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Introduction 
In November 2016, the Consortium for Applied Studies in Jewish Education (CASJE) launched a major 
research initiative, funded by Crown Family Philanthropies, to explore the ways in which Jewish early 
care and education (ECE) may serve as a gateway for greater and long-term involvement in Jewish life. 
The initiative aimed to contribute rigorous research findings on Jewish ECE to the field to inform future 
research and practice. The third research goal of this project was to explore the effect of Jewish ECE on 
young families’ Jewish engagement. Building on earlier work in the CASJE ECE Project in which the 
research team conducted a literature review, content analysis of extant survey items of Jewish 
engagement, key informant interviews, and case studies of Jewish ECEs across three communities of 
interest (Chicago, IL, Washington, D.C., and Seattle, WA), the research team developed an online survey 
for parents with young Jewish children (oldest child birth to five years old) to examine parents’ ECE 
choice and experiences, as well as their families’ Jewish engagement. The survey consisted of existing 
items identified during the content analysis and new items the research team developed to assess 
constructs of Jewish engagement that were missing from extant surveys. These new items were 
informed by key informant interviews, and all survey items were cognitively tested with Jewish parents 
with young children before the survey was launched.1 This report shares findings from the parent survey 
developed for the CASJE ECE Project; the final version of the parent survey is appended to this report. 
Further detail about the analytic approach and survey methodology can be found in Appendix A of the 
CASJE ECE Project Final Report. 

Research Questions  
The online parent survey was designed to answer three research questions: 

1. Are there patterns of Jewish engagement that can be used to group Jewish families into 
“profiles,” or distinct subgroups, of engagement? What demographic characteristics are 
associated with these Jewish engagement profiles?   

2. Does Jewish engagement change after a year in Jewish ECE? Does Jewish engagement change in 
different ways based on enrollment in Jewish ECE?   

3. What is the effect of Jewish ECE on current Jewish engagement? Does this vary by initial Jewish 
engagement “profile” status? 

The survey was designed to be longitudinal; these same respondents could be asked to complete the 
survey at a later date. Because a second data collection point with these same respondents was not 
completed within the CASJE ECE Project, the second research question was modified to consider: “Does 
Jewish engagement change from before the birth of the first child to the time of survey administration 
for families in ECE? Does Jewish engagement change in different ways based on enrollment in Jewish 
ECE?” To answer these questions, we analyzed parents’ responses about their level of Jewish 
engagement before their child was born and at the time of survey completion. We also analyzed 

 
1 See Arkin, M., & Halle, T. (2019). Developing the CASJE ECE Project’s Parent Survey: The Cognitive Interview 
Process. Washington, DC: Consortium for Applied Studies in Jewish Education. 
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responses from parents who had enrolled their child in Jewish ECE regarding reflections on ways that 
their attitudes and behaviors had changed since participation in Jewish ECE.  	

Key Findings 
Parents reported being more Jewishly engaged currently than before their first child was born. 

• Since the year before their first child was born, more parents report that most or all of their 
friends are Jewish, they do Jewish things with their Jewish friends at least once per month, 
Judaism is very important to them, and they are members of a synagogue. 

Parents also reported feeling more engaged as a result of enrolling their child in Jewish ECE.  

• The CASJE ECE parent survey asked parents how strongly they agreed or disagreed when asked 
whether enrolling their child in a Jewish ECE changed their engagement in Jewish life in various 
ways. The most commonly reported increases in Jewish engagement for respondents with a 
child in Jewish ECE were in feeling more a part of the Jewish community (both generally and 
locally) and having made friends who are Jewish. Comparable questions were not asked of 
parents whose children attended another type of ECE. 

Based on a subset of survey items, families’ Jewish engagement can be described by four distinct 
profiles: 

• A profile we labeled “Baseline” engagement, representing families that are not highly engaged 
in any domain of engagement examined. It is important to note that the “Baseline” profile does 
not represent families that are not Jewishly engaged. Rather, it represents families that do not 
have high levels of engagement within the domains of Jewish engagement we examined in this 
analysis. For example, when asked about holiday celebrations, families associated with the 
“Baseline” profile tended to report celebrating one or two Jewish holidays per year rather than 
all three. 2 These families may also do Jewish things, but less than once a month. 

• A profile we labeled “Holiday-based” engagement, representing families that celebrate at least 
three major Jewish holidays, often with family or friends, but are not highly engaged in other 
domains. 

• A profile we labeled “Connected,” representing families that are highly engaged in the following 
domains: Judaism is very important, they are frequently (at least monthly) doing Jewish things, 
they celebrate Jewish holidays, and celebrate the holidays with family and friends. Families 
represented by this profile are not highly engaged in synagogue membership or attending 
religious services, and do not endorse the statement that most or all of their friends are Jewish.   

 
2 Because at least 85 percent of respondents said they celebrated each holiday, we combined holiday celebrations 
into one variable indicating respondents participated in all three holidays. An indicator of whether they celebrated 
all three holidays provides more variability in this construct of engagement.  
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• A profile we labeled “Connected and Affiliated,” representing families that are highly engaged 
across all domains of Jewish engagement examined in this analysis. 

Analyses of Jewish engagement “profiles” from the CASJE ECE parent survey indicate that Jewish ECE 
can increase Jewish engagement among families that are already “connected” to Jewish life.  

• Most families characterized by a Jewish engagement profile “stay” in that profile from the time 
before the birth of their first child to the time of the survey. This speaks to how difficult it may 
be to change how families are Jewishly engaged.  

• However, families with children enrolled in Jewish ECE were more likely than families with 
children enrolled in other types of ECE3 to transition from being represented by a “Connected” 
profile (pre-birth of first child) to being represented by a “Connected and Affiliated” profile 
(currently). This suggests an effect of Jewish ECE over other types of ECE in changing how 
families are Jewishly engaged – at least among those who are initially “connected” to Jewish life.   

• Families represented by “Baseline” and “Holiday-based” engagement profiles before the birth of 
their first child and then enroll their children in Jewish ECE are no more likely than their peers 
who enroll their child in other types of ECE to change Jewish engagement profile membership 
from pre-birth to the present (i.e., time of the survey). Indeed, neither families who enroll their 
child in Jewish ECE nor families who enroll in other types of ECE change their membership in 
“Baseline” or “Holiday-based” profiles across the timepoints of prior to first child’s birth and the 
present, suggesting that families may need a certain “threshold” of initial Jewish engagement to 
shift toward greater Jewish engagement based on their child’s exposure to Jewish ECE.  

Method 

Participants 
Participants were recruited via email and website announcements that asked them to take an online 
survey about their educational choices for their children and their family’s Jewish engagement. These 
emails were sent through PJ Library4 listservs, local Jewish Community Centers listservs, websites and 
Facebook pages, snowball methods in which survey respondents sent their eligible friends and family 
members the survey link, and the study team’s Facebook page and personal contacts in three U.S. 
communities: Chicago, IL, Washington, D.C., and Seattle WA.5 To be eligible for the study, participants 
needed to have a child under six years of age and either identify as Jewish or live with another adult who 
identified as Jewish. The survey launched in June 2018 and closed in August 2018. Our target number of 

 
3For the purposes of this report, “Other ECE” refers to any ECE program that is not affiliated with a Jewish 
organization.   
4 https://pjlibrary.org/home 
5 It should be noted that all families recruited in this manner, including families who have not enrolled their child in 
Jewish ECE, likely had some form of exposure to Jewish-sponsored engagement interventions, such as PJ Library. 
Limitations of the study design will be discussed further in the Summary section of this report.  
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responses to the survey was 3,000; that sample size was needed to conduct all planned analyses. We 
received a total of 3,858 survey responses. Of these, 1,223 were deemed valid.6  

There are several units of analysis we explore in this document. For some questions we have 
information about both parents (e.g., whether they are Jewish); for others we have information about 
the family (e.g., with what branch of Judaism the family identifies); and for others we only have 
information about the responding parent. We specify in the sections below whether we are talking 
about the respondent, the parents, or the family.  

