children get older, do you think they will attend a Jewish educational program such as
day school, Hebrew school, congregational school, or Sunday school?
a. [If yes] Which programs are you considering?
b. [If no] Why not?
[Ask respondents who do not have school-age children]
21. As your children get older, do you think they will participate in other organized Jewish youth
programs, such as Jewish youth groups, Jewish day camp or sleep away camp, or other
activities?
a. [If yes] Which programs are you considering?
b. [If no] Why not?
22. Now I have a few questions for you about your friendships since becoming a parent. Do you
usually socialize as a family -- that is, with your children and your friends' children -- or just as
adults?
23. Have you developed new friendships since becoming a parent?
a. [If yes] Are any of your new friendships with other Jewish families?
b. [If yes] Does your time together ever have a specific Jewish focus? Tell me more about
that.
i. [If yes] What sorts of activities do you do together as Jewish families?
FACILITATORS OF JEWISH LIFE
Next, I want to ask you to consider what kinds of things bring you and your family closer to Jewish life.
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24. In your opinion, what activities, organizations, or other influences help you and your family
connect to Judaism?
25. What, if anything, have you done or experienced as a family recently that enhanced your
family’s Jewish life?
26. What, if anything, have you done or experienced recently just with your spouse/partner that
enhanced your family’s Jewish life?
27. What, if anything, have you done or experienced recently as an individual, without your
spouse/partner or your children, that enhanced your own, personal Jewish life?
28. Can you think of an individual, organization, or event that has had a particularly strong impact
on your family's Jewish life?
a. [If individual] What was that person's role? What did he or she do to help you feel
connected?
b. [If organization] Were there particular programs or activities offered by this
organization that helped you feel connected? What were those programs like?
(frequency, time of day, structure, number of family members involved)
29. In what ways do you think Jewish organizations can better involve families of all backgrounds in
Jewish life?
a. [If event] What about that event made you feel more connected?
BARRIERS TO JEWISH LIFE
Now I want to switch gears again to ask about circumstances that might make it harder for you and your
family to take part in Jewish life.
30. Are you currently as involved in Jewish life as you want to be as a family?
a. [If no] What keeps your family from being more Jewishly involved?
• Listen for specifics: time, age of participants, ideological differences, cost, location.
31. Apart from your involvement as a family, are you and your partner currently as involved in
Jewish life as you want to be as individuals, and as a couple?
a. [If no] In addition to your responsibilities as parents, what keeps you from being more
involved as individuals or as a couple?
32. Has anything ever happened to you or to your family that “turned you off” to Jewish life?
a. [If yes] What happened and what effect did it have?
33. Have you ever seen a flyer or advertisement for a Jewish event and thought to yourself, "I'd love
to bring my family to that, but..." [ask respondent to finish the sentence]
34. Have you ever seen a flyer or advertisement for a Jewish event and thought to yourself, "Wow,
that's clearly not for us!" If so, Why?
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JEWISH ENGAGEMENT – GENERAL VIEWS
35. How would you define Jewish engagement?
36. In your mind, what are the general characteristics of an engaged Jew?
CONCLUSION
37. Do you see your family's Jewish life changing in the future as your children grow older?
a. [If yes] In what ways?
38. Do you have any other thoughts about Jewish family life that we haven’t yet covered?
DEMOGRAPHIC QUESTIONS
This final set of questions is to get a little more background on you and your family to help us summarize
our findings across all our interviews.
39. What is your gender? (male, female, other)
40. How old are you? (RECORD EXACT AGE BUT THEN ALSO NOTE CATEGORY: 18-29, 30-39, 40-49,
etc.)
41. What is the highest level of schooling you have completed? (less than high school diploma, high
school diploma or equivalent, some college or technical school, associate or technical degree,
bachelor’s degree, master’s degree, doctorate or professional degree, other)
42. What is your religion, if any? (Jewish, Jewish and something else, Catholic, Protestant, Baptist,
Christian, Mormon, Buddhist, Hindu, Muslim, Atheist, Agnostic, Other)
a. If “Jewish and something else”: What is the other religion?
b. If “Other”: What is the other religion?
43. Aside from religion, do you consider yourself Jewish? (Yes/No)
44. Were you raised: Jewish, Jewish and something else, no religion, other religion
a. If “Jewish and something else”: What is the other religion?
b. If “Other”: What is the other religion?
45. Did you have a formal conversion to Judaism? (Yes/No)
46. With which branch of Judaism do you currently identify, if any? (Orthodox, Conservative,
Reconstructionist, Reform, Renewal, Secular/Culturally Jewish, Just Jewish, Other)
Thank you so much for your time in helping us to answer these questions! I will be following up with an
email to share your gift card with you.
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SNOWBALL RECRUITMENT (if applicable):
Now, as you know, we contacted you through a referral from [NAME OF PRESCHOOL DIRECTOR]. We
are also hoping to speak with Jewish families like yourself but whose children do not attend Jewish
preschool. We would greatly appreciate if you could refer us to two friends who fit this description
whom you think might be interested in sharing their thoughts with us about their Jewish life. Could you
share the names and email addresses of two such friends? We will contact them via email about this
opportunity, just as we contacted you. There is no obligation to participate in the interview, but if they
do, they will get a gift card as thanks for their participation, just like you.
[WRITE DOWN NAME AND EMAIL ADDRESSES: _______________________________________]
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Cognitive Interview Protocol
WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION SCRIPT
Thank you for agreeing with talk with us again. As you may remember from our first meeting, our
conversation today will help us with a survey that explores how Jewish early childhood education can
serve as a gateway for deeper and more sustained involvement in Jewish life. Below are 5 items that
may be added to the survey and we would like to know how you as a respondent will interpret these
items. Remember, you are not being tested; we want you to tell us what you think about the items.
While you are responding to these items, I would like you to read out loud everything that you would be
reading to yourself if you were completing the survey by yourself at home. I’d also like you to “think
aloud” as you answer the questions. Hearing you talk about how you figure out your answers to the
questions will help me understand how to make the survey better.

Probe Bank:
[Use the following probe bank to encourage the R to think aloud.]
• Please keep talking.
• Tell me what you are thinking.
• How did you arrive at your answer?
• Can you tell me more about that?
• How did you choose [answer] for that one?
• [If you pick up on a visual cue like a furrowed brow or a puzzled look]: Tell me what you are
thinking right now.
• [If you pick up on a visual cue that indicates confusion like going to previous pages or rereading
instructions]: “Tell me what just happened. Tell me about what you were just doing.” [In
response to R actions or comments]:
QUESTION-BY-QUESTION FOLLOW-UP
Now we’re ready to begin.
Remember that I’d like you to talk aloud while you are thinking of your answer and decide on your
answer. Also, remember to please, read aloud anything you would have read to yourself if I were not
here.
Remember that I am very interested in hearing you talk about what you are thinking about, as you figure
out your answers to the questions.
Item

1

Question

Answer
options

Probe for parent being
interviewed

To what extent do you:
a. Feel Judaism adds meaning to
your life

Not at all
Somewhat
A little

When you read “significant”
what do you think? [probe for
personally/spiritually
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Item

Question

b. Feel Judaism enhances your
life?
c. Feel Judaism is significant in
your life?
d. Feel being Jewish is part of your
daily life?

2

On a scale of 1-10 (1 = not at all
engaged, 10 = highly engaged), how
would you rate your engagement in
Jewish life?

Answer
options

Probe for parent being
interviewed

Very much

significant versus significant
because it’s a source of
discrimination]
Do these four items address
different ways you think about
Judaism? Are there items that
you think are asking the same
thing?

1-10

[If needed] What were you
thinking of as you answered
each subitem?
What kind of engagement are
you thinking about when you
read this? [If needed] For
example, organizational/
institutional versus personal.
How did you select your
answer to this question?
Alternative response options:
Not at all
Not too much
Somewhat
Very much
OR
Not at all
Not very
Somewhat
Very
Not sure

3

Thinking about what you want to
transmit to your child/children about
being Jewish, please indicate how

Essential
Important but
not essential

What were you thinking of as
you answered each subitem?
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Item

Question

Answer
options

Probe for parent being
interviewed

important the following concepts are
(please check one box per row):
a. Being Jewish is a matter of
culture.
b. Being Jewish is a matter of
ethnicity.
c. Being Jewish is a matter of
religion.
d. Being Jewish provides an ethical
roadmap for living one’s life.

Not essential

Is there another way you
would word this question?
Alternative response options:
Not at all
Not too much
Somewhat
Very much
OR
Not at all important
Not very important
Somewhat important
Very important
Not sure

4

Of the items you marked “essential”
which is the most important to transmit
to your child/children about being
Jewish?

5

On a scale of 1 to 10, with 1 being not at
all confident and 10 being extremely
confident, how confident are you that:
a. You know about Jewish programs
specifically for families with young
children in your community?

Being Jewish is
a matter of
culture.
Being Jewish is
a matter of
ethnicity.
Being Jewish is
a matter of
religion.
Being Jewish
provides an
ethical
roadmap for
living one’s
life.
1-10

Do you feel you can pick one?
Are these items distinct
enough to choose one as the
most important to transmit?

Alternative phrasing for “in
your community”:
-near you
-near where you live
-within a 20-minute drive of
your home
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Item

Question

b. You know about Jewish programs
of all types offered in your
community?

Answer
options

Probe for parent being
interviewed
We are trying to understand
parents’ awareness of
programming in their
geographic area, but we used
the term community. Here’s
an item you’ve already
answered with the word
community:
How important is it to you that
your family is part of a Jewish
community?
a. Not at all important
b. Not very important
c. Somewhat important
d. Very important
e. Not sure
How did you interpret
community then? Did it differ
from the way you interpreted
in this item?
Would you prefer the
following answer options:
To a great extent
Somewhat
A little
Not at all
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Early Care and Education (ECE) Program Case Study Protocols
ECE Parent Focus Group Guide
INTRODUCTION
[Welcome] Welcome everyone, and thank you for taking the time to meet with us. My name is [NAME
OF RESEARCHER] and I'm a [POSITION] at Child Trends, a social science research firm/Brandeis
University. [NAME OF ASSISTANT], with Child Trends is here to help with note-taking during this
discussion.
[Purpose] This focus group is part of a study we are conducting for the Consortium for Applied Studies in
Jewish Education, known by the acronym CASJE. As part of this study, we are visiting and learning about
several early childhood programs in your community. Specifically, we want to learn about your thoughts
and experiences as parents of children at [NAME OF ECE PROGRAM]. There are no right or wrong
answers – please tell us what you really think. Also, please feel free to stop me at any time if the
wording of a question doesn't make sense or if you need more information.
[Consent] I would now like to turn your attention to the consent forms that I’ve handed you. Please read
through them and let us know if you have any questions, and if you do not have any questions, please
sign on the back. We will also go over some of what is covered in the consent forms in a few minutes,
and you will be a given a copy of this form to keep. [Let participants read forms, assistant collects them
and hands participants a blank copy]
[Time] This focus group should last approximately 90 minutes. We will end promptly at [TIME]. During
our time together, we’ll be asking you to respond to a series of questions.
[Compensation] As a thank you for your time, you will receive a $20 cash incentive.
[Voluntary] This focus group is completely voluntary, and you may choose to not answer any questions
that you don’t feel comfortable answering and can leave the focus group at any time.
[Confidentiality] Your individual responses will not be shared with anyone outside of the study team.
We may use quotes that we hear during this discussion in study reports, but we will not identify you by
name or any other identifying information. Reports will describe findings in general terms. If you all
agree, the focus group will be audio-recorded but only for the purpose of note-taking. Recordings will be
destroyed once the notes have been cleaned and transcribed.
[Contact] If you have any questions about the study you may contact the principal investigator of the
study – Tamara Halle her information is on the consent form, and I have her business card here if
anyone would like to take one with them. [Have Tamara’s business cards handy to give out to parents,
as needed.]
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[Ground Rules] I want to mention a few things that will make the group run more smoothly:
• Only one person at a time should talk so we can really hear what each person has to say.
• The bathroom is [DESCRIBE LOCATION]. Please feel free to get up anytime.
• Help yourself to refreshments.
• Please put your phone on vibrate. If there is an important call, for example from your sitter,
please step outside to speak.
Do you have any questions about this focus group before we begin?
[Request for permission to digitally record] Before we get started, do we have your permission to
record our conversation?
[Wait to ensure that you receive a verbal YES from each participant before starting the recording.]
And can you affirm that you are all willing to participate in this focus group?
[Wait to ensure that you receive a YES from interviewee.]
1. Let’s start by going around the room and introducing ourselves. Please tell us your name and a
little bit about your children and family. What are their ages? What is the cutest thing one of
your children did this week?
2. What were some of the factors you considered in your choosing an early childhood program for
your child?
3.

How did you come to choose this program? What led you here?
a. Did you look into other programs? If so, how many? Did any of them not have Jewish
sponsorship?
b. What were the most important considerations when making the final choice?

4. Overall, what are your impressions of this program? The teachers? The director?
a. Do you and/or your child have a particularly positive relationship with a member of this
programs’ staff? If so, who?
5. Other than coming to the early childhood program for drop-off or pickup, are you involved in
any way with this program? What type of involvement?
a. [If interviewing parents of students at an ECE program] Does the school have a Parent
Advisory Group? Do you participate in it? What are some of the things the Advisory
Group addresses?
b. Does the program offer parenting workshops or classes? If so, what topics? Have you
participated in any of these classes?
c. [If interviewing parents of students at an ECE program] Does this school have parent
representation on its board of directors?
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6. Can you describe to me a memorable activity or event that you participated in at your child’s
early childhood program? What made it memorable?
7. If a friend asked you to choose two or three ways that this program has had a positive impact on
your child, what would you tell your friend?
8. What are your impressions of the Jewish aspects of this program? What are the Jewish aspects
of this program that are your favorites?
9. How, if at all, has this program affected your child’s Jewish identity?
10. How, if at all, has your child’s Jewish early care and education experience made a difference in
your family’s Jewish life?
a. What was your family’s Jewish life like before your child enrolled in this program?
b. Is your family’s Jewish life different since your child enrolled? If so, how?
c. Can you point to something specific that the program does that has had an impact on
your family’s Jewish life?
11. On a scale of 1 to 10, with 10 being the highest on the scale, how involved was your family are in
Jewish life when your first child entered this program? What about now?
12. What specific Jewish activities do you do as a family? In other words, what, if anything, are you
and your spouse/partner doing with your children that has a Jewish “flavor,” either at home or
away from home?
a. Which of these Jewish activities, if any, did you learn about (or get introduced to)
through your child’s early childhood program?
13. What, if anything, gets in the way of doing more Jewish activities as a family?
14. Have you made new friends with any other parents with children in this program? What, if
anything, did the program do to help facilitate these friendships? Is it important for you to
socialize with other families that are Jewish or interfaith?
15. Have you given any thought to what your family will continue to do that is Jewish after your
child leaves this program and [if interviewing parent at an ECE program] enters kindergarten?
a. What kind of Jewish upbringing do you plan to give your child?
b. Has your thinking about your family’s Jewish future changed because of your
involvement with this program?
16. Is there anything else we should know about your family’s Jewish experience as it relates to this
program?
Thank you so much for your time and for sharing your thoughts and experiences with us!
[Hand out cash and have them sign a receipt.]
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ECE Director Interview Guide
INTRODUCTION
[Welcome] Thank you for taking the time to meet with us. My name is [NAME OF RESEARCHER] and I'm
a [POSITION] at Child Trends, a social science research firm/Brandeis University. [NAME OF ASSISTANT],
with Child Trends is here to help with note-taking during this discussion.
[Purpose] This interview is part of a study we are conducting for the Consortium for Applied Studies in
Jewish Education, known by the acronym CASJE. As part of this study, we are visiting and learning about
several early childhood programs in your community. Specifically, we want to learn about your thoughts
and experiences as the director of [NAME] early care program. Your perspectives as the leader of a
Jewish early care program are very valuable. There are no right or wrong answers – please tell us what
you really think. Also, please feel free to stop me at any time if the wording of a question doesn't make
sense or if you need more information.
[Consent] I would now like to turn your attention to the consent form that I’ve handed you [or sent you,
if the interview is being conducted by phone]. Please read through it and let us know if you have any
questions, and if you do not have any questions, please sign on the back. We will also go over some of
what is covered in the consent forms in a few minutes, and you will be a given a copy of this form to
keep. [Let participant read forms, assistant collects them and hands participant a blank copy]
[Time] This interview should last approximately 60 minutes. We will end promptly at [TIME]. During our
time together, we’ll be asking you to respond to a series of questions.
[Voluntary] This interview is completely voluntary, and you may choose to not answer any questions
that you don’t feel comfortable answering and stop the interview at any time.
[Confidentiality] Your individual responses will not be shared with anyone outside of the study team.
We may use quotes that we hear during this discussion in study reports, but we will not identify you by
name or any other identifying information. Reports will describe findings in general terms. If you agree,
the interview will be audio-recorded but only for the purpose of note-taking. Recordings will be
destroyed once the notes have been cleaned and transcribed.
[Contact] If you have any questions about the study you may contact the principal investigator of the
study – Tamara Halle- information is on the consent form, and I have her business card here if anyone
would like to take one with them. [Have Tamara’s business cards handy to give out to, as needed.]
Do you have any questions about the interview before we begin?
[Request for permission to digitally record] Before we get started, do we have your permission to
record our conversation?
[Wait to ensure that you receive a verbal YES from the participant before starting the recording.]
And can you affirm that you are all willing to participate in this interview?
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[Wait to ensure that you receive a YES from interviewee.]
[Intro prompt] We are going to cover a few different topics in our discussion today. I'll ask you some
general questions about your program, as well as ask you to reflect on your program activities
promoting Jewish engagement among children, parents, and families.
1. To begin, how long you have been the director of this early childhood program, and what drew
you to this position in the first place? What were you doing previously?
2. How long has this program been in existence?
3. What ages does your program serve?
a. Typically, at what age do children enter your program?
b. How long do children generally stay in your program?
4. What are the hours of your program?
5. How large is your program? How many children do you serve?
a. [If interviewing an ECE center director] What is the typical class size, by age of child?
b. [If interviewing an ECE program director] What is the ratio of teachers to children per
class, by age of child?
6. [If interviewing an ECE center director] Is your program accredited? If so, what agency has
accredited your program?
7. [If interviewing an ECE center director] Does your program participate in your state’s quality
rating and improvement system?
a. If so, where are you in the process of being rated? What rating does your program hold?
8. What proportion of your staff is Jewish?
a. How important is it to employ Jewish staff, and in what capacity?
9. Do staff members tend to stay with you a long time?
a. What is the longest tenure of your current staff members? In what role/capacity?
10. What professional development opportunities do you offer your staff?
a. Do you require a certain number of hours of professional development per year? If so,
how many?
b. What qualifies as professional development?
c. How do you accommodate professional development amongst your staff? (For example,
do you offer stipends to attend trainings? [If interviewing an ECE program director] Do
you provide substitute teachers?)
11. Does the program have a Parent Advisory Group?
a. If so, how many parents participate in it?
b. What are some of the things the Parent Advisory Group addresses?
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12. Does this program have parent representation on its board of directors?
a. Are there other opportunities for parents to be involved in decision-making about the
program?
13. Why do you think parents choose this early care program for their children?
a. What aspects of your program are unique or different that draw parents to you?
b. What aspects of your program are “selling points” for parents?
c. Which other programs in the area do you consider your program’s greatest
“competition”? Why?
14. Tell me about the curricula you use in your program.
a. What are the educational goals you have for children? What do you want them to know
and be able to do once they “graduate”, or leave your program?
15. When it comes to presenting Judaism to the children in your program, how would you
characterize your program’s approach?
16. Can you describe the Jewish content in your programming for children in your program?
a. How, if at all, are parents and other family members included in these activities?
17. Does the program offer parenting workshops or classes?
a. If so, on what topics?
b. If so, how many parents typically participate in these classes?
18. Can you please describe any other activities or events that your program offers specifically for
parents or other family members?
a. What is the goal of your family programming?
b. How often do you offer family activities or events during the year?
If Director answers Q18 saying there is no family programming, skip to Q20:
19. Thinking back to the most successful family program the program offered, what made this
successful?
a. What is your measure of “success” for a family program?
b. What would have made this program even better?
20. What role do you think your early childhood program plays in the engagement of families in
Jewish life?
a. What influence to do you think the teachers/staff and program leadership have on
families’ Jewish engagement or practice? Can you provide me with a few examples?
b. What influence would you like to have on how Jewishly engaged families are?
21. How, if at all, do you measure the growth of Jewish engagement of families with children
enrolled in your program?
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22. What kinds of opportunities, if any, do you offer for parents with children in the program to
meet and get to know each other?
d. What works for parents to meet each other? Formally or informally?
e. What is less successful?
23. In what ways, if any, do you promote Jewish home observance for your families?
a. What changes, if any, have you noticed in families’ home observance once their child
starts attending you program? Can you provide me with a few examples?
24. What kinds of things, if any, do you do to encourage families to participate in other Jewish
organizations in the community?
a. Are parents receptive to this?
b. What Jewish organizations interest them the most?
c. Do you have any evidence that parents increase their engagement in other Jewish
organizations based on their child’s attending your program? Can you provide me with
a few examples?
25. On a scale of 1 to 10, with 10 being the highest on the scale, how involved do you think your
families are in Jewish life when they first enter your program? What about when they exit your
program?
a. What kinds of Jewish activities do they typically do?
b. What do you think makes it easier for families to be involved in Jewish life?
c. What makes it harder?
26. To what extent do you have contact with families after their children graduate?
27. For those you do have contact with, do you see families staying involved in Jewish life and
education once their child graduates from this program?
a. What kinds of Jewish education, programs or activities do they typically access?
b. Are these programs readily available in your community?
c. How easy is it for parents to access these programs?
d. Do parents who started out more involved when they enrolled their child here, stay
more involved after they leave? Why do you think this is?
e. Do parents who started out less involved when they enrolled their child here, stay more
involved after they leave? Why do you think this is?
28. Do you have any other thoughts about the influence of this early childhood program on your
families’ Jewish life that we haven’t yet covered?
Thank you so much for your time in helping us to answer these questions!
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ECE Teacher/Staff Focus Group Guide
INTRODUCTION
[Welcome] Welcome everyone, and thank you for taking the time to meet with us. My name is [NAME
OF RESEARCHER] and I'm a [POSITION] at Child Trends, a social science research firm/Brandeis
University. [NAME OF ASSISTANT], with Child Trends is here to help with note-taking during this
discussion.
[Purpose] This focus group is part of a study we are conducting for the Consortium for Applied Studies in
Jewish Education, known by the acronym CASJE. As part of this study, we are visiting and learning about
several early childhood programs in your community. Specifically, we want to learn about your thoughts
and experiences as teachers/staff at [NAME] early childhood program. Your perspectives as
teachers/staff in a Jewish early childhood program are very valuable. There are no right or wrong
answers – please tell us what you really think. Also, please feel free to stop me at any time if the
wording of a question doesn't make sense or if you need more information.
[Consent] I would now like to turn your attention to the consent forms that I’ve handed you. Please read
through them and let us know if you have any questions, and if you do not have any questions, please
sign on the back. We will also go over some of what is covered in the consent forms in a few minutes,
and you will be a given a copy of this form to keep. [Let participants read forms, assistant collects them
and hands participants a blank copy]
[Time] This focus group should last approximately 90 minutes. We will end promptly at [TIME]. During
our time together, we’ll be asking you to respond to a series of questions.
[Voluntary] This focus group is completely voluntary, and you may choose to not answer any questions
that you don’t feel comfortable answering and can leave the focus group at any time.
[Confidentiality] Your individual responses will not be shared with anyone outside of the study team.
We may use quotes that we hear during this discussion in study reports, but we will not identify you by
name or any other identifying information. Reports will describe findings in general terms. If you all
agree, the focus group will be audio-recorded but only for the purpose of note-taking. Recordings will be
destroyed once the notes have been cleaned and transcribed.
[Contact] If you have any questions about the study you may contact the principal investigator of the
study – Tamara Halle – her information is on the consent form, and I have her business card here if
anyone would like to take one with them. [Have Tamara’s business cards handy to give out to teachers,
as needed.]
[Ground Rules] I want to mention a few things that will make the group run more smoothly:
• Only one person at a time should talk so we can really hear what each person has to say.
• Please feel free to get up to use the bathroom facilities at anytime.
• Help yourself to refreshments.
• Please put your phone on vibrate. If there is an important call, please step outside to speak.
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Do you have any questions about this focus group before we begin?
[Request for permission to digitally record] Before we get started, do we have your permission to
record our conversation?
[Wait to ensure that you receive a verbal YES from each participant before starting the recording.]
And can you affirm that you are all willing to participate in this focus group?
[Wait to ensure that you receive a YES from interviewees.]
2. Let’s start by going around the room and introducing ourselves. Please tell us how long you have
been a teacher/staff member, how long you’ve been at this program, and what drew you to this
position in the first place?
3. Why do you think parents choose this early childhood program for their children?
a. What aspects of your program are unique or different that draw parents to you?
b. What aspects of your program are “selling points” for parents?
4. [If interviewing a teacher] Tell me about the curricula you use in your program.
a. What are the educational goals you have for children? What do you want them to know
and be able to do once they “graduate” from your program?
b. How do you create your lesson plans?
5. Tell me the about the Jewish activities you do with the children [if interviewing a teacher] in
your class.
a. How, if at all, are parents and other family members included in these activities?
b. How comfortable do you feel when you conduct Jewish activities in class?
6. [ If interviewing a teacher] Does the school offer parenting workshops or classes?
a. If so, on what topics?
b. If so, how many parents typically attend the classes?
c. Who, typically, leads such parenting workshops or classes?
7. How often, if at all, does your program offer family programs or events during the year?
a. What is the goal of the family programming?
8. Aside from parenting classes and family events, are there any other things that you do to get
parents involved?
If teacher/staff member responds to Q6 saying there is no family programming. Skip to Q9:
9. Thinking back to the most successful family program the program offered, what made this
successful?
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a. What is your measure of “success” for a family program?
b. What would have made this program even better?
10. Can you describe typical interactions you have with the families of children [if interviewing a
teacher] in your classroom?
a. What is your goal with these interactions?
b. Does this include encouraging families to expand their Jewish practice? In what ways?
c. What has worked well to promote Jewish practice with families? What has not worked
so well?
11. What kinds of opportunities, if any, do you offer for parents with children in the program to
meet and get to know each other?
a. What works for parents to meet each other? Formally or informally?
b. What is less successful?
12. In what ways, if any, do you promote Jewish home observance for your families?
a. What changes, if any, have you noticed in families’ home observance once their child
starts attending you program? Can you provide me with a few examples?
13. In what ways, if any, does your program offer opportunities for families to be involved in
decision-making about the program itself?
a. Does your program offer a Parent Advisory Committee? If so, how many parents
typically participate? What sorts of topics does the Parent Advisory Committee
address?
b. Does your program have parent members on its Board of Directors?
14. What kinds of things, if any, do you do to encourage families to participate in other Jewish
organizations in the community?
a. Are parents receptive to this?
b. What Jewish organizations interest them the most?
c. Do you have any evidence that parents increase their engagement in other Jewish
organizations based on their child’s attending your program? Can you provide me with
a few examples?
15. On a scale of 1 to 10, with 1 being no involvement in Jewish life, and 10 being the highest on the
scale, how involved do you think your families are in Jewish life when they first enter your
program? What about when they exit your program?
a. What kinds of Jewish activities do they typically do?
b. What do you think makes it easier for families to be involved in Jewish life?
c. What makes it harder?
16. To what extent do you have contact with families after their children graduate/leave the
program?
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17. For those you do have contact with, do you see families staying involved in Jewish life and
education once their child graduates/leaves this early childhood program?
a. What kinds of Jewish education, programs or activities do they typically access?
b. Are these programs readily available in your community?
c. How easy is it for parents to access these programs?
d. Do parents who started out more involved when they enrolled their child here, stay
more involved after they leave? Why do you think that is?
e. Do parents who started out less involved when they enrolled their child here, stay more
involved after they leave? Why do you think this is?
18. Do you have any other thoughts about the influence of this early childhood program on your
families’ Jewish life that we haven’t yet covered?
Thank you so much for your time in helping us to answer these questions!
[Give the person the incentive and have them sign the receipt]
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Clergy/Administrator/Synagogue or JCC President Interview Guide (for ECE
programs affiliated with a JCC or a Synagogue)
INTRODUCTION
[Welcome] Thank you for taking the time to meet with us. My name is [NAME OF RESEARCHER] and I'm
a [POSITION] at Child Trends, a social science research firm/Brandeis University. [NAME OF ASSISTANT],
with Child Trends is here to help with note-taking during this discussion.
[Purpose] This interview is part of a study we are conducting for the Consortium for Applied Studies in
Jewish Education, known by the acronym CASJE. As part of this study, we are visiting and learning about
several early childhood programs in your community. Specifically, we want to learn about your thoughts
and experiences as a [CLERGY MEMBER/ADMINISTRATOR/SYNAGOGUE OR JCC PRESIDENT] associated
with [NAME] ECE program. Your perspectives are very valuable. There are no right or wrong answers –
please tell us what you really think. Also, please feel free to stop me at any time if the wording of a
question doesn't make sense or if you need more information.
[Consent] I would now like to turn your attention to the consent forms that I’ve handed you. Please read
through them and let us know if you have any questions, and if you do not have any questions, please
sign on the back. We will also go over some of what is covered in the consent forms in a few minutes,
and you will be a given a copy of this form to keep. [Let participants read forms, assistant collects them
and hands participants a blank copy]
[Time] This interview should last approximately 60 minutes. We will end promptly at [TIME]. During our
time together, we’ll be asking you to respond to a series of questions.