Procedures 
The survey included questions about 1) eligibility for the survey; 2) demographic characteristics largely 
assessed via a household roster that includes educational activities for children and past Jewish 
educational and engagement activities for adults; 3) educational choices (for the oldest child) and 
experiences, and 4) family Jewish engagement. The full survey can be found in the Appendix to this 
report. Participants who completed the survey and provided their e-mail address were either entered 
into a raffle to win a $100 gift card or received a $10 gift card to thank them for their time.7 They were 
asked to provide an email address so that they could be contacted in June 2019 for a follow up survey.  

Analytic Approach 
To address our research questions, analyses were completed in three parts. The first, descriptive 
analyses, provides information about the sample including their demographic characteristics, Jewish 
engagement prior to the birth of their first child, ECE choice and experience, choice of Jewish versus 
other ECE, current Jewish engagement, and likelihood of future educational activities. The descriptive 
analyses utilized the full sample (N = 1,223). Select descriptive tables include sub analyses of the ECE 
sample (n= 816). The ECE sample includes parents whose children are currently enrolled in a Jewish or 
other ECE (n= 778), as well as parents whose children were recently enrolled in Jewish or other ECE but 
have since aged out (n=38). The remaining 407 families whose children were not in ECE are not included 
in sub analyses. These families include: 143 with children in early engagement programming8 but not in 
ECE; 213 families with children not enrolled in any educational activities, and 51 families that did not 
answer any questions about their child’s educational activities 

For the second major analysis we conducted propensity score matching (PSM), an analysis used to 
create statistically equivalent samples that differ on one key “treatment” variable so a quasi-
experimental design can be analytically imposed. In this study, the sample of parents whose children 

 
6 A link to the survey was compromised by bots (i.e., programs on the internet similar to viruses that take surveys 
and create fake data). We identified these cases through extensive data cleaning and eliminated them from 
analyses. 
7 Respondents who completed the survey within the first month were entered into a raffle for a $100 Amazon gift 
card, and respondents who completed the survey during the second month received a $10 Amazon gift card. We 
were concerned about our response and drop-off rate after the first month the survey was open, so we 
reorganized the question order in the survey and changed the incentive given. More detail about survey 
administration is provided in Appendix A of the CASJE ECE Project Final Report.  
8 Jewish “early engagement” programming is a subset of Jewish family programming that is targeted to families 
with children ages birth to three and not yet enrolled in early care and education. 
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are/were enrolled in an ECE program were used in the PSM. These families were “matched” on a series 
of demographic and Jewish background indicators such that they are statistically equivalent except for 
their choice to send their children to Jewish or other ECE (our “treatment” variable). Variables in the 
PSM include:  

• mother and father age; 
• whether the respondent is married; 
• whether the mother is Jewish; 
• whether one of the parents was born in Israel; 
• household income; 
• how comfortably the respondent feels they live; 
• respondent educational attainment; 
• whether the respondent works; 
• the community in which the family lives (Chicago, IL, Washington, D.C., or Seattle, WA, “other”); 
• whether the respondent identifies as Ashkenazi ethnicity; 
• whether the family identifies as Orthodox, Reform, or Secular;9 
• whether the child attended Jewish early engagement programming; 
• how many years the mother participated in Jewish youth group; 
• whether the mother attended Jewish day school; 
• whether the mother had a bat mitzvah celebration; 
• whether the father attended Jewish day school; 
• and, whether the father participated in a Jewish organization in college, such as Hillel.  

o We also tested all of the variables for mother’s and father’s past Jewish experiences and 
found that attending day school, having had a bat mitzvah, and having participated in a 
Jewish college organization (for the father) were significantly associated with widely 
used indicators of Jewish engagement. 

Variables were not included in the PSM if they did not correlate with widely used indicators of Jewish 
engagement, such as synagogue membership.  

PSM allows researchers to test different models until one is found that is the best balance – an indicator 
of how statistically equivalent the Jewish ECE and other ECE families are – between the two groups. In 
the final and most balanced model, the ECE groups are not equivalent on several important 
characteristics: whether the mother and father went to day school, whether the child attended Jewish 
early engagement, and whether the respondent stayed home as opposed to worked outside the home. 
Specifically, parents who attended day school and sent their child to Jewish early engagement 
programming were more likely to send their child to Jewish ECE than to other ECE. Stay-at-home parents 

 
9 We tested all “branches” of Judaism (Orthodox, Reform, Secular, Conservative, Reconstructionist, Renewal, 
Nondenominational, “Just Jewish,” “Other”) and found that only Orthodox, Reform, and Secular were significantly 
associated with widely used indicators of Jewish engagement (e.g., synagogue membership). Because the other 
branches were not significantly associated with indicators of Jewish engagement, Orthodox, Reform, and Secular 
were maintained in the model. 
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were also more likely to have children in Jewish ECE than other ECE. Because the PSM “matches” a 
family in Jewish ECE to a family in other ECE, families that cannot be matched (e.g., are not statistically 
equivalent to another) are dropped from the sample. Because a one-to-one matching was used for the 
PSM approach rather than using a PSM approach that accounts for missingness, families with missing 
data on the variables used in the PSM were dropped. The PSM resulted in a sample of 422 families with 
children in ECE: 211 families with children in Jewish ECE were “matched” with 211 families with children 
in other ECE. These matched pairs were statistically equivalent except for the parents’ experiences with 
day school, the child’s experience with Jewish early engagement programs, and whether the responding 
parent worked outside the home. The matched pairs are statistically equivalent on all other factors.  

The third major analysis is a latent transition analysis (LTA). Using the sample derived from the PSM, the 
LTA used indicators of Jewish engagement that respondents reported about in reference to two periods 
of time to create profiles of Jewish engagement: 1) during the year before their first child was born 
(retrospective report) and 2) at the time of the survey (concurrent report). These variables are specified 
in the LTA results section of this report. We then tested whether there was transition between profiles 
(i.e., parents became more or less Jewishly engaged between the year before the birth of their first child 
and the time of the survey). Last, we tested whether Jewish ECE uniquely explained this change in 
Jewish engagement over time. Because we used a sample of parents that were statistically equivalent 
except for their choice of Jewish versus other ECE, we can conclude that statistically significant 
differences in change in Jewish engagement over time between the two groups can be attributed to 
enrollment in Jewish ECE with the caveat that parents who attended day school and sent their child to 
Jewish early engagement programming were more likely to send their child to Jewish ECE. 

Missing data was handled through listwise deletion.  

Results: Descriptive Analyses 
The sample of parents raising Jewish children aged 0-5 primarily included parents in three communities 
across the United States: Chicago, IL, Washington, D.C., and Seattle, WA. Because the survey was 
administered online, we did not restrict the sample to these three communities, but we also did not 
actively recruit outside of them. Table 1 shows the total sample size and the sample sizes within each 
community. A plurality of the sample lives in Chicago, IL. The next largest proportion of respondents live 
in the Greater Washington, D.C. area,10 followed by Seattle and “other” areas of the U.S. 