[Voluntary] This interview is completely voluntary, and you may choose to not answer any questions
that you don’t feel comfortable answering and stop the interview at any time.
[Confidentiality] Your individual responses will not be shared with anyone outside of the study team.
We may use quotes that we hear during this discussion in study reports, but we will not identify you by
name or any other identifying information. Reports will describe findings in general terms. If you all
agree, the focus group will be audio-recorded but only for the purpose of note-taking. Recordings will be
destroyed once the notes have been cleaned and transcribed.
[Contact] If you have any questions about the study you may contact the principal investigator of the
study – Tamara Halle –information is on the consent form, and I have her business card here if anyone
would like to take one with them.
Do you have any questions about the interview before we begin?
[Request for permission to digitally record] Before we get started, do we have your permission to
record our conversation?
[Wait to ensure that you receive a verbal YES from the participant before starting the recording.]
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And can you affirm that you are all willing to participate in this interview?
[Wait to ensure that you receive a YES from interviewee.]
[Intro prompt]: We are going to cover a few different topics in our discussion today. I'll ask you some
general questions about your synagogue/JCC, as well as ask you to reflect on your synagogue’s/JCC’s
relationship with its ECE Program and how your synagogue/JCC promotes Jewish engagement for
families with young children.
1. To begin, what is your role at this synagogue/JCC? How long have you been in this role?
2. How many member families do you have? Has membership been growing, has it been static, or
has it been declining?
3. Have there been any recent changes at your synagogue/JCC?
a. Probe for renovations, personnel changes, etc.
4. Do you have mostly younger, middle age, or older member families? Have you been attracting
younger families? How much emphasis does your synagogue/JCC place on attracting families
with young children?
5. What is the role of your ECE program in bringing in new families?
6. How would you say your ECE program is viewed externally by the local community?
7. How is your ECE program viewed internally by individuals associated with your synagogue/JCC?
How do you view it personally?
8. I’d like to ask some questions about synagogue’s/JCC’s relationship with its ECE program. First,
from your perspective, what is the ECE program’s contribution to the overall mission of the
synagogue/JCC?
9. What is your administrative arrangement with the ECE program? How much control do you have
over what goes on? How involved is the synagogue/JCC administration and board?
a. Probe for very involved, somewhat involved, hands off
10. What is the nature of the financial arrangement with the ECE program?
a. Probe for cash cow, revenue neutral, loss leader
11. What specifically is your personal involvement with the ECE program?
a. How often do you interact with the director, teachers, children?
b. What is the nature of your interactions with each?
c. Would it be helpful to be more involved? Less involved?
12. What is your opinion of the staff?
13. What could your synagogue/JCC do to improve and enhance your ECE program?
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14. Aside from the ECE program, what does your synagogue/JCC do to attract families with young
children?
15. To what extent do ECE families remain involved with your synagogue/JCC after
graduation/leaving? In what ways?
Thank you for your time! We appreciate your contributions to our study.
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Early Engagement Program Case Study Protocols
Leadership/Senior Staff or Funder at Organization Either Sponsoring or Funding
Early Engagement Program (Not Involved in Direct Service to Parents or in
Program)
INTRODUCTION
[Welcome] Welcome, and thank you for taking the time to meet with us. My name is [NAME OF
RESEARCHER] and I'm a [POSITION] at Child Trends, a social science research firm/Brandeis University.
[NAME OF ASSISTANT], with Child Trends is here to help with note-taking during this discussion.
[Purpose] This interview is part of a study we are conducting for the Consortium for Applied Studies in
Jewish Education, known by the acronym CASJE. As part of this study, we are visiting and learning about
several early childhood programs in your community. Specifically, we want to learn about your thoughts
and experiences as parents of children at [NAME OF PROGRAM]. There are no right or wrong answers –
please tell us what you really think. Also, please feel free to stop me at any time if the wording of a
question doesn't make sense or if you need more information.
[Consent] I would now like to turn your attention to the consent forms that I’ve handed you. Please read
through them and let us know if you have any questions, and if you do not have any questions, please
sign on the back. We will also go over some of what is covered in the consent forms in a few minutes,
and you will be a given a copy of this form to keep. [Let participants read forms, assistant collects them
and hands participants a blank copy]
[Time] This interview should last approximately 60 minutes. We will end promptly at [TIME]. During our
time together, we’ll be asking you to respond to a series of questions.
[Voluntary] This interview is completely voluntary, and you may choose to not answer any questions
that you don’t feel comfortable answering and can leave the interview at any time.
[Confidentiality] Your individual responses will not be shared with anyone outside of the study team.
We may use quotes that we hear during this discussion in study reports, but we will not identify you by
name or any other identifying information. Reports will describe findings in general terms. If you all
agree, the interview will be audio-recorded but only for the purpose of note-taking. Recordings will be
destroyed once the notes have been cleaned and transcribed.
[Contact] If you have any questions about the study you may contact the principal investigator of the
study – Tamara Halle her information is on the consent form, and I have her business card here if
anyone would like to take one with them. [Have Tamara’s business cards handy to give out, as needed.]
Do you have any questions about the interview before we begin?
[Request for permission to digitally record] Before we get started, do we have your permission to
record our conversation?
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[Wait to ensure that you receive a verbal YES from the participant before starting the recording.]
And can you affirm that you are willing to participate in this interview?
[Wait to ensure that you receive a YES from interviewee.]
[Intro prompt]: We are going to cover a few different topics in our discussion today. I'll ask you some
general questions about your [NAME OF PROGRAM], as well as ask you to reflect on your relationship
with this program and how it engages families.
1) What is your current position? What are your areas of responsibility? How long have you been
in your current role? How long have you been at this organization?
2) Looking back, what involvement did you have in the “birth” and growth of the early engagement
program?
• (If relevant) Why did you choose to fund the program? What overarching goal were you
trying to achieve?
• What facilitated the program’s development, and what obstacles, if any, did the
program encounter in getting started?
• What has your organization done to help the program grow and thrive?
• What other programs, if any, did the program model itself on?
• When the program was first begun, was there a plan for its short-term or long-term
evaluation? How would your organization determine the program's success or failure?
3) What is your current involvement with the early engagement program?
4) In what ways does the program seek to engage parents of young children in Jewish life? How
effective are these strategies or approaches?
5) What benefits have you seen arising from the early engagement program? What are the biggest
successes? What benefits have you seen for children? For parents? For program staff? For
other Jewish organizations in the community? For the community as a whole?
6) What changes have you noticed in engagement of families before they participate in the
program and after they participate?
7) What have been the reactions of local organizations other than yours to the early engagement
program?
a. How does this program fit with what is offered in the rest of the community?
b. Any negative reactions or downsides to the program?
c. In what ways do you interact with the leadership of other local organizations?
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d. When families outgrow the early engagement program, in what ways are they "passed
along" to other local organizations?
8) Any national reactions to the program? In what ways / through what venues do you interact
with the leadership of other national organizations?
9) What could be done to strengthen the program further? Are there obstacles to the program's
growth?
10) What are the most important lessons learned from the program that could potentially be
applied elsewhere?
11) Do you have any anecdotes or stories about the program that would be particularly relevant in
conveying its impact?
12) Is there anything else you would like to say about the program that we didn’t cover?
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Administrative Program Staff for Early Engagement Program Who Generally Do Not
Have Regular Contact with Parents
INTRODUCTION
[Welcome] Welcome, and thank you for taking the time to meet with us. My name is [NAME OF
RESEARCHER] and I'm a [POSITION] at Child Trends, a social science research firm/Brandeis University.
[NAME OF ASSISTANT], with Child Trends is here to help with note-taking during this discussion.
[Purpose] This interview is part of a study we are conducting for the Consortium for Applied Studies in
Jewish Education, known by the acronym CASJE. As part of this study, we are visiting and learning about
several early childhood programs in your community. Specifically, we want to learn about your thoughts
and experiences as parents of children at [NAME OF PROGRAM]. There are no right or wrong answers –
please tell us what you really think. Also, please feel free to stop me at any time if the wording of a
question doesn't make sense or if you need more information.
[Consent] I would now like to turn your attention to the consent forms that I’ve handed you. Please read
through them and let us know if you have any questions, and if you do not have any questions, please
sign on the back. We will also go over some of what is covered in the consent forms in a few minutes,
and you will be a given a copy of this form to keep. [Let participants read forms, assistant collects them
and hands participants a blank copy]
[Time] This interview should last approximately 60 minutes. We will end promptly at [TIME]. During our
time together, we’ll be asking you to respond to a series of questions.
[Voluntary] This interview is completely voluntary, and you may choose to not answer any questions
that you don’t feel comfortable answering and can leave the interview at any time.
[Confidentiality] Your individual responses will not be shared with anyone outside of the study team.
We may use quotes that we hear during this discussion in study reports, but we will not identify you by
name or any other identifying information. Reports will describe findings in general terms. If you all
agree, the interview will be audio-recorded but only for the purpose of note-taking. Recordings will be
destroyed once the notes have been cleaned and transcribed.
[Contact] If you have any questions about the study you may contact the principal investigator of the
study – Tamara Halle her information is on the consent form, and I have her business card here if
anyone would like to take one with them. [Have Tamara’s business cards handy to give out, as needed.]
Do you have any questions about the interview before we begin?
[Request for permission to digitally record] Before we get started, do we have your permission to
record our conversation?
[Wait to ensure that you receive a verbal YES from the participant before starting the recording.]
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And can you affirm that you are willing to participate in this interview?
[Wait to ensure that you receive a YES from interviewee.]
[Intro prompt]: We are going to cover a few different topics in our discussion today. I'll ask you some
general questions about your [NAME OF PROGRAM], as well as ask you to reflect on your relationship
with this program and how it engages families.
1) What is your current position? What are your areas of responsibility? How long have you been
in your current role? How long have you been at this organization?
2) What are your responsibilities with respect to the early engagement program? What percent of
your work time is spent on the early engagement program as opposed to other tasks?
3) Were you involved in the “birth” and growth of the early engagement program? (If no, skip to
next question). If yes:
a. Initially, did you have a strategic plan or other guiding document? Could you share it
with us?
b. What facilitated the program’s development, and what obstacles, if any, did the
program encounter in getting started?
c. What lessons did you learn along the way and what adjustments did you need to make
in the initial plan?
d. What features did you add that were not initially anticipated?
e. What, if anything, did you end up dropping?
f. What has your sponsoring organization done to help the program grow?
4) What are the current features of the early engagement program?
a. What ages of children do you serve and what services do you offer parents?
b. How do you determine what the program features are? Do parents provide any input
into the design and planning of programs?
c. What are the goals of each program feature?
d. Where are programs held? How do you select sites?
e. Do your programs focus on mainly on Jewish content, mainly on secular content, or is
there a mix of both?
5) Who do you collaborate with or partner with in the community?
a. What criteria do you use to identify and select organizations in the community to
collaborate with?
b. Are collaborating organizations exclusively Jewish, or do you also work with secular
organizations? If you do work with secular organizations, why do you choose them and
how do you select them?
a. How do you know if a community organization is effective and that parents are having
positive experiences? What kind of evaluation do you do? (Site visits? Parent surveys?)
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b. Have you ever dropped a community organization? Why?
6) Does your program have parents who serve as “ambassadors” for the program to other
parents? (If no, skip to next question.) If yes:
a. What do you call them and what do they do?
b. How do you select them?
c. What training do they get?
d. How often do the parent ambassadors meet as a group, and what do you discuss at
these meetings?
e. On average, how long do they stay in the role?
f. How do you evaluate them?
7) Generally speaking, what types of parents does your program attract?
a. On a scale of 1 to 10, with 10 being the highest on the scale, how involved do you think
your families are in Jewish life when they first enter your program? What about when
they age out? How do you know?
b. What kinds of Jewish activities do they typically do or not do with their families when
they first come in?
c. Are there any families who are not Jewish? What percent of families would you say are
raising Jewish children?
d. Does your program seek parent feedback?
8) What does your program do to connect parents with each other socially?
• What works for parents to meet each other? Formally or informally? What is less
successful?
9) What have been the biggest successes of the program?
• What metrics do you use to measure this success?
• Can you share any documentation describing your success?
• Are there elements of the program that you have been unable to measure but feel
have been successful?
10) What have been your biggest lessons learned?
11) Have there been any frustrations or downsides to the program?
12) What role do you think your program plays in the engagement of families in Jewish life?
• (If program has ambassadors) How much influence do ambassadors have on getting
families engaged?
• How much is from peers?
• How, if at all, do you measure the growth of Jewish engagement of families with
children enrolled in your program?
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13) In what ways, if any, does your program promote Jewish home observance for your families?
• What changes, if any, have you noticed in families’ home observance once they
participate? Can you provide me with a few examples?
14) What kinds of things, if any, do you do to encourage families to participate in other Jewish
organizations in the community?
• Are parents receptive to this?
• What Jewish organizations interest them the most?
• Do you have any evidence that parents increase their engagement in other Jewish
organizations based on your program? Can you provide me with a few examples?
15) To what extent does your program have contact with families after their children age out? Do
you "pass families along" to other programs when their children age out? Are there
organizations in your community that you consider to be good partners to pass families along
to?
16) For those you do have contact with, do you see families staying involved in Jewish life and
education once their child ages out?
a. What kinds of Jewish education, programs or activities do they typically access?
b. Are these programs readily available in your community?
c. How easy is it for parents to access these programs?
d. Do parents who started out more involved with Jewish life when they became more
involved with your program stay more involved after they age out? Why do you think
this is?
e. Do parents who started out less involved when they enrolled their child here, stay more
involved after they age out? Why do you think this is?
17) Is there anything else you would like to say about your program that we didn’t cover?
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Program Staff for Early Engagement Program Who Have Regular Contact with
Parents
INTRODUCTION
[Welcome] Welcome, and thank you for taking the time to meet with us. My name is [NAME OF
RESEARCHER] and I'm a [POSITION] at Child Trends, a social science research firm/Brandeis University.
[NAME OF ASSISTANT], with Child Trends is here to help with note-taking during this discussion.
[Purpose] This interview is part of a study we are conducting for the Consortium for Applied Studies in
Jewish Education, known by the acronym CASJE. As part of this study, we are visiting and learning about
several early childhood programs in your community. Specifically, we want to learn about your thoughts
and experiences as parents of children at [NAME OF PROGRAM]. There are no right or wrong answers –
please tell us what you really think. Also, please feel free to stop me at any time if the wording of a
question doesn't make sense or if you need more information.
[Consent] I would now like to turn your attention to the consent forms that I’ve handed you. Please read
through them and let us know if you have any questions, and if you do not have any questions, please
sign on the back. We will also go over some of what is covered in the consent forms in a few minutes,
and you will be a given a copy of this form to keep. [Let participants read forms, assistant collects them
and hands participants a blank copy]
[Time] This interview should last approximately 60 minutes. We will end promptly at [TIME]. During our
time together, we’ll be asking you to respond to a series of questions.
[Voluntary] This interview is completely voluntary, and you may choose to not answer any questions
that you don’t feel comfortable answering and can leave the interview at any time.
[Confidentiality] Your individual responses will not be shared with anyone outside of the study team.
We may use quotes that we hear during this discussion in study reports, but we will not identify you by
name or any other identifying information. Reports will describe findings in general terms. If you all
agree, the interview will be audio-recorded but only for the purpose of note-taking. Recordings will be
destroyed once the notes have been cleaned and transcribed.
[Contact] If you have any questions about the study you may contact the principal investigator of the
study – Tamara Halle her information is on the consent form, and I have her business card here if
anyone would like to take one with them. [Have Tamara’s business cards handy to give out, as needed.]
Do you have any questions about the interview before we begin?
[Request for permission to digitally record] Before we get started, do we have your permission to
record our conversation?
[Wait to ensure that you receive a verbal YES from the participant before starting the recording.]
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And can you affirm that you are willing to participate in this interview?
[Wait to ensure that you receive a YES from interviewee.]
[Intro prompt]: We are going to cover a few different topics in our discussion today. I'll ask you some
general questions about your [NAME OF PROGRAM], as well as ask you to reflect on your relationship
with this program and how it engages families.
1) Please describe the work you do with [name of early engagement program]. How long have you
been working with the program? How did you come to be involved with them?
2) [If not employed full-time by early engagement program, ask:] What do you do when you're not
working with the program?
3) To whom do you report to regarding your work at the program? How often do you meet or
speak with one another?
4) When you were first hired to work with the program, what were its goals, as they were
explained to you?
5) What particular skills do you use in your work? (e.g. musical skills, storytelling skills, knowledge
of child development, social work, etc.) Are these skills that you already had when you began
your work with the program?
6) Did you get any special training before or since beginning your work? [If yes, ask:] Who
provided the training? What was the nature of the training? Have you found it to be helpful?
7) Generally speaking, what kind of relationship do you have with the families who attend the
program? Do you usually know families before they begin attending, or are you meeting them
for the first time? Do you see families socially or in the community between programs? Do you
continue to interact with families when the program ends, or when their children age out?
8) Are you expected to recruit families to the program? [If yes, ask:] How do you go about doing
this?
9)

Why do families choose to enter the program? What are they looking for/what need is your
program filling for parents of young children?

10) Generally speaking, what types of parents does your program attract? Are they all Jewish? [If
no, ask:] About what percent of families would you say are Jewish?
11) How involved do you think the families are in Jewish life when they first enter the program?
What about at the end of the program?
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12) What kinds of activities do Jewish families typically do?
a. What do you think makes it easier for families to be involved in Jewish life?
b. What makes it harder?
13) Where does the program meet? Is the location working out well for you and the families? Is
there anything you wish you could change about the location of the program?
14) What do you do to connect parents with each other? Are there things you do during programs
to connect parents with each other? What about between programs?
• What has worked well in helping parents make these connections?
15) What, if anything, do you do to connect parents with Jewish organizations in the community?
16) What is your goal in connecting parents with Jewish organizations? Are parents receptive to
this?
a. What Jewish organizations interest them the most?
b. Do you have any evidence that parents increase their engagement in other Jewish
organizations based on their child’s attending your program? Can you provide me with
a few examples?
17) How has your own background (with regard to Jewish heritage and upbringing) helped or
hindered you in the work you are doing with families? In what ways? How does your own
background affect your ability to promote engagement in Jewish life for parents in your
program?
18) What is the Judaic content of the programs you lead? Do you think that parents are satisfied
with the Judaic content? Do they want more? Less? How do you know?
19) Do you seek feedback from families during or after programs? [If yes, ask:] What changes, if
any, do you make as a result of feedback from families?
20) Are parents expected to take a leadership role in programming? [If yes, ask:] What kinds of
things do parent leaders do? [If no, ask:] Can you think of any parents who would be able to act
as leaders? What kinds of parents would be good at this?
21) How are you evaluated? What constitutes success in your role?
22) What do you view as the program's biggest successes? What are you most proud of?
23) Have there been any frustrations or downsides to the program?
56