Because a key question the survey was designed to address is “what is the effect of Jewish (versus 
“other”) ECE on a family’s Jewish engagement,” Table 1 also presents the sample by whether children in 
the responding families were currently or previously enrolled in Jewish or other ECE. Roughly equal 
proportions of the sample have or have had children enrolled in Jewish and other ECE. In general, 
community-level differences in ECE choice and Jewish engagement within the three target communities 

 
10 The study team was only able to procure half of the PJ Library list in the Greater Washington, D.C. area. This may 
be why the D.C. sample is about half of the Chicago sample, despite a similar number of Jewish households in each 
community. 
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were not notable. For example, between 42% and 49% of the population in each of the three target 
communities had children enrolled in Jewish ECE, which is not a statistically significant difference. 

Table 1. Sample Overview 

Community N (%)  
Chicago, IL 591 (49) 
Greater Washington, D.C. 299 (25) 
Seattle, WA  193 (16) 
Other 140 (11) 
Total 1,216(100) 
Educational Activities 
Jewish ECE 391 (32) 
Other ECE 425 (35) 
Other 407 (33)  
Total 1,223 (100) 

Note. ECE = early care and education. “Other” educational activities include  
children who are enrolled in programming for infants and toddlers (n = 143),  
who have never been enrolled in an educational activity (e.g., those who are  
too young) (n=213), or whose parents did not answer educational activity  
questions (n=51).  
 
We provide community-specific descriptions of participant demographics, but otherwise focus on the 
difference between families with children in Jewish versus other ECE in the tables below. 

Demographics 
The majority of survey respondents were mothers (85%). There was a very small number of 
grandparents who completed the survey (n = 7). Because of these grandparents, the respondent age 
covers a wide range, but the mean indicates that, parents in this sample are of the millennial 
generation,11 which is what we would expect given the respondents had to have a young child. The 
oldest child in the home was just over two and half years, on average. As expected, given the survey 
inclusion criteria, the majority of respondents were Jewish (96 percent, not shown). Nearly a third of 
respondents across communities had interfaith marriages, and interfaith marriage was more prevalent 
in Seattle than in the other communities. Interfaith marriage was also less prevalent among the 
respondents from outside one of the three target communities. Fewer than 10 percent of families had 
at least one Israeli-born parent, and this did not differ by community.  

Table 2. Family Demographic Characteristics 

 Respondent Type 

 
11 Millennials are the demographic cohort born between 1981 and 1996. They are also known as Generation Y.  
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Mother Father Grandparent 
Respondent 

Age 
(in years) 

Target 
Child Age 
(in years) 

Interfaith 
marriage12 

At least 
one 

parent 
Israeli-
born 

 % % % 
Mean 

(Range) 
Mean 

(Range) 
% % 

Overall 85 15 1 33.6 (18-80) 2.7 (0-5) 32 6 
By Community  
Chicago 86 13 1 33.4 (18-80) 2.5 (0-5) 29 6 
Washington, 
D.C. 

89 11 0 34.3 (25-50) 2.9 (0-5) 33 5 

Seattle 84 15 1 33.9 (18-60) 2.5 (0-5) 46* 7 
Other 
Community 

71 28 1 32.2 (18-55) 3.3 (0-5) 19* 4 

By ECE type  
Jewish ECE 82 18 1 33.8 (18-80) 3.4 (0-5) 16** 8* 
Other ECE 88 12 0 34.5 (18-60) 2.9 (0-5) 42 4 

Note. N = 600-1,223 for respondent type. Percentages may not add to 100 due to rounding. 
*p<.05     **p<.001 
 

Respondents were asked about the branches of Judaism with which their family identifies (Table 3).  

• The plurality of respondents reported their families identified with multiple branches (33 
percent, part of the “other” Judaism “Branch” category). The next largest percentage identified 
as Reform (24 percent), followed by Conservative (18 percent). Table 3 also shows the 
proportion that are Orthodox and Secular as well because they, combined with Reform, were 
used to match families in the PSM. Community-level analyses suggest respondents from outside 
the three target communities were more likely to identify as Orthodox. Respondents from 
Washington, D.C. were more likely to identify as Conservative and less likely to identify as 
Reform, compared to the other target communities.  

• The majority of respondents across communities identified ethnically as Ashkenazi. Nearly 20 
percent across communities did not identify as any ethnicity (not shown). 

• Parents with children in Jewish ECE were more likely to identify as Orthodox or Conservative and 
less likely to identify as Reform or Secular than parents with children in other ECE. 

 
12 We compared the rates of interfaith marriage, or intermarriage, to published reports within each of the three 
target communities. Respondents who took this survey reported lower rates of interfaith marriage than the 
general Jewish population within their community. For comparison, the rate of interfaith marriage in DC is 44 
percent, in Seattle is 56 percent, and in Chicago is 37 percent. 
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Table 3. Respondents’ Branch of Judaism and Ethnicity 

 Judaism “Branch” Ethnicity 
 Orthodox 

% 
Conserva

tive 
% 

Reform 
% 

Secular/ 
Cultural 

% 

Other 
% 

Total 
% 

Ashkenazi 
% 

Other 
% 

Total 
% 

Overall  8 18 24 8 43 100 75 25 100 
By 
Community 

         

Chicago 9 17 27 6 41 100 79 21 100 
Washington, 
D.C. 

5 25* 18* 9 43 100 83 17 100 

Seattle 5 12 29 10 43 100 68 32 100 
Other 
Community 

14* 12 16 9 49 100 51 49 100 

By ECE type          
Jewish ECE 12* 23* 19* 5 * 41 100 72 28 100 
Other ECE 3 13 28 11 45 100 76 24 100 

Note. N = 1,050. Orthodox, Reform, and Secular/Cultural were the branches of Judaism used to match participants 
in the propensity score matching and are therefore highlighted here. Percentages may add to more than 100 due 
to rounding. 
* p < .05 

Engagement Prior to the Birth of the First Child  
Now that we understand who is in the sample, we move on to tell a story of what these families’ 
engagement and ECE choices look like. We begin chronologically, with parents’ retrospective responses 
to questions about their families’ Jewish engagement in the year before the birth of their first child (pre-
birth).  

• Between 85 percent and 90 percent of the total sample celebrated the High Holidays, 
Chanukah, and Passover in the year before the birth of their first child (Table 4).  

• Consistent with findings from other phases of the CASJE ECE Project, respondents to the survey 
reported that before the birth of their first child, they celebrated holidays with friends less than 
they celebrated at home. 
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Table 4. Pre-birth Holidays Observed 

 
 

Celebrate  
% 

Celebrate in the 
home 

% 

Celebrate in 
place of 
worship 

% 

Celebrate with 
friends 

% 

For each of the following Jewish holidays, please indicate whether you and/or your partner 
observed the holiday during the 12 months before your first child was born: 

High Holidays 85 64 67 43 
Chanukah 90 83 17 47 
Passover 87 65 18 45 

Note. N= 1,166-1,167. Percent celebrating in home, in place of worship, and with friends are percent of those who 
report that they celebrate the holiday(s). 

In contrast to the vast majority of families that celebrated Jewish holidays pre-birth, fewer families from 
the overall sample had mostly or exclusively Jewish friends (38 percent), did Jewish things with their 
Jewish friends (29 percent) reported Judaism was very important in their life (45 percent), were 
members of a synagogue, temple, or minyan (36 percent), or attended religious services (25 percent)  in 
the year before their first child was born. Table 5 shows these pre-birth activities for families.  

Table 5. Pre-birth Jewish Friendships, Identity, and Activities 

 
 

% 

In the 12 months before my child was born… 

Most or all of my friends were Jewish 38 

I got together with my Jewish friends to do something Jewish 29 

Judaism was very important in my life 45 

I was a member of a synagogue13 36 
I attended religious services at least once or twice a month 25 

Note. N = 1,061-1,167. 