24) Do you see families staying involved in Jewish life and education once their child ages out of this
early engagement program?
a. What kinds of Jewish education, programs or activities do they typically access?
b. Are these programs readily available in your community?
c. How easy is it for parents to access these programs?
25) Have you ever trained others in the kind of work you do? [If yes, ask:] What do you emphasize
when training others? [If no, ask:] What advice would you give to other people who are starting
out doing this kind of work?
26) Is there anything else you would like to say about the program that we didn't cover?
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Community Organizations that Partner with/Collaborate with Early Engagement
Programs
Note to Interviewer: These questions should be asked of individuals in organizations such as synagogues
and JCCs who partner with/collaborate with early engagement program providers.
INTRODUCTION
[Welcome] Welcome, and thank you for taking the time to meet with us. My name is [NAME OF
RESEARCHER] and I'm a [POSITION] at Child Trends, a social science research firm/Brandeis University.
[NAME OF ASSISTANT], with Child Trends is here to help with note-taking during this discussion.
[Purpose] This interview is part of a study we are conducting for the Consortium for Applied Studies in
Jewish Education, known by the acronym CASJE. As part of this study, we are visiting and learning about
several early childhood programs in your community. Specifically, we want to learn about your thoughts
and experiences as parents of children at [NAME OF PROGRAM]. There are no right or wrong answers –
please tell us what you really think. Also, please feel free to stop me at any time if the wording of a
question doesn't make sense or if you need more information.
[Consent] I would now like to turn your attention to the consent forms that I’ve handed you. Please read
through them and let us know if you have any questions, and if you do not have any questions, please
sign on the back. We will also go over some of what is covered in the consent forms in a few minutes,
and you will be a given a copy of this form to keep. [Let participants read forms, assistant collects them
and hands participants a blank copy]
[Time] This interview should last approximately 60 minutes. We will end promptly at [TIME]. During our
time together, we’ll be asking you to respond to a series of questions.
[Voluntary] This interview is completely voluntary, and you may choose to not answer any questions
that you don’t feel comfortable answering and can leave the interview at any time.
[Confidentiality] Your individual responses will not be shared with anyone outside of the study team.
We may use quotes that we hear during this discussion in study reports, but we will not identify you by
name or any other identifying information. Reports will describe findings in general terms. If you all
agree, the interview will be audio-recorded but only for the purpose of note-taking. Recordings will be
destroyed once the notes have been cleaned and transcribed.
[Contact] If you have any questions about the study you may contact the principal investigator of the
study – Tamara Halle her information is on the consent form, and I have her business card here if
anyone would like to take one with them. [Have Tamara’s business cards handy to give out, as needed.]
Do you have any questions about the interview before we begin?
[Request for permission to digitally record] Before we get started, do we have your permission to
record our conversation?
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[Wait to ensure that you receive a verbal YES from the participant before starting the recording.]
And can you affirm that you are willing to participate in this interview?
[Wait to ensure that you receive a YES from interviewee.]
[Intro prompt]: We are going to cover a few different topics in our discussion today. I'll ask you some
general questions about your [NAME OF PROGRAM], as well as ask you to reflect on your relationship
with this program and how it engages families.
1) What is your current position? What are your areas of responsibility? How long have you been
in your current role? How long have you been at this organization? What percent of your work
time is spent on the early engagement program as opposed to other tasks?
2) Why did your organization choose to become involved with [name of early engagement
program]?
a. What did you perceive as the benefits? (e.g. grant funds, expertise, access to new
families, etc.)
b. What was required from your side in order to be a partner?
c. Would you have offered the programs for parents with young children that you are
currently offering without the involvement of the early engagement program?
3) Please describe the nature of your involvement.
a. What types of programs do you offer? How often?
b. How do you select individuals to staff the programs?
c. Do you run them alone, do you run them jointly, or does the [name of early engagement
program] run them?
4) Generally speaking, what types of parents does your program attract?
a. On a scale of 1 to 10, with 10 being the highest on the scale, how involved do you think
your families are in Jewish life when they first enter your program? What about when
they age out? How do you know?
b. What kinds of Jewish activities do they typically do or not do with their families when
they first come in?
c. Are there any families who are not Jewish? What percent of families would you say are
raising Jewish children?
d. Does your program seek parent feedback?
5) What works for parents to meet each other? Formally or informally?
a. What has been less successful?
6) What have been the biggest successes of the program?
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7) What metrics do you use to measure this success, if any?
8) Are there elements of the program that you have been unable to measure but feel have been
successful?
9) Have there been any frustrations or downsides to the program?
10) What role do you think your program plays in the engagement of families in Jewish life?
11) How, if at all, do you measure the growth of Jewish engagement of families with children
enrolled in your program?
12) In what ways, if any, does your program promote Jewish home observance for your families?
13) What changes, if any, have you noticed in families’ home observance once they participate? Can
you provide me with a few examples?
14) Have parents become more involved with your institution or joined as a result of participating in
[name of early engagement program]? Do you know about how many parents have become
more involved or joined?
a. What do you do to get parents more involved?
b. In what ways have they become more involved?
c. Do you "pass families along" to other programs within your organization when their
children age out of the early engagement program? Are there other organizations in
your community that you consider to be good partners to pass families along to?
15) Do parents who started out more involved with Jewish life when they became more involved
with your program stay more involved after they age out? Why do you think this is?
16) Do parents who started out less involved when they enrolled their child here, stay more
involved after they age out? Why do you think this is?
17) Is there anything else you would like to say about your program that we didn’t cover?
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Interview Guidelines – Parent Ambassadors in Early Engagement Programs
Note to Interviewer: The following questions use the term “ambassador” to refer to a role in which
parents are hired part-time by an organization as peers to connect with parents in their community. If
the organization uses a different term to refer to this role (e.g. connectors, parent concierge), substitute
the appropriate term.
INTRODUCTION
[Welcome] Welcome, and thank you for taking the time to meet with us. My name is [NAME OF
RESEARCHER] and I'm a [POSITION] at Child Trends, a social science research firm/Brandeis University.
[NAME OF ASSISTANT], with Child Trends is here to help with note-taking during this discussion.
[Purpose] This interview is part of a study we are conducting for the Consortium for Applied Studies in
Jewish Education, known by the acronym CASJE. As part of this study, we are visiting and learning about
several early childhood programs in your community. Specifically, we want to learn about your thoughts
and experiences as parents of children at [NAME OF PROGRAM]. There are no right or wrong answers –
please tell us what you really think. Also, please feel free to stop me at any time if the wording of a
question doesn't make sense or if you need more information.
[Consent] I would now like to turn your attention to the consent forms that I’ve handed you. Please read
through them and let us know if you have any questions, and if you do not have any questions, please
sign on the back. We will also go over some of what is covered in the consent forms in a few minutes,
and you will be a given a copy of this form to keep. [Let participants read forms, assistant collects them
and hands participants a blank copy]
[Time] This interview should last approximately 60 minutes. We will end promptly at [TIME]. During our
time together, we’ll be asking you to respond to a series of questions.
[Compensation] As a thank you for your time, you will receive a $20 cash incentive.
[Voluntary] This interview is completely voluntary, and you may choose to not answer any questions
that you don’t feel comfortable answering and can leave the interview at any time.
[Confidentiality] Your individual responses will not be shared with anyone outside of the study team.
We may use quotes that we hear during this discussion in study reports, but we will not identify you by
name or any other identifying information. Reports will describe findings in general terms. If you all
agree, the interview will be audio-recorded but only for the purpose of note-taking. Recordings will be
destroyed once the notes have been cleaned and transcribed.
[Contact] If you have any questions about the study you may contact the principal investigator of the
study – Tamara Halle her information is on the consent form, and I have her business card here if
anyone would like to take one with them. [Have Tamara’s business cards handy to give out, as needed.]
Do you have any questions about the interview before we begin?
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[Request for permission to digitally record] Before we get started, do we have your permission to
record our conversation?
[Wait to ensure that you receive a verbal YES from the participant before starting the recording.]
And can you affirm that you are willing to participate in this interview?
[Wait to ensure that you receive a YES from interviewee.]
[Intro prompt]: We are going to cover a few different topics in our discussion today. I'll ask you some
general questions about your [NAME OF PROGRAM], as well as ask you to reflect on your relationship
with this program and how it engages families.
1) Let’s start with your personal story.
a. Where did you grow up? Did you grow up Jewish? If so, what was your Jewish life like
growing up?
b. If you didn’t grow up in this metropolitan area, when did you move here, and why?
c. Do you have parents or in-laws in this metropolitan area?
d. What were you doing, professionally or otherwise, before becoming an ambassador?
e. What was your family’s Jewish life like before becoming involved with this program?
What is it like today? If there is a change in your family’s Jewish life, how much of this
change do you attribute to this program?
2) How did you first become involved with the early engagement program?
a. How did you first learn about the program?
b. Were you a participating parent before you became an ambassador?
c. What was your experience in the program?
d. What was especially helpful or inspiring for you?
e. Did you have any problems with the program?
3) How did you decide to become an ambassador?
a. Were you approached to do this, or did you inquire about the position?
b. What motivated you to become an ambassador?
4) What do you do as an ambassador?
a. How many hours a week does this role involve?
b. What does a typical week look like? What sorts of things do you do?
c. How do you find parents who aren’t on any lists?
d. What publicity mechanisms for your programs seem to be most effective?
e. What is the most fun and fulfilling about being an ambassador?
f. What, if anything, is challenging?
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5) What role do you think you play in the engagement of families in Jewish life?
a. What influence to do you think you have on families’ Jewish engagement or practice?
Can you provide me with a few examples?
b. What influence would you like to have on how Jewishly engaged families are?
6) What is the nature of your interactions with parents? Are parents generally receptive to you, or
are some of them cautious? When you connect with other parents, are you connecting to them
mainly as parents or mainly as Jewish parents? Can you please explain or give some concrete
examples? Do you adjust your approach to your role as an ambassador for different families
you work with? If so, how and why?
7) Do the families you meet ever ask you for advice? Do they mainly ask general parenting
questions or mainly ask questions related specifically to Jewish parenting? Do you ever refer
parents to others for more information if you are unable to answer their questions? If so, what
resources do you refer parents to?
8) Do you have any evidence that parents increase their engagement in other Jewish organizations
based on your involvement with them? Can you provide me with a few examples?
9) Do you pass along parent feedback to the organization running the early engagement
programs? If so, please tell us about how the organization receives the feedback. To what
extent do they make adjustments based on parent feedback? How easy or difficult is it to make
changes to programs based on parents' needs?
10) What sort of assistance or guidance or training do you get?
a. Who provides it?
b. How helpful is this guidance?
c. What have you learned that has improved your skills at being an ambassador?
11) What is the nature of your interactions with other ambassadors?
a. How often do you compare notes?
b. What is most useful about your interactions with other ambassadors?
12) How are you evaluated?
a. What constitutes success in your role?
13) What would you say are your biggest successes?
a. Do you have any stories or anecdotes that would illustrate this?
b. Any failures you care to describe?
14) What advice would you give your successor when you decide to step down from this role?
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15) Is there anything else you would like to say about your program that we didn’t cover?
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Individual Interviews or Focus Group with Parents Who Participate in Early
Engagement Programs
Introduction
[Welcome] Welcome, and thank you for taking the time to meet with us. My name is [NAME OF
RESEARCHER] and I'm a [POSITION] at Child Trends, a social science research firm/Brandeis University.
[NAME OF ASSISTANT], with Child Trends is here to help with note-taking during this discussion.
[Purpose] This focus group/interview is part of a study we are conducting for the Consortium for
Applied Studies in Jewish Education, known by the acronym CASJE. As part of this study, we are visiting
and learning about several early childhood programs in your community. Specifically, we want to learn
about your thoughts and experiences as parents of children at [NAME OF PROGRAM]. There are no right
or wrong answers – please tell us what you really think. Also, please feel free to stop me at any time if
the wording of a question doesn't make sense or if you need more information.
[Consent] I would now like to turn your attention to the consent forms that I’ve handed you. Please read
through them and let us know if you have any questions, and if you do not have any questions, please
sign on the back. We will also go over some of what is covered in the consent forms in a few minutes,
and you will be a given a copy of this form to keep. [Let participants read forms, assistant collects them
and hands participants a blank copy]
[Time] This focus group/interview should last approximately 90 (for focus group)/60(for interview)
minutes. We will end promptly at [TIME]. During our time together, we’ll be asking you to respond to a
series of questions.
[Compensation] As a thank you for your time, you will receive a $20 cash incentive.
[Voluntary] This focus group/interview is completely voluntary, and you may choose to not answer any
questions that you don’t feel comfortable answering and can leave the interview at any time.
[Confidentiality] Your individual responses will not be shared with anyone outside of the study team.
We may use quotes that we hear during this discussion in study reports, but we will not identify you by
name or any other identifying information. Reports will describe findings in general terms. If you all
agree, the interview will be audio-recorded but only for the purpose of note-taking. Recordings will be
destroyed once the notes have been cleaned and transcribed.
[Contact] If you have any questions about the study you may contact the principal investigator of the
study – Tamara Halle her information is on the consent form, and I have her business card here if
anyone would like to take one with them. [Have Tamara’s business cards handy to give out, as needed.]
Do you have any questions about the focus group/interview before we begin?
[Request for permission to digitally record] Before we get started, do we have your permission to
record our conversation?
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[Wait to ensure that you receive a verbal YES from the participant before starting the recording.]
And can you affirm that you are willing to participate in this focus group/interview?
[Wait to ensure that you receive a YES from interviewee.]
[Intro prompt]: We are going to cover a few different topics in our discussion today. I'll ask you some
general questions about your [NAME OF PROGRAM], as well as ask you to reflect on your relationship
with this program and how it engages families.
1) Let’s start by going around the room and introducing ourselves. Please tell us your name and a
little bit about your children. What are their ages? What is the cutest thing one of your children
did this week?
2) Please tell us a little bit about your spouse/partner. If you are a single parent, or if you are in an
interfaith marriage or partnership, that would be helpful to know.
3) What’s Jewish life like for families in the neighborhood or suburb where you live?
4) What’s your favorite Jewish thing to do with your kids where you live? Sort of like Jewish
greatest hits in your neighborhood.
5) More generally, what activities do you do as a family, Jewish or not?
6) What are the best ways to find out what’s going on for families where you live? This could be
Jewish programs or events, or secular programs or events.
7) What, if anything, gets in the way of doing more Jewish activities as a family?
8) What is the nature of your involvement in [name of early engagement program]?
a. What programs have you attended?
b. How often do you go?
c. What do you like the most about the programs you attend?
d. If you’ve gone to more than one, what keeps you coming back?
e. Has anything turned you off?
f. If [name of early engagement program] wanted to offer something new for families like
yours, what do you think it should be?
9) Is your family’s Jewish life different since you started participating? If so, how? Can you point to
something specific that the program did that has had an impact on your family’s Jewish life?
10) Is it important for you socialize with other families that are Jewish or interfaith?
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a. Have you made new friends with any other parents participating in the program?
b. What, if anything, did the program do to help facilitate these friendships?
11) Have you given any thought to what your family will continue to do that is Jewish as your
children grow older? What kind of Jewish upbringing do you plan to give your children? Has your
thinking about your family’s Jewish future changed because of your involvement with this
program?
12) Is there anything else we should know about your Jewish life as it relates to this program?
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Appendix: Final Version of the CASJE ECE Project Parent Survey
Online Parent Survey4
June 7, 2018
Welcome to the Early Care and Education Choices Survey. This study is designed to provide useful
information to philanthropists, community leaders, and social science researchers regarding the early
care and education choices of families raising young Jewish children, and how these choices influence
later educational and family experiences. Our hope is that community leaders use results from this
survey to improve educational programming for families like yours. We would like to catch up with your
family in a year or so and ask about your educational decisions and cultural and religious activities again.
We are looking for families with certain characteristics and circumstances to complete the survey. We
have some questions to ask before you begin the survey to see if you’re eligible. Click the NEXT button
to answer these questions.

4

Based on item numbers, survey items may appear to be out of order. Two versions of the survey were launched;
they each had the exact same items however the “Household Composition” section immediately followed the
screener questions in the first version and the “Your Religious and Cultural Traditions” section immediately
followed the screener questions in the second version. The item numbers on this document align with the second
version.
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Red text indicates programming instructions
* indicates response is required
SCREENER QUESTIONS
1. What is your home ZIP code? (If you have multiple homes, please enter the ZIP code of your main
residence) *
(Numeric, 5 characters) _____________
2. Do you or any other adult in your household consider themselves to be Jewish? *
a. Yes (SKIP TO QUESTION 4)
b. No
3. Do you or any other adult in your household have a Jewish parent or were you or any other adult
in your household raised Jewish? *
a. Yes
b. No (NOT QUALIFIED – SHOW ‘THANK YOU’ SCREEN)
4. What is the age of your OLDEST child? *
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.
g.
h.

<1
1
2
3
4
5
6+ (NOT QUALIFIED SHOW THANK YOU SCREEN)
I do not have a child. (SHOW QUESTION 5)

5. Are you currently pregnant? *
a. Yes
b. No (NOT QUALIFIED SHOW THANK YOU SCREEN)
Thank you screen: Thank you for your interest in the survey. Unfortunately, you do not meet our
selection criteria. We appreciate your time.
Child Trends, a national research organization, and Dr. Mark Rosen of Brandeis University, are working
on a major research initiative funded by the Consortium for Applied Studies in Jewish Education (CASJE)
to explore the ways in which Jewish early care and education programs may serve as a gateway for
greater and long-term involvement in Jewish life. This page has information to help you decide if you
want to take part in this study.
You are being asked to complete our survey because you have a young child and you or your partner
identify as Jewish. We would like to ask you about your and your child’s current, past, and future
experiences in educational activities, as well as your family’s religious and cultural experiences and
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traditions. This survey will take about 30-40 minutes to complete. We will be contacting you again
within a year from now to ask you to answer these questions again so we can see how your
experiences change over time.
We will keep your responses as confidential as possible. Your answers will be combined with those
of other participants and you will not be identified by name in any reports or research papers. We
will share survey data and results with local Jewish organizations, but your answers will not be
linked with your name. Participation in this survey is voluntary and refusal to participate will not
affect your standing at your child’s care or educational program or any other community
organization. You can choose to skip questions you do not wish to answer.
[First 2000 respondents]: You will be entered into a drawing for a $100 Amazon gift card for
completing the survey. [After first 2000 respondents]: You will receive a $10 Amazon gift card within
5 days of completing the survey.
By completing the survey, you are consenting to participate the survey. We encourage you to save a
copy of this page for your records by printing this screen to a PDF. You can do so by right clicking
with your mouse and selecting “Print,” then selecting “PDF” under “Printer” to save this screen for
future reference.
If you have questions about the study, please contact Maya Cook at (240) 223-9231 or
mcook@childtrends.org. You may also contact the Institutional Review Board (IRB), the ethics
committee that reviewed this study for your protection, at irbparticipant@childtrends.org or 855288-3506. Thank you in advance for your time and valuable input!
You can pause and continue the survey at any time. Be sure to enter your email address when you save
your survey, so you can come back at a later time.
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YOUR RELIGIOUS AND CULTURAL TRADITIONS
We recognize that every individual and family engages with Judaism in unique ways. To help us
understand the different ways families are Jewishly engaged, we would now like to ask you about your
current religious and cultural traditions, behaviors, values, and beliefs. There are no right or wrong
answers to any question.
40. Were you raised…
a. Jewish (religiously, culturally, or both)
b. Jewish and something else, please specify: __________________________________
c. Something else, please specify: ________________________________________
d. No religion
41. [If reports a partner] Was your partner raised…
a. Jewish (religiously, culturally, or both)
b. Jewish and something else, please specify: ____________________________________
c. Something else, please specify: ________________________________________
d. No religion
42. Were either of your parents Jewish?
a. Yes, father(s) (SKIP next question)
b. Yes, mother(s) (SKIP next question)
c. Yes, both parents (SKIP next question)
d. No
43. [If neither parent is Jewish] Did you have a formal conversion to Judaism?
a. Yes
b. No
44. [If reports a partner] Were either of your partner’s parents Jewish?
a. Yes, father(s) (SKIP next question)
b. Yes, mother(s) (SKIP next question)
c. Yes, both parents (SKIP next question)
d. No
e. Don’t know
45. [If neither partner’s parent is Jewish] Did your partner have a formal conversion to Judaism?
a. Yes
b. No
c. Don’t know
46. With which branch(es) of Judaism does your family currently identify, if any? (SELECT ALL THAT
APPLY)
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Orthodox
Conservative
Reconstructionist
Reform
Renewal
Non-denominational
Secular/Culturally Jewish
Just Jewish
Other, please specify: ______________________________
47. Do you identify with any of the following Jewish ethnicities? (SELECT ALL THAT APPLY)
Ashkenazi (European)
Sephardi (Spanish or Mediterranean)
Mizrachi (Middle Eastern)
None of the above
48. Thinking about the OLDEST child in your household, is this child being raised…
a. Jewish (religiously, culturally, or both)
b. Jewish and something else, please specify: _________________________________
c. Something else, please specify: ________________________________________
d. No religion
e. Not yet decided
Feeling/meaning of Judaism
49. SKIP if 58=c, d and 60=d How important is being Jewish in your life?
a. Not at all important
b. Not too important
c. Somewhat important
d. Very important
50. SKIP if 58=c, d and 60=d To what extent do you…
Not at all
A Little

Somewhat

Very Much

a. Feel being
Jewish
enhances your
life?
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b. Feel being
Jewish is part
of your daily
life?
51. To what extent do you feel you belong to a Jewish community?
a. Not at all
b. A little
c. Somewhat
d. Very much
e. Not sure
52. How would you rate your engagement in Jewish life?
a. Not at all
b. A little
c. Somewhat
d. Very much
e. Not sure
53. Thinking about what you want to transmit to your child/children about being Jewish, please
indicate how important the following concepts are (Please SELECT one response option for each
row):
Not at all
A little
Somewhat
Very
Not sure
Important
Important
Important
Important
a. Being Jewish is a
matter of culture.
b. Being Jewish is a
matter of heritage.
c. Being Jewish is a
matter of religion.
d. Being Jewish
provides an ethical
roadmap to one’s
life.

54. Of the items you marked very important which is the most important to transmit to your
child/children about being Jewish?
Drop down menu with items marked “very important” from above table (#71)
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Frequency of behavior
55. Is your family a member of a temple, synagogue, or independent minyan?
a. Yes
b. No
56. Aside from special occasions like weddings, funerals and bar/bat mitzvahs, how often did you
attend Jewish religious services at a synagogue, temple, minyan, havurah, or other location in
the last 12 months?
a. More than once a week
b. Once a week
c. Once or twice a month
d. A few times a year
e. Seldom
f. Never

57. Please indicate how often one or more members of your family took part in each of the
following Shabbat observances in the last 12 months.
Every week
Once or
A few
Seldom
Never
twice a
times a year
month
a. Light candles on
Friday night
b. Have a special
meal on Friday
night or Shabbat
day
c. Attend a family
synagogue
service/Tot
Shabbat (Friday or
Saturday)
d. Attend an adult
synagogue service
(Friday or
Saturday)
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e. Say Havdalah
(concluding prayer
for Shabbat)

58. Please indicate how often your family took part in the following aspects of Jewish or Israeli
culture in the last 12 months.
More than
Once or
A few Seldom Never
Once a
once a
twice a
times
week
week
month
a year
a. Jewish or Israeli food
b. Jewish or Israeli music
c. Jewish or Israeli books
d. Use Yiddish, Hebrew, or
Jewish words or phrases
e. Wear clothing or jewelry
that shows you are Jewish
f. Other (open ended)
_____________________

59. How often did you visit websites and/or use social media or apps for Jewish or Israeli topics in
the last 12 months?
a. More than once a week
b. Once a week
c. Once or twice a month
d. A few times a year
e. Seldom
f. Never

Where you celebrate
60. Does one or more members of your immediate family observe holidays from faith traditions
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other than Judaism, either in your own home or somewhere else?
a. Yes
b. No
61. If participant responded “yes”: When one or more members of your immediate family observes
holidays from other faith traditions, do you observe them (SELECT ALL THAT APPLY):
In your home
In the home of friends or family
With friends
With extended family (my child’s grandparents, aunts, uncles, cousins)
In my child's early care and education center
In a place of worship
In a secular, public gathering place
Other
62. For each of the following Jewish holidays, please indicate whether you and/or any other
member of your immediate family typically observes the holiday. (SELECT ALL THAT APPLY)
Yes
No
a. High Holidays (Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur)
b. Chanukah
c. Passover

63. If participant responded “yes”: When one or more members of your immediate family observes
[Holiday fills in from above – repeat as necessary], do you/they observe [holiday] (SELECT ALL
THAT APPLY):
In your home
In the home of friends or family
With friends
With extended family (my child’s grandparents, aunts, uncles, cousins)
In your child's early care and education center
In a place of worship
In a secular, public gathering place
Other
64. How frequently did you participate in activities, events, or programs that you would consider
“Jewish” in the last 12 months? This could be something you did at home (such as celebrate
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Shabbat), something you did around the Jewish community (such as attending a communal
holiday event), or something else that feels “Jewish” to you (such as eating Jewish food or
wearing a Jewish star).
a. More than once a week
b. Once a week
c. Once or twice a month
d. A few times a year
e. Seldom
f. Never
65. In the last 12 months, would you say that you mainly participated in activities, events, or
programs that you would consider Jewish…
a. Exclusively in the home
b. Mainly in the home and sometimes outside the home (i.e., in the community)
c. About equally inside and outside the home
d. Mainly outside the home and sometimes inside the home
e. Exclusively outside the home (i.e., in the community)
66. How confident are you that:
a. You know about Jewish programs specifically for families with young children in your
area?
i. Not at all
ii. A little
iii. Somewhat
iv. Very
b. You know about Jewish programs of all types offered in your area?
i. Not at all
ii. A little
iii. Somewhat
iv. Very
Home Practice
67. Which of the following play/learning materials do you have in your household, if any? (SELECT
ALL THAT APPLY)
Jewish children's books
Jewish children's music
Jewish-themed toys (toy Shabbat set, toy menorah, toy Noah's ark, etc.)
Jewish-themed puzzles
Jewish board games
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Jewish card games
Toys with Hebrew letters (magnets, blocks, puzzles, etc.)
Other (write in): __________________________________________