In sum, before the birth of their first child, most respondents in the sample were not engaging Jewishly 
beyond observing holidays, which they tended to observe at home (presumably with family). 

 
13 Respondents who took this survey reported similar rates of synagogue membership than the general Jewish 
population within their community. In this sample, the rate of synagogue membership by community is: D.C. – 29 
percent, Chicago – 35 percent, Seattle – 37 percent. For comparison, studies representative of the Jewish 
populations in these communities found synagogue membership rates to be: D.C. – 26 percent, Chicago – 36 
percent, Seattle – 34 percent. 
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ECE Choice 
Once parents had children and it came time to choose an ECE program for their children, many 
respondents considered Jewish ECEs. This was the case across communities. Fewer than 25 percent in 
any community did not consider Jewish ECE (Table 6). In all communities, the majority of families 
considered both Jewish and other ECE options, with approximately one in five families considering 
Jewish ECE only.   

Table 6. Types of ECE Programs Considered, by Community 

 
Chicago 

% 
D.C. 

% 
Seattle 

% 

Other 
Community  

% 
Which describes the types of early care and education programs you considered for your 
child? 

Jewish ECE only 24 18 20 37 
Other ECE only 19 21 24 11 
Both 57 61 56 53 
Total % 100 100 100 100 

Note. N = 816. 

When asked what factors were very important to parents as they were making their ECE choice, several 
differences emerged between families that chose Jewish ECE and those who chose other ECE (Table 7). 
Specifically, parents who chose Jewish ECE were: 

• Less likely to report that location, cost, times during the day the program provides care, and 
quality of care are very important when choosing an ECE program. 

• More likely to report that recommendations from friends, warmth of the staff, meeting other 
parents with young children, and giving their child a Jewish education are very important when 
choosing an ECE program. 
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Table 7. Factors Rated Very Important when Choosing an ECE Program 

 
Attended Jewish 

ECE 
% 

Attended Other 
ECE 
% 

How important was each of these reasons when you chose the early care and education 
program where your child spent most of their time?  

Quality of care 90* 94 
Reliability of program 87 90 
Warmth of the staff 84* 78 
Child spending time with other kids his/her 
age 

78 74 

Learning activities at program 75 71 
Reputation of program 69 63 
Location of program 65** 85 
Times during day program provides care 65* 73 
Program provides Jewish education 
Program does not provide Jewish education 

59** 6 

Recommendations from friends and family 51** 40 
Cost of program 41** 58 
Number of other children in child’s care 
group 

38 39 

Meeting other parents with young children 37** 17 
Language(s) spoken at the program 30 27 
Friends send child(ren) there 24 18 
Provides exposure to Jewish culture 0 0 

Note. N = 687-788. Chi-square analyses were conducted to determine differences between Jewish  
ECE and Other ECE 
* p < .05     ** p < .01 

Characteristics of Families that Send their Child(ren) to Jewish ECE 
We next examined the characteristics of families who send their children to Jewish ECE. This means that 
we are describing the proportion of respondents with each characteristic who sent their child to Jewish 
ECE, not the proportion of respondents with children in Jewish versus other ECE with each 
characteristic. For example, Table 8 shows the break-down of interfaith marriage couples who send their 
children to Jewish versus other ECE. This is not the same as the proportion of couples with children in 
Jewish ECE who have an interfaith marriage. 

Families characterized by interfaith marriage and that identify as secular or Reform are more likely to 
send their child to other ECE than to Jewish ECE. Families that identify as Orthodox or Conservative, with 
at least one parent born in Israel, and in which the respondent does not work outside of the home are 
more likely to send their children to Jewish ECE than to other ECE (Table 8). 
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Table 8. Denominational Identification and Other Family Characteristics by ECE Choice 

 
 

Attended Jewish 
ECE 
% 

Attended Other ECE 
% 

Total 
% 

Judaism “Branch” 
Orthodox 75** 25 100 
Conservative 62** 38 100 
Reform 38* 62 100 
Secular 28* 72 100 

Other Family Characteristics 
Interfaith marriage 25** 75 100 
Ashkenazi ethnicity 46 54 100 
At least one parent is Israeli-
born 

65* 35 100 

Respondent employment status 
Works full- or part-time 45* 55 100 
Stays home 62* 38 100 

Note. N = 569-717. Chi-square analyses were conducted to determine differences between Jewish ECE 
And Other ECE. 
* p < .05     ** p < .01 
 

There were also differences in the pre-birth Jewish engagement of respondents who later sent their 
children to Jewish ECE versus other ECE. Specifically: 

• Families that celebrated the High Holidays pre-birth are more likely to have a child in Jewish ECE 
than in other ECE (Table 9). Pre-birth, families that celebrated Chanukah and Passover in a place 
of worship were more likely to later send their child to Jewish ECE than to other ECE.  

Table 9. Pre-birth Holidays Observed and How They are Observed, by ECE Choice 

 Attended Jewish ECE  
% 

Attended Other ECE  
% 

  
Celebrate  

Celebrate 
in the 
home  

Celebrate 
in place 
of 
worship  

Celebrate 
with 
friends  

 
Celebrate  

Celebrate 
in the 
home  

Celebrate 
in place 
of 
worship  

Celebrate 
with 
friends  

High 
Holidays 

51* 52 53 51 49 48 47 49 

Chanukah 48 46 61** 51 52 53 39 49 
Passover  49 50 57* 50 51 50 43 50 
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Note. N = 788-790. Percent celebrating in home, in place of worship, and with friends are percent of those who 
report that they celebrate the holiday(s). Percentages may not add to 100 due to rounding. 
*p < .05     **p < .01 
 
Table 10 shows other pre-birth characteristics of families who later sent their children to Jewish versus 
other ECE. For each of these characteristics, families who had mostly Jewish friends did Jewish things 
with their Jewish friends often, thought Judaism was very important, were members of a synagogue, 
and attended services often pre-birth were more likely to later send their children to Jewish ECE than 
other ECE. 

Table 10. Pre-birth Jewish Friendships, Identity, and Activities, by ECE Choice 

 
 

Attended Jewish 
ECE % 

Attended Other 
ECE % 

Total 
% 

In the 12 months before my child was born… 

Most or all of my friends were Jewish 64** 36 100 

I was a member of a synagogue 61** 39 100 
I attended religious services at least once or twice a 
month 

61** 39 100 

I got together with my Jewish friends to do something 
Jewish at least once per month 

59** 41 100 

Judaism was very important in my life 58** 42 100 

Note. N = 784-789. Chi-square analyses were conducted to determine differences between Jewish ECE 
And Other ECE. 
*p < .05     **p < .01 
 

In sum, families that chose other ECE resemble families in other studies of ECE choice regarding their 
priorities for choosing care: they prioritize location, cost, quality of care, and the hours of operation.14 
While families that chose Jewish ECE also care about these factors, they care about them statistically 
less than those who choose other ECE; this may be related to the fact that more respondents who send 
their children to Jewish ECE than those who send their children to other ECE are stay-at-home parents, 
making the location and hours of operation of ECE less relevant because there is no “need” for care 
during particular hours or locations for employment purposes. Compared to their peers who send their 
children to other ECE, families that send their children to Jewish ECE more strongly prioritize ECE choice 
factors such as the warmth of staff, meeting other parents with young children, and recommendations 
of family and friends. There are other differences among families that choose Jewish ECE compared to 
those that choose other ECE. For example, families that chose Jewish ECE are more likely to identify with 
the Orthodox or Conservative branches of Judaism, or to have at least one Israeli parent in the 

 
14 See Forry et al. (2013) as an example.  
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household. Parents who chose other ECE were more likely to identify with Secular or Reform Judaism 
and to be in an interfaith marriage than their peers who chose Jewish ECE. Finally, parents who sent 
their children to Jewish ECE were more likely to report attitudes and behaviors associated with Jewish 
engagement even prior to their first child’s birth than their peers who currently send their children to 
another type of ECE.  