Relational engagement
68. Is there a Jewish professional (rabbi, cantor, educator, etc.) who you feel comfortable speaking
with when you have a question or a need?
a. Yes
b. No
c. Not sure
d. Not applicable
69. How many of your close friends are Jewish?
a. All of them
b. Most of them
c. Some of them
d. Hardly any of them
e. None of them (SKIP TO question 90)
f. Don’t know (SKIP TO question 90)
70. How often did you get together with your Jewish friends in the last 12 months?
a. More than once a week
b. Once a week
c. Once or twice a month
d. A few times a year
e. Seldom
f. Never
71. When you got together with your Jewish friends in the last 12 months, how often did you spend
time doing Jewish things?
a. All the time
b. Most of the time
c. About half of the time
d. Some of the time
e. Never
72. In what ways do members of your extended family (e.g., your child’s grandparents, aunts,
uncles, cousins) support your family's Jewish life, if at all? (SELECT ALL THAT APPLY)
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Hosting holiday celebrations
Giving Jewish gifts for birthdays and/or holidays
Sharing Jewish family stories
Initiating Jewish activities (e.g. visiting Jewish museums, attending Jewish events, etc.)
With financial support (e.g., for cost of Jewish schools, cost of Jewish camps, synagogue
costs)
My extended family does not support my family’s Jewish life
Other: ____________
HOUSEHOLD COMPOSITION
We are turning to you to understand how parents raising young Jewish children choose educational
programs. In addition, we hope to learn about how being Jewish does or does not play a role in the lives
of families with young children. For this reason, we need to know a little about you and your children, so
we will now ask a few questions about your household.
Now we are going to ask you for information about each person who lives in your household,
including yourself. To avoid collecting names, we will refer to each person as Person #1, Person #2,
Person #3, etc. We will ask a series of questions about each person.
For each child in your household, we will ask about the child’s current educational activities.
For each adult in your household, we will ask about the adult’s past and present Jewish activities.
6. How many individuals live in your household, including yourself?
Dropdown menu: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10
7. What is your age?
Dropdown menu: < 1, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7-11, 12-17, 18-24, 25-29, 30-34, …, 90+
8. What is your gender?
Dropdown menu: male, female, gender fluid/non-binary, something else (please
specify)
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9. What is your current marital status?
a. Never married, not living with a partner
b. Living with a partner
c. Married
d. Separated
e. Divorced
f. Widowed
g. Other, please specify
10. What is your relationship to the oldest child in your household?
Dropdown menu: biological or adoptive parent step parent, biological or adoptive
sibling, step sibling, other family member (e.g., aunts/uncles), other (specify)
11. Which of the following activities, if any have you participated in? (SELECT all that apply)
Attended a full-time Jewish school, such as a Yeshiva or Jewish day school (IF SELECTED,
show question 12)
Participated in some kind of formal Jewish educational program, such as Hebrew School,
Religious School, or Sunday School (IF SELECTED, show question 13)
Attended a summer camp (day or overnight) with Jewish content (IF SELECTED, show
question 14)
Bar/bat mitzvah
Participated in a Jewish youth group (e.g., BBYO, NFTY) (IF SELECTED, show question 15)
During undergraduate years, attended programs, events, classes, services or meals
sponsored by a Jewish organization on campus (e.g., Hillel, Chabad) (IF SELECTED, show
question 16)
Visited Israel (IF SELECTED, show question 17)
Don’t know
12. How long did you attend a Jewish school?
a. 1 year
b. 2 years
c. 3 years
d. 4 years
e. 5+ years
f. Don’t know
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13. How long did you attend Hebrew School, Religious School, or Sunday School?
a. 1 year
b. 2 years
c. 3 years
d. 4 years
e. 5+ years
f. Don’t know
14. How long did you attend a camp with Jewish content?
a. 1 year
b. 2 years
c. 3 years
d. 4 years
e. 5+ years
f. Don’t know
15. How long did you participate in a Jewish youth group?
a. 1 year
b. 2 years
c. 3 years
d. 4 years
e. 5+ years
f. Don’t know
16. How often did you attend programs, events, classes, services, or meals sponsored by a Jewish
organization on campus?
a. More than once a week
b. Once a week
c. Once or twice a month
d. A few times a year
e. Seldom
f. Never
17. How many times have you visited Israel?
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a. 1
b. 2 -3
c. 4+
18. What is the age of Person #2?
Dropdown menu: < 1, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7-11, 12-17, 18-24, 25-29, 30-34, …, 90+
19. What is the gender of Person #2
Dropdown menu: male, female, gender fluid/non-binary, something else (please specify)
20. What is Person #2’s relationship to you?
Dropdown menu: spouse, fiancé/e, significant other, child (biological or adopted), stepchild,
foster child, parent or step-parent, mother- or father-in-law, sibling, roommate/ housemate,
other (specify)
21. What is Person #2’s relationship to the oldest child in your household?
Dropdown menu: this is the oldest child, biological or adoptive parent step parent, biological
or adoptive sibling, step sibling, other family member (e.g., aunts/uncles), other (specify)
22. (SHOW IF: age of Person #2 is <1, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7-11, or 12-17) Which of the following
educational activities, if any, does Person #2 currently participate in? (SELECT all that apply)
Tot Shabbat
Early Enrichment Program (infant/toddler programs such as parent-child classes,
playgroups, music or physical activities)
Early Care and Education Program (such as preschool, nursery school, family child care;
home-based care, private or public pre-kindergarten)
Kindergarten at a public school
Kindergarten at a full-time secular or non-Jewish private school
Public school (grade 1 -12)
A full-time Jewish day school (grade 1 – 12)
A full-time secular or non-Jewish private school (grade 1 – 12)
A Jewish part-time school, such as Hebrew School, Religious School, or Sunday School
Any form of Jewish informal, experiential, or supplemental education (e.g., day camp or
overnight camp, youth group, tutoring, or private classes)
23. (SHOW IF: age of Person #2 is <17) Which of the following activities, if any, has Person #2
participated in? (SELECT all that apply)
Attended a full-time Jewish school, such as a Yeshiva or Jewish day school (IF SELECTED,
show question 24)
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Participated in some kind of formal Jewish educational program, such as Hebrew School,
Religious School, or Sunday School (IF SELECTED, show question 25)
Attended a summer camp (day or overnight) with Jewish content (IF SELECTED, show
question 26)
Bar/bat mitzvah
Participated in a Jewish youth group (e.g., BBYO, NFTY) (IF SELECTED, show question 27)
During undergraduate years, attended programs, events, classes, services or meals
sponsored by a Jewish organization on campus (e.g., Hillel, Chabad) (IF SELECTED, show
question 28)
Visited Israel (IF SELECTED, show question 29)
Don’t know
24. How long did Person #2 attend a Jewish school?
a. 1 year
b. 2 years
c. 3 years
d. 4 years
e. 5+ years
f. Don’t know
25. How long did Person #2 attend Hebrew School, Religious School, or Sunday School?
a. 1 year
b. 2 years
c. 3 years
d. 4 years
e. 5+ years
f. Don’t know
26. How long did Person #2 attend a camp with Jewish content?
a. 1 year
b. 2 years
c. 3 years
d. 4 years
e. 5+ years
f. Don’t know
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27. How long did Person #2 participate in a Jewish youth group?
a. 1 year
b. 2 years
c. 3 years
d. 4 years
e. 5+ years
f. Don’t know
28. How often did Person #2 attend programs, events, classes, services, or meals sponsored by a
Jewish organization on campus?
a. More than once a week
b. Once a week
c. Once or twice a month
d. A few times a year
e. Seldom
f. Never
29. How many times has Person #2 visited Israel?
a. 1
b. 2 -3
c. 4+
(REPEAT QUESTIONS 18-29 FOR ALL HOUSEHOLD MEMBERS BASED ON ANSWER TO QUESTION #6)
EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES
Ø There are 5 categories of households based on the roster:
o
o
o
o
o

Households with a 7-year-old in kindergarten and no child in preschool (with or without
a sibling in early enrichment) (USE KINDERGARTEN WORDING)
Households with a 7-year-old in kindergarten and a child age 5 or younger attending
either preschool or early enrichment (USE PRESCHOOL WORDING)
Households with a child age 7 or younger who is currently attending a preschool
program (with or without a sibling in early enrichment) (USE PRESCHOOL WORDING)
Households with a child age 7 or younger who is in early enrichment and no child in
preschool or kindergarten (USE ENRICHMENT WORDING)
Households with a child age 7 or younger who is not currently attending a preschool
program or in an early enrichment program (without a sibling in early
enrichment/preschool, including parents who report being currently pregnant with their
first child) (USE FUTURE WORDING)
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Now we would like to ask you some questions about your child’s educational activities.
Please answer the following questions regarding your child CURRENTLY enrolled in an early care and
education program.
If you have more than one child currently enrolled in an early care and education program, please
answer regarding your OLDEST child CURRENTLY enrolled.
Please answer the following questions regarding your child CURRENTLY enrolled in kindergarten.
Please answer the following questions regarding your child CURRENTLY participating in an early
enrichment program.
30. Was your child previously enrolled in a child care center, preschool, or nursery school?
a. Yes
b. No (SKIP TO question 56)
31. Which describes the types of early care and education programs you considered for your child?
Which describes the types of early care and education programs you considered for your child?
a. Only Jewish early care and education programs
b. Jewish and non-Jewish early care and education programs
c. Only non-Jewish early care and education programs
32. How old was your child when they first went to an early care and education program?
How old was your child when they first went to an early care and education program?
a. Under 1 year
b. 1
c. 2
d. 3
e. 4

39. Thinking about the program where your child spent the most time, was the child care center,
preschool, or nursery school Jewish or connected with a Jewish organization?
a. Yes
b. No (SKIP TO question 41)
Is your child’s early care and education program Jewish or connected with a Jewish organization?
a. Yes
b. No (SKIP TO question 41)
Is your child’s early enrichment program Jewish or connected with a Jewish organization?
a. Yes
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b. No (SKIP TO question 41)
73. Ask only if zip codes fall into areas for 3 communities’ federations and answered “yes” to
question 39
What was the name of the early care and education program where your child spent the most
time?
What is the name of the early care and education program that your child attends?
What is the name of the early enrichment program that your child attends?
FOR EARLY CARE AND EDUCATION: Drop down menu with community specific Jewish
schools and ”none of the above”
FOR EARLY ENRICHMENT: Drop down menu with community specific Jewish schools OR
write-in textbox
74. How long did your child attend this early care and education program?
How long has your child attended this early care and education program?
a. Less than six months
b. 6 months – less than 1 year
c. 1 year – less than 2 years
d. 2 years or more
How often has your family participated in this early enrichment program in the past 12 months?
a. More than once a week
b. Once a week
c. Once or twice a month
d. A few times a year
e. Seldom
75. How many days each week did your child go to this early care and education program?
How many days each week does your child go to this early care and education program?
a. 1
b. 2
c. 3
d. 4
e. 5
76. How many hours each week did your child go to this early care and education program?
How many hours each week does your child go to this early care and education program?
a. 0-8
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b.
c.
d.
e.
f.

9-16
17-24
25-31
32-40
41+

77. Did this early care and education program meet 12 months per year?
Does this early care and education program meet 12 months per year?
a. Yes
b. No

78. How would you rate the overall quality of this early care and education program?
How would you rate the overall quality of this early care and education program?
a. Best I can imagine
b. Better than I had expected to find for my child
c. Good for my child
d. Good enough for my child, but not as good as I’d wish for
e. Only good enough for the short-term
f. Not good enough for my child

79. How happy have you been with your experience?
How happy have you been with your experience?
How happy have you been with your experience?
a. Not at all happy
b. A little happy
c. Somewhat happy
d. Very happy
80. How important was each of these reasons when you chose the early care and
education program where your child spent most of their time? (Please SELECT one
option for each row)
How important was each of these reasons when you chose the early care and
education program where your child spends the most time? (Please SELECT one
option for each row)
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Not at all A little
important important

Somewhat
Important

Very
important

Does not
apply

a. The location of the
program
b. The cost of the
program
c. The reliability of
the program
d. The learning
activities at the
program
e. The child spending
time with other
kids their age
f. The times during
the day that the
program is able to
provide care
g. The number of
other children in
this child’s care
group
h. The reputation of
the program
i. Recommendations
from friends and
family
j. My friends send
their children to
the program
k. The warmth of the
staff
l. The quality of care
m. The language(s)
spoken at the
program
n. Meeting other
parents with
young children
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o. [For parents who
chose JECE] The
program provides
Jewish education
[For parents who
did not chose
JECE] The program
does not provide
Jewish education
p. [For parents who
chose JECE] The
program provides
exposure to
Jewish culture
q. Other (please
specify)

81. For each of the features that you marked as very important, which met your expectations?
For each of the features that you marked as very important, which met your expectations?
Populate list of items marked “very important” from table above (#47). For each item, options
include:
a. Met expectations
b. Did not meet expectations
82. Of the reasons listed above, which was the most important reason that you chose this early care
and education program for your child?
Of the reasons listed above, which was the most important reason that you chose this early care
and education program for your child?
Drop down menu with items marked “very important” from above table (#47)
83. How much are the following statements like your child’s previous educator? (Please SELECT one
response option for each row)
My child care educator…
Not at all
like my
educator

A little like
my
educator

A lot like my
educator

Exactly like
my educator
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a. Asked me questions to show he/she
cared about my family.
b. Encouraged me to be involved in all
aspects of my child’s care and
education.
c. Listened to my ideas about ways to
change or improve the care and
education my child received.
d. Respected me as a parent.
e. Shared information with me about
my child’s day.
f. Told me how my child was
progressing towards goals or
developmental milestones.
g. Showed respect for different ethnic
heritages.

h. Was respectful of religious beliefs.
i. (Show IF: i child attends a Jewish
program) Helped families provide
Jewish experiences for their
children.
j. (Show IF: child attends a Jewish
program) Taught my child about
Jewish life.

How much are the following statements like your child’s educator? (Please SELECT one box for each
row)
My child care educator…
Not at all
like my
educator

A little like
my educator

A lot like my
educator

Exactly like my
educator
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k. Asks me questions to show he/she
cares about my family.
l. Encourages me to be involved in all
aspects of my child’s care and
education.
m. Listens to my ideas about ways to
change or improve the care and
education my child receives.
n. Respects me as a parent.
o. Shares information with me about
my child’s day.
p. Tells me how my child is progressing
towards goals or developmental
milestones.
q. Shows respect for different ethnic
heritages.

r. Is respectful of religious beliefs.
s. (Show IF: i child attends a Jewish
program) Helps families provide
Jewish experiences for their children.
t. (Show IF: child attends a Jewish
program) Teaches my child about
Jewish life.
84. [If question 39 = yes] How much do you agree with the following statements? (Please SELECT one
option for each row) As a result of enrolling my child in this early care and education program…
[If question 39 = yes] How much do you agree with the following statements? (Please SELECT one
box for each row) As a result of enrolling my child in this early care and education program…
Strongly
disagree

Disagree

Neutral

Agree

Strongly
agree

Not sure
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a. I feel more a part of the
Jewish community created
by the early care and
education program.
b. I feel more a part of the
local Jewish community.
c. I feel more a part of the
global Jewish community.
d. I feel greater pride in being
Jewish.
e. I can see greater relevance
of Judaism to my own life.
f.

I know more about
different ways of being
Jewish.

g. I am interested in learning
about Jewish heritage
traditions, values, and/or
culture.
h. I have made friends who
are Jewish.
i.

I started a new Jewish
tradition in my
home/family.

j.

I built upon a Jewish
tradition in my
home/family.

k. I have not changed any
Jewish traditions in my
home/family.
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l.

I have joined a Jewish
organization (e.g., JCC,
synagogue).

85. Has your child ever attended a Jewish early enrichment program (infant/toddler programs such
as parent-child classes, playgroups, music or physical activities)?
a. Yes
b. No (SKIP TO question 56)
Has your child ever attended a Jewish early enrichment program (infant/toddler programs such
as parent-child classes, playgroups, music or physical activities)?
b. Yes
c. No (SKIP TO question 57)
[If Yes] How often did your family participate in this early enrichment program?
[If Yes] How often did your family participate in this early enrichment program?
a. More than once a week
b. Once a week
c. Once or twice a month
d. A few times a year
e. Seldom

86. (If child is not yet in child care) Are you currently considering, or will you soon be considering a preschool or
child care program for one or more of your children?
Are you currently considering, or will you soon be considering a preschool or child care program for one or
more of your children?
a. Yes
b. No (SKIP TO question 57)
87. How likely is it that you will choose a Jewish school or program?
How likely is it that you will choose a Jewish school or program?
a. Very likely
b. Somewhat likely
c. Not very likely
d. Not likely at all
88. How important do you think each of the following factors will be for you when considering an early care and
education program for your child? (Please SELECT one response for each row)
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How important do you think each of the following factors will be for you when considering an early care and
education program for your child? (Please SELECT one response option for each row)
Not at all
important

A little
important

Somewhat
important

Very
important

Does
not
apply

a. The location of the program
b. The cost of the program
c. The reliability of the program
d. The learning activities at the
program
e. The child spending time with other
kids his/her age
f. The times during the day that the
program is able to provide care
g. The number of other children in this
child’s care group
h. The reputation of the program
i. Recommendations from friends
and family
j. My friends send their children
there
k. The warmth of the staff
l. The quality of care
m. The language(s) spoken at the
program
n. Meeting other parents with young
children
o. The program provides Jewish
education
p. The program does not provide
Jewish education
q. The program provides exposure to
Jewish culture

94

r. Other (please specify)
89. Does your child currently attend (SELECT ALL THAT APPLY)…
Hebrew or Jewish Religious/Supplementary/Sunday school
Non-Jewish Religious school
Jewish day school
Public or public charter school
Non-Jewish private school
Home school for Jewish education
Home school for secular education
Jewish day camp
Secular day camp
Please answer the following question regarding ALL of your children.
[If selected Tot Shabbat in HH Roster] How often did you participate in a Tot Shabbat with your
child(ren) in the last 12 months?
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.
g.

More than once a week
Once a week
Once or twice a month
A few times a year
Seldom
Never
Not sure

90. In the future, how likely are you to send your child[ren] to… (Please SELECT one response for
each row)
In the future, how likely are you to send your child[ren] to… (Please SELECT one response option
for each row)
In the future, how likely are you to send your child[ren] to… (Please SELECT one response option
for each row)
(Please CHECK one box for each row) In the future, how likely are you to send your child[ren]
to…
Not at all
likely

A little
likely

Somewhat Very
likely
likely

Not
sure

a. (only applicable if youngest child is not
already in preschool) Jewish preschool

95

b. Hebrew or Jewish
Religious/Supplementary/Sunday school
c. Non-Jewish Religious school
d. Jewish day school
e. Public or public charter school
f. Non-Jewish private school
g. Home school for Jewish education
h. Home school for secular education
i. Jewish day camp
j. Jewish sleepaway camp
k. Secular day or sleepaway camp
l. Other Jewish program
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ENGAGEMENT BEFORE BIRTH OF FIRST (SKIP PAGE IF #5 = Yes)
Before we conclude with some additional demographic questions, we’d like to ask you about your
religious and cultural traditions, behaviors, values, and beliefs in the year (12 months) before your first
child was born.
33. Were you a member of a temple, synagogue, or independent minyan during the 12 months before
your first child was born?
a. Yes
b. No
34. Aside from special occasions like weddings, funerals, and bar/bat mitzvahs, how often did you
attend Jewish religious services at a synagogue, temple, minyan, hhavurah, or other location during
the 12 months before your first child was born?
a. More than once a week
b. Once a week
c. Once or twice a month
d. A few times a year
e. Seldom
f. Never
35. For each of the following Jewish holidays, please indicate whether you and/or your partner (if
applicable) observed the holiday during the 12 months before your first child was born. (SELECT ALL
THAT APPLY)
Yes

No

a. High Holidays (Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur)
b. Chanukah
c. Passover

35a. (If yes to High Holidays) Did you/they observe High Holidays
In your home?
In the home of friends or family?
With friends?
With extended family (my child’s grandparents, aunts, uncles, cousins)?
In a place of worship?
In a secular, public gathering place?
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35b. (If yes to Chanukah) Did you/they observe Chanukah
In your home
In the home of friends or family
With friends
With extended family (my child’s grandparents, aunts, uncles, cousins)
In a place of worship
In a secular, public gathering place
35c. (If yes to Passover) Did you/they observe Passover
In your home
In the home of friends or family
With friends
With extended family (my child’s grandparents, aunts, uncles, cousins)
In a place of worship
In a secular, public gathering place
36. In the 12 months before your child was born, how many of your close friends were Jewish?
a. All of them
b. Most of them
c. Some of them
d. Hardly any of them
e. None of them (SKIP next question)
f. Don’t know (SKIP next question)
37. In the 12 months before your child was born, how often did you get together with your Jewish
friends to do something Jewish?
a. More than once a week
b. Once a week
c. Once or twice a month
d. A few times a year
e. Seldom
f. Never
38. In the 12 months before your first child was born, how important was being Jewish in your life?
a. Not at all important
b. Not too important
c. Somewhat important
d. Very important
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DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS – CHILD’S PARENT #1
We’d like to ask you some demographic questions.
91. In what country were you born?
a. United States
b. Israel
c. Former Soviet Union
d. Other, please specify: __________________________
92. [Skip if no partner reported] In what country was your partner born?
a. United States
b. Israel
c. Former Soviet Union
d. Other, please specify: __________________________
93. Where were you raised primarily?
a. The DC Metro area5
b. The Chicago Metro area6
c. The Seattle-Tacoma-Bellevue Metro area7
d. Elsewhere in the United States
e. Israel
f. Former Soviet Union
g. Other country, please specify: _________________________

94. To what extent do you and your partner agree about the ways in which your family practices
Judaism?
a. Not at all
b. A little
c. Somewhat
d. Very much
95. Which of the following statements best describes the way you and your partner support your
family's Jewish life?
a. Most of our family's Jewish life takes place as a result of my efforts
b. My partner and I participate equally in making sure our family takes part in Jewish life
c. Most of our family's experience of Jewish life takes place as a result of my partner's
5

The Metropolitan DC area is defined as Montgomery and Prince George’s Counties, MD; Washington, DC;
Arlington, Fairfax, Loudon, and Prince William Counties, VA; and the cities of Alexandria, Fairfax, Falls Church,
Manassas, and Manassas Park, VA.
6
The Chicago Metropolitan area is defined as Cook, DuPage, Kane, Lake, McHenry, and Will Counties, IL.
7
The Seattle–Tacoma–Bellevue Metropolitan area is defined as King, Snohomish, and Pierce Counties, WA.
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efforts
96. What is the highest level of schooling you have completed?
a. Some high school
b. High school diploma or equivalent
c. Some college or technical school
d. Associate’s degree
e. Bachelor's degree
f. Master's degree
g. Professional degree
h. Doctoral degree
97. Are you currently working for pay?
a. Working (employed or self-employed) full-time
b. Working (employed or self-employed) part-time
c. Stay at home parent
d. Unemployed or out of work
e. Full-time student
f. Retired
g. Disabled or unable to work
HOUSEHOLD FINANCES
We’d like to ask you questions about your household’s economic circumstances. Remember you do not
have to answer any questions you don’t want to.
98. Approximately what is your total household income? Please include income from wages and
salaries earned by you or other adults in your household. Also include governmental assistance,
gifts, or other income you may have had.
a. Less than $25,000
b. $25,000 to $49,999
c. $50,000 to $99,999
d. $100,000 to $149,999
e. $150,000 to $249,999
f. $250,000 to $499,999
g. $500,000 or more
h. Prefer not to answer
99. Which of the following words or phrases best describes your household’s standard of living?
a. Prosperous
b. Living very comfortably
c. Living reasonably comfortably
d. Just getting along
e. Nearly poor
f. Poor
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g. Prefer not to answer
THANK YOU AND INCENTIVES
Please feel free to provide any additional comments about early care and education and/or your
Jewish life or information about your answers in the box below.
_________________________________________________________ (Length: 0-3000 characters)
Otherwise, you can click NEXT to end the survey.
NEXT
Thank you for participating in the survey. [For first 2000 respondents] You will now be taken to a
separate form to provide your contact information to be entered into a raffle for a $100 Amazon
gift card and for future follow ups for this longitudinal study. This information will not be stored
with the responses you have provided on this survey. [For respondents after first 2000] You will
now be taken to a separate form to provide your contact information to receive a $10 Amazon gift
card and for future follow ups for this longitudinal study. You will receive the gift card within 5
business days. This information will not be stored with the responses you have provided on this
survey.
Participants will be auto forwarded to the website that will ask for their email address after 5
seconds
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