Current Jewish Engagement 
In addition to asking respondents about Jewish engagement prior to the birth of their first child, we also 
asked about families’ current Jewish engagement. This section reports on Jewish engagement constructs 
that were identified during Phase 1 of the CASJE ECE Project15: the feeling or meaning of Judaism; 
holiday observance; religious activities; Shabbat activities; Jewish and Israel-themed cultural activities; 
child-centered home practice; and relational engagement. We present differences in family Jewish 
engagement by ECE choice (Jewish versus other). 

A majority of respondents reported that being Jewish is very important in their life and it very much 
enhances their life (Table 11).  

• However, less than half of respondents rated themselves as very Jewishly engaged or reported 
that being Jewish is very much a part of their daily life and that they very much feel they belong 
to a Jewish community. Parents whose children are enrolled in Jewish ECE were significantly 
more likely than parents whose children were enrolled in other ECE to endorse these feelings 
around being Jewish. 

• A majority of respondents said it is very important to transmit the values of being Jewish as a 
matter of culture, heritage, and providing an ethnical roadmap to one’s life to their children. 
Fewer than half of respondents said it is very important to transmit the value of being Jewish as 
a matter of religion to their children. When asked to choose the most important value, a 
plurality of respondents across ECE type reported that “being Jewish is a matter of culture” was 
the most important value to transmit to their children. Less than half of respondents thought 
that “being Jewish is a matter of religion” was very important to transmit to their children, and 
the fewest reported that it was the most important value to transmit to their children. 
However, significantly more parents who sent their children to Jewish ECE compared to those 
who sent their children to other ECE thought that transmitting the value that being Jewish is a 
matter of religion was most important.  

  

 
15 See appendix A2 for more information about the methodology of Phase 1 of the CASJE ECE Project. These 
constructs were derived from a literature search, survey item content analysis, and key informant interviews. 
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Table 11. Current Feeling/Meaning of Judaism 

 
Attended Jewish ECE 

% 
Attended Other ECE 

% 

Being Jewish is very important in life 73** 50 
Being Jewish very much enhances life 64** 48 
Very much feel they belong to a Jewish 
community 

54** 24 

Being Jewish is very much a part of daily life 45** 25 
Rated self as very Jewishly engaged 44** 15 
Rated the following concepts are very important to transmit to their child/children about being Jewish: 
Being Jewish is a matter of heritage 75* 66 
Being Jewish is a matter of culture 69 71 
Being Jewish provides an ethical roadmap to 
one’s life 

58* 49 

Being Jewish is a matter of religion 48** 33 
 

Of these, rated the following value as the most important to transmit to child(ren): 
 

Being Jewish is a matter of culture 32 33 
Being Jewish is a matter of heritage 26 31 
Being Jewish provides an ethical roadmap 
to one’s life 

27 28 

Being Jewish is a matter of religion 15* 7 
Total % 100 100 

Note. N = 710-1,073.  Chi-square analyses were conducted to determine differences between Jewish ECE 
And Other ECE. 
*p < .05     **p < .01 
 
The questions asked retrospectively about pre-birth Jewish engagement were also asked of respondents 
currently (i.e., at the time of the survey). At the time of the survey, families’ holiday observance follows 
a similar pattern to their pre-birth holiday observance (overall percentages are not shown), although 
across all holidays about five percent more families celebrate currently than they did before the birth of 
their first child. As Table 12 shows, families whose children attend Jewish ECE are more likely to 
celebrate each of the three Holidays shown than families whose children attend other ECE. Jewish ECE 
families are also more likely to celebrate: 

• The High Holidays in the home and with friends 
• Chanukah in a place of worship and with friends 
• Passover in the home and in a place of worship 
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Table 12. Current Holiday Observance 

 Attended Jewish ECE % Attended Other ECE % 

  
Celebrate  

Celebrate 
in the 
home  

Celebrate 
in place of 
worship  

Celebrate 
with 
friends  

 
Celebrate  

Celebrate 
in the 
home  

Celebrate 
in place of 
worship  

Celebrate 
with 
friends  

High 
Holidays 

95** 80* 70 56* 84 72 63 46 

Chanukah 98* 92 31** 59* 95 92 17 50 
Passover  96* 82* 25* 55 91 75 18 50 

Note. N=609-684. Chi-square analyses were conducted to determine differences between Jewish ECE 
And Other ECE. 
*p < .05     **p < .01 
 
Less than half of the overall sample is currently a member of a temple, synagogue, or minyan (44 
percent) or attends religious services at least once or twice a month (28 percent) (Table 13), although 
more of the sample is currently a member and attends religious services at least once or twice a month 
than they were pre-birth (see Table 5). Jewish ECE families are more likely to be members of a temple 
and attend religious services at least once or twice a month than other ECE families. They are also more 
likely to observe all reported Shabbat activities (Table 14). As expected, they are less likely to observe 
holidays from other faith traditions (Table 13). 

Table 13. Current Religious Activities 

 
 

Overall 
% 

Attended 
Jewish ECE % 

Attended Other 
ECE % 

Please indicate whether… 
I am a member of a synagogue 44 60** 34 
I attend religious services at least once or 
twice a month 

28 39** 19 

My family observes holidays from other 
faith traditions 

40 31** 47 

Note. N= 447-703.  Chi-square analyses were conducted to determine differences between Jewish ECE 
And Other ECE. 
*p < .05     **p < .01 
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Table 14. Current Shabbat Activities 

 Observe at least 
once or twice a 
month- Overall 

 % 

Attended Jewish 
ECE % 

Attended Other 
ECE % 

Please indicate how often one or more members of your family took part in each of the following 
Shabbat observances in the last 12 months… 
Light candles  50 64** 38 
Have a special meal 48 61** 37 
Attend a family service  26 36** 18 
Attend an adult service 19 26** 13 
Say Havdalah 18 25** 11 

Note. N= 689-697.  Chi-square analyses were conducted to determine differences between Jewish ECE 
And Other ECE. 
*p < .05     **p < .01 
 
A majority of respondents ate Jewish food and used Jewish books, words (including Hebrew and Yiddish 
words), and media at least once in the last month (Table 15). Slightly less than half of respondents 
listened to Jewish music and wore Jewish clothing at least once in the last month. All of these cultural 
activities were more prevalent among Jewish ECE families than other ECE families, except the use of 
Jewish words. 

Table 15. Current Jewish and Israel-Themed Cultural Activities 

 Participate in/use at least once or twice a month 

 
 

Overall 
% 

Attended Jewish 
ECE  
% 

Attended Other 
ECE  
% 

Please indicate how often your family took part in the following aspects of Jewish or Israel-themed 
culture in the last 12 months… 

Use Yiddish, Hebrew, or Jewish words 81 82 80 

Jewish books 76 85** 75 

Jewish food 57 67** 48 

Use Jewish media (e.g., websites) 55 66** 42 
Jewish music 43 58** 32 
Wear Jewish clothing 41 52** 30 

Note. N= 692-1,016. Chi-square analyses were conducted to determine differences between Jewish ECE 
And Other ECE. 
*p < .05     **p < .01 
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Parents overwhelmingly engage in child-centered Jewish home practice, measured by Jewish-themed 
learning materials in the home. Nearly all parents report using Jewish children’s books at least once in 
the last month, which makes sense given the sample was recruited from PJ Library listservs, an 
organization that sends Jewish themed children’s books to members each month. What is interesting to 
note is that significantly more Jewish ECE families report using other Jewish learning materials in the 
home, compared to other ECE families. This is the case for everything except Jewish children’s books 
and Jewish card games. 

Table 16. Current Child-Centered Jewish Materials in the Home 

 
Use at least once or twice a month 

 
Overall % 

Attended Jewish 
ECE % 

Attended Other 
ECE % 

Please indicate how often you use the following Jewish materials in your home… 

Jewish children’s books 96 97 98 
Jewish toys 63 76** 61 
Jewish children’s music 62 75** 56 
Hebrew letter toys 39 51** 35 
Jewish puzzles 24 37** 19 
Jewish board games 10 16** 7 
Jewish card games 14 17 14 

Note. N= 687-989. Chi-square analyses were conducted to determine differences between Jewish ECE 
And Other ECE. 
*p < .05     **p < .01 
 
Families in the sample have overall strong relational engagement, as measured by doing Jewish things 
with their Jewish friends, having a Jewish professional with whom they can speak, and having support 
for their family’s Jewish life from their extended family (Table 17). In general, Jewish ECE families have 
stronger relational engagement than other ECE families 

An interesting change over time that emerges in relational engagement is that more than twice the 
proportion of respondents report they get together with their Jewish friends to do something Jewish 
currently than they did before the birth of their first child. Importantly, this increase occurs despite little 
change in how many respondents report most or all of their friends are Jewish (see Table 5).  
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Table 17. Current Relational Engagement 

 
 

Overall 
% 

Attended 
Jewish ECE 

% 

Attended 
Other ECE  

% 
Please indicate whether… 

There is a Jewish professional I am comfortable 
speaking with 70 79** 64 

I get together with my Jewish friends to do 
something Jewish 70 76** 63 

Most or all of my friends are Jewish 41 57** 29 

My extended family supports my family’s Jewish life in the following ways … 
Hosts holiday celebrations 82 85 80 
Initiates Jewish activities  36 42** 30 
Does not support my family’s Jewish life 5 3 5 

Note. N = 570-983.  Chi-square analyses were conducted to determine differences between Jewish ECE 
And Other ECE. 
*p < .05     **p < .01 
 

Based on this analysis of survey items capturing different aspects of current Jewish engagement (i.e., the 
feeling or meaning of Judaism; holiday observance; religious activities; Shabbat activities; Jewish and 
Israel-themed cultural activities; child-centered home practice; and relational engagement), it appears 
that families that send their children to Jewish ECE are more likely to endorse a large majority of these 
characteristics than families that send their children to other ECE. In addition, we see interesting 
patterns of greater engagement with Jewish friends currently as compared to prior to the birth of the 
first child, regardless of the number of Jewish friends the respondent has.16  

Jewish Engagement as a result of Jewish ECE choice 
The survey asked parents how strongly they agreed or disagreed that enrolling their child in a Jewish ECE 
changed their engagement in Jewish life in various ways. As Table 18 shows, Jewish ECE families said 
they feel more engaged as a result of enrolling their child in Jewish ECE.  

• The most commonly reported increases in Jewish engagement for respondents with a child in 
Jewish ECE are in feeling more a part of the Jewish community (in general and the local one) and 
having made friends who are Jewish.  

• There are few differences across communities with some exceptions: 
o Respondents from outside of the three target communities seem to experience a larger 

benefit in terms of Jewish engagement from enrolling their child in a Jewish ECE. 

 
16 Not all aspects of current Jewish engagement can be compared to pre-birth engagement. There is only a small 
subset of survey items that were asked both pre-birth and currently; these items will be used in the LTA reported 
later in the results section.   
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o Fewer respondents from Chicago are more interested in learning about Jewish heritage, 
traditions, and values, have started a new Jewish tradition at home, or have joined 
another Jewish organization as a result of enrolling their child in Jewish ECE than 
respondents in other communities. 

o Fewer respondents from Washington, D.C. feel pride in being Jewish and feel part of the 
global Jewish community as a result of enrolling their child in Jewish ECE than 
respondents in other communities. 

o More respondents from Seattle have changed a Jewish tradition at home as a result of 
enrolling their child in Jewish ECE than respondents in other target communities. 

Table 18. Jewish Engagement as a Result of Enrolling Child in Jewish ECE 

 

Overall 
% 

D.C. 
% 

Chicago 
% 

Seattle 
% 

Other 
% 

As a result of enrolling my child in their Jewish ECE program, I agree or strongly agree that 
I… 

Feel more a part of the Jewish 
community 

79 83 75 80 83 

Feel more a part of the local Jewish 
community 

77 81 72 76 83 

Have made friends who are Jewish 76 79 73 74 80 

Built upon a Jewish tradition in my 
home/family 

71 66 67 76 84* 

Can see greater relevance of Judaism 
to my own life 

63 62 59 54 80** 

Am interested in learning about 
Jewish heritage, traditions, values, 
and/or culture 

62 63 55* 63 78** 

Feel greater pride in being Jewish 59 46** 63 52 76** 

Started a new Jewish tradition in my 
home/family 

51 47 43* 60 65* 

Feel more a part of the global Jewish 
community 

48 37* 50 43 58 

Know more about different ways of 
being Jewish 

46 43 41 37 69** 

Have not changed any Jewish 
traditions in my home/family 

36 35 33 20* 60** 
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Have joined a Jewish organization 
(e.g., JCC, synagogue) 

37 41 25** 33 65** 

Note. N= 312-324. Chi-square analyses were conducted to determine differences between communities (DC, 
Chicago, Seattle, and “Other”). 
*p < .05     **p < .01 
 
We also examined whether dosage of Jewish ECE, measured both in the months that the child has 
attended ECE and in the hours per week they attend, has an influence on whether parents reported a 
change in Jewish engagement as a result of enrolling their child in Jewish ECE (results not shown). We 
found that the number of hours per week children attend ECE is not significantly related to any measure 
of Jewish engagement for children in Jewish ECE. The months that the child has attended Jewish ECE is 
significantly related to several aspects of Jewish engagement: 

• Families with children in Jewish ECE for 6 months to 1 year felt greater pride in being Jewish and 
were more likely to join a Jewish organization than families who had children in Jewish ECE for 
less than 6 months or over 1 year. 

• Families with children in Jewish ECE for longer than 6 months were significantly more likely to 
start a Jewish tradition at home as a result of Jewish ECE. 

• Interestingly, families with children in Jewish ECE for at least 2 years felt less pride in being 
Jewish as a result of the Jewish ECE than families whose children were in Jewish ECE for less 
than 2 years. 

o The “sweet spot” for making families feel connected Jewishly as a result of being in 
Jewish ECE may be between 6-12 months. 

There were only a few survey items that explicitly asked respondents to reflect on the effect of Jewish 
ECE on subsequent attitudes and behaviors related to Jewish engagement. The findings indicate that 
respondents outside of the three target communities were more likely than those within the three 
target communities to report Jewish ECE affecting behaviors and attitudes about Jewish engagement. In 
fact, what distinguished the three target communities was the low level of endorsement of certain 
statements about the role of Jewish ECE in affecting changes (e.g., D.C. families were least likely to say 
they felt pride in being Jewish or felt connected to the global Jewish community as a result of sending 
their child to Jewish ECE; Chicago families were least likely to say they started a new Jewish tradition or 
joined a Jewish organization). These responses may signal that families who send their children to 
Jewish ECE are already well-connected and do not increase their activities because of enrolling their 
child in Jewish ECE; that would reflect the view that Jewish ECE enrollment is, itself, an indicator of 
Jewish engagement rather than the catalyst for it. However, the finding that only 20 percent of Seattle 
families reported no change in their home/family Jewish traditions because of their child attending 
Jewish ECE suggests that at least within the Seattle community, families are increasing their engagement 
with Jewish practices as a result of Jewish ECE. Finally, we examined the dosage of Jewish ECE. It seems 
that hours per day is not related to Jewish engagement but months/years of attendance at Jewish ECE is 
related to Jewish engagement in interesting and unexpected ways. Specifically, families with children 
enrolled in Jewish ECE between 6 and 12 months have more positive attitudes and join Jewish 
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organizations more often than families with children enrolled in Jewish ECE for at least two years. This 
could be reflecting the practice that Jewish ECEs residing in synagogues have of offering free synagogue 
membership to new ECE families, or a general “honeymoon” periods for involvement within the ECE 
center itself that does not maintain the same level of enthusiasm or focus after one year.   

Future Activities 
One way a Jewish ECE program can increase a family’s Jewish engagement is to make the family more 
likely to continue with Jewish religious education. Table 19 shows the proportion of families that 
indicated they are “very likely” to send their children to various educational programs or activities in the 
future. Compared to families who send their children to other ECE, families who send their children to 
Jewish ECE indicated that they are: 

• More likely to consider sending their children to Jewish day school, Jewish day camp, Jewish 
sleepaway camp, other Jewish programming, and homeschool for Jewish education in the 
future. 

• Less likely to send their children to a public or private charter school. 

Table 19. Plans for Future Educational and Camping Activities 

 Overall 
%  

Attended Jewish 
ECE 
% 

Attended Other 
ECE 
%  

In the future, is it likely or very likely that you will send your children to… 

Public or private charter school 67 63** 74 

Hebrew or Jewish Religious/ 
Supplementary/Sunday School 

57 64 57 

Jewish day camp 42 56** 33 

Other Jewish program 42 49* 40 

Jewish sleepaway camp 39 51** 32 
Secular day or sleepaway camp 19 19 23 
Jewish day school 17 27** 9 
Other Religious school 14 16 14 
Other Private school 9 8 10 
Home school for Jewish education 5 6* 3 
Home school for secular 
education 

5 6 4 

Note. N = 665-1,016.  Chi-square analyses were conducted to determine differences between Jewish ECE 
And Other ECE. 
*p < .05     **p < .01 
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Results: Latent Transition Analyses 
Now that we have described who is in the sample, how families in the sample differ with respect to ECE 
choices, and what these families look like with respect to various measures of Jewish engagement, we 
employ the statistical technique known as Latent Transition Analysis (LTA) to create sub-groups of 
parents who are similar along various measures of engagement, resulting in “profiles” of Jewish 
engagement among parents with young Jewish children (N = 422). This analysis also allows us to 
measure whether there is change in profile membership over time (from pre-birth to the time of the 
survey). Thus, we must use the same indicators of engagement at both points in time. Only a subset of 
survey items was asked both retrospectively and currently. This subset of items is associated with more 
traditional measures of Jewish engagement. The LTA includes the following items that respondents were 
asked about retrospectively (pre-birth) and currently (at the time of the survey):  

• how many of the respondents’ friends are Jewish; 
• how often they participate in Jewish activities; 
• how important being Jewish is to them; 
• whether they are a member of a synagogue; 
• how often they attend services; 
• whether they celebrate the High Holidays; 
• whether they celebrate Chanukah; 
• whether they celebrate Passover; 
• and, where they celebrate each of these holidays.  

o We combine holiday celebrations into one variable indicating respondents participated 
in all three holidays because at least 85 percent of respondents said they celebrated 
each holiday. An indicator of whether they celebrated all three holidays provides more 
variability in this construct of engagement.  

The LTA is greatly simplified and made computationally more parsimonious and efficient when 
indicators for profile membership are binary, so cutoffs for each variable are created based on 
meaningful dichotomies and the distributions of responses for each item. Table 20 describes how each 
item is dichotomized and the proportions of respondents categorized as “yes” to the indicator 
described. For example, respondents answered the question “How many of your close friends are 
Jewish” on a scale of none, hardly any, some, most, all. We dichotomized this variable by grouping those 
who responded most or all of their close friends are Jewish versus none, hardly any, or some. Across the 
sample (N= 422), more respondents report high Jewish engagement on all indicators at the time of the 
survey than they did in the year before the birth of their first child. Families with young children are 
busy, yet more are reporting high Jewish engagement on more indicators of engagement currently than 
before they had children. This suggests that the birth of respondents’ first child increases Jewish 
engagement. Of course, other milestones may have happened between the birth of the first child and 
the time of the survey, including enrollment in Jewish ECE. However, we see this increase in 
engagement regardless of type of ECE, suggesting Jewish ECE cannot uniquely account for this increase 
in the number of highly-engaged families over time.  
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Table 20. Latent Transition Analysis (LTA) Indicators of Jewish Engagement 

Jewish Engagement Indicator % Yes (pre-birth) % Yes (currently) 
Most or all friends are Jewish 40 44 
Participate in Jewish activities at least once per 
month 

27 74 

Judaism is very important 49 57 
Member of a temple, synagogue or independent 
minyan 

38 49 

Attend Jewish services at least once per month 27 29 
Observed all three holidays (High Holidays, 
Chanukah, Passover) 

81 88 

Observed holidays with both family and friendsa 49 58 
Note. aAnswer options on the full scale include: in your home, in the home of friends or family, with friends, with 
extended family, in a place of worship, in a secular public gathering place. Because of findings from the Key 
Informant Interviews that suggested parents with young children shift toward observing holidays with their friends 
in addition to family, we dichotomized this variable to indicate whether respondents celebrate with both sets of 
people. Few respondents observed any holiday in a public, secular location. About 10 percent observed Passover 
and Chanukah in a place of worship. Just under 50 percent observed the High Holidays in a place of worship. 
 
We use the Jewish engagement indicators in Table 20 to create profiles in which respondents are 
grouped together based on which of the seven engagement indicators they strongly endorse (see Table 
21). After a series of iterative analyses, four distinct profiles of Jewish engagement among parents with 
young children emerged.17 After examining the characteristics of the profiles, we assigned four 
descriptive labels to facilitate understanding: “Baseline,” “Holiday-based,” “Connected,” and 
“Connected and Affiliated.” We considered each indicator to be characteristic of a profile if there was a 
70 percent probability of endorsing that indicator. For example, the “Connected” and “Connected and 
Affiliated” indicators are characterized by “Most or all friends are Jewish.” This means that for a family 
whose engagement could be characterized as either “Connected” or “Connected and Affiliated,” they 
would have a 70 percent chance of saying most or all of their friends are Jewish.  

As shown in Table 21, “Baseline” Jewish engagement is characterized by parents who observe one or 
two Jewish holidays (High Holidays, Chanukah, Passover) although they do not observe those holidays 
with both family and friends. Furthermore, parents in this profile have a low likelihood of strongly 
endorsing any of the remaining indicators of Jewish engagement included in this analysis: most of their 
friends are not Jewish; they do not participate in Jewish activities often; being Jewish is not very 
important to them; they are not members of a temple, synagogue, or minyan; and they do not attend 
religious services often. “Holiday-based” Jewish engagement is characterized by parents who observe all 
three Jewish holidays and observe them with friends and family, but do not strongly endorse any other 

 
17 A four-profile solution was determined based on comparing relative fit statistics of models ranging from one to 
six profiles. The four-profile solution demonstrated the best fit of data to model; in addition, the four-profile 
solution was conceptually compelling and each profile was well differentiated from the others. 
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indicators of Jewish engagement. “Connected” Jewish engagement is characterized by parents who 
frequently participate in Jewish activities, report Judaism is very important to them, and currently 
celebrate all three holidays with both friends and family. “Connected” parents, however, do not strongly 
endorse other institutional aspects of Jewish engagement, such as belonging to a temple or synagogue. 
“Connected and Affiliated” Jewish engagement is characterized by parents who are highly likely to 
endorse all seven indicators of Jewish engagement. That is, the “Connected and Affiliated” profile 
represents families that are highly engaged across the domains of engagement characterized by the 
“Connected” profile as well as are highly engaged for the remaining indicators examined in this analysis, 
namely synagogue membership, attending religious services, and endorsing the statement that most or 
all of their friends are Jewish. There is some change in the Jewish engagement items that characterize 
each profile pre-birth and currently. Table 21 provides full details of the Jewish engagement indicators 
that characterize each profile at each point in time. 

As shown in Table 22, parents who fall within the Jewish engagement profiles of “Connected” and 
“Connected and Affiliated” before the birth of their first child are statistically more likely to send their 
children to Jewish ECE than parents who fall within the Jewish engagement profiles of “Baseline” or 
“Holiday-Based” before the birth of their first child.  

Table 21. Jewish Engagement Profile Descriptions 

 Pre-birth Jewish engagement profile Current Jewish engagement profile 
Baseline Holiday-

based 
Connect-
ed 

Connected 
and 
Affiliated 

Baseline Holiday-
based 

Connect-
ed 

Connected 
and 
Affiliated 

Most or all 
friends are 
Jewish 

   ü    ü 

Participate in 
Jewish 
activities at 
least once 
per month 

  ü ü   ü ü 

Judaism is 
very 
important 

  ü ü   ü ü 

Member of a 
temple, 
synagogue or 
independent 
minyan 

   ü    ü 

Attend 
Jewish 

   ü    ü 
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services at 
least once 
per month 
Observed all 
three 
holidays 
(High 
Holidays, 
Chanukah, 
Passover) 

 ü  ü  ü ü ü 

Observed 
holidays with 
both family 
and friends 

 ü  ü   ü ü 

Column N  
(%) 

83  
(20%) 

117 
 (28%) 

115 
 (27%) 

107  
(25%) 

89  
(21%) 

125 
 (30%) 

97 
 (23%) 

111  
(26%) 

Note. A checkmark indicates that the probability of endorsing the indicator was > 70%. 

 

Table 22. Percentage Enrolled in Jewish ECE by Jewish Engagement Profile 

 Pre-birth Jewish engagement profile Current Jewish engagement profile 
Baseline Holiday-

based 
Connected Connected 

and 
Affiliated 

Baseline Holiday-
based 

Connected Connected 
and 
Affiliated 

% 
enrolled 
in Jewish 
ECE 

34 40 67** 63** 28 20 63** 67** 

**p < .01 
 
We use the four engagement profiles at pre-birth and currently to determine whether there is change 
over time in profile membership. In other words, did parents’ engagement profiles change from pre-
birth to current or stay relatively similar? Among the overall sample of matched parents with children in 
Jewish ECE and parents with children in other ECE, there is very little transition between profiles 
between the year before the birth of their first child and the time of the survey (when their first child is 
five-years-old or younger). We also examine whether there were group differences in transition 
between profiles based on whether children were enrolled in Jewish ECE versus other ECE. That is, we 
examine whether there is a unique effect of Jewish ECE on a family’s likelihood of changing Jewish 
engagement profile. Although staying in the “Connected” profile is the most likely transition (over 90% 
of the sample), among those who are enrolled in Jewish ECE, 13 percent are likely to transition to a 
“Connected and Affiliated” profile, whereas among those who are not enrolled in Jewish ECE, only five 
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percent are likely to transition to a “Connected and Affiliated” profile (OR = .08, [CI = .013 - .500]). That 
is, we found that compared to pre-birth “Connected” parents who enroll their children in another 
type of ECE, pre-birth “Connected” parents who enroll their children in Jewish ECE were more likely to 
move into the “Connected and Affiliated” profile by the time of the survey. This could be an artifact of 
families joining the synagogue within which the Jewish ECE is located. Parents in the “Baseline,” 
“Holiday-based,” and “Connected and Affiliated” engagement profiles did not change profile 
membership over time. As we discuss in more detail in the Summary and Conclusions section, more 
research is needed to determine the unique effect of Jewish ECE over that of parents’ Jewish day school 
attendance and children’s Jewish early engagement participation. 

Our last research question is whether the effect of Jewish ECE on parents’ change in Jewish engagement 
profile varied by initial Jewish engagement status. We hypothesized that parents with low initial Jewish 
engagement would experience a greater “treatment effect” of Jewish ECE and would be more likely to 
change profile membership than parents with greater initial engagement. We found that parents who 
were “Connected” pre-birth were the only parents who were likely to change profile membership after 
sending their child to Jewish ECE. Regardless of ECE choice, parents with initial “Baseline” or “Holiday-
based” engagement, the least engaged groups, did not change engagement profiles over time. This 
suggests that parents need a certain initial threshold of Jewish engagement to shift toward greater 
Jewish engagement from exposure to Jewish ECE. This point is discussed further in the Summary and 
Conclusions section. 

LTA Descriptive Results 
To help understand the characteristics of parents falling within the profiles of “Baseline,” “Holiday-
based,” “Connected,” and “Connected and Affiliated” Jewish engagement, we conducted further 
descriptive analyses of the demographic and Jewish engagement characteristics of parents within each 
of these profiles. We limit the tables presented in this section to characteristics that contribute 
additional information that helps us understand these families. For example, we do not provide tables 
describing the Shabbat practices among parents from different profiles because we found that parents 
in the more Jewishly engaged profiles observe Shabbat in greater numbers. This is seen across the 
variables described below – “Connected and Affiliated” parents endorse more indicators of engagement 
than “Connected” parents, who endorse more indicators of engagement than “Holiday-based,” who 
endorse more indicators of engagement than “Baseline.” We note when this is not the case in the tables 
below. 

Beginning with demographic characteristics, Table 23 shows each Jewish engagement profile’s 
demographic and family characteristics. Some key findings include: 

• Parents represented by the “Connected and Affiliated” profile are significantly younger than 
parents represented by other engagement profiles. While the age difference of two years, on 
average, between profile groups (32 years versus 34 years) was found to be statistically 
significant, this difference is not practically important. 

• Parents represented by the “Connected” profile pre-birth are more likely than those 
represented by the “Baseline” and “Connected and Affiliated” profiles to have grown up in the 
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same community where they currently live. Parents represented by the “Holiday-based” profile 
pre-birth are also more likely than those represented by the “Baseline” profile to have grown up 
in the same community where they currently live. 

• Mothers represented by the “Connected” and “Connected and Affiliated” profiles are more 
likely to have attended Jewish day school than mothers represented by “Baseline” or “Holiday-
based” profiles.  

• Fathers represented by the “Baseline” profile pre-birth are less likely than fathers represented 
by “Connected” or “Connected and Affiliated” profiles to have attended Jewish day school. 
Fathers represented by the “Connected and Affiliated” profile currently are more likely than 
fathers represented by all other profiles to have attended Jewish day school. 

o Consistent with our PSM analysis, Jewish day school appears to be an important factor 
not only in a family’s choice of ECE, but their overall Jewish engagement. 

• Families represented by the “Connected and Affiliated” profile (pre-birth) are more likely to 
identify as Orthodox compared to other groups. One-quarter of families represented by the 
“Connected and Affiliated” profile identify as Reform, although this is a smaller proportion than 
in other profile groups. Families represented by the “Holiday-based” profile are most likely to 
identify as Reform and families represented by the “Baseline” profile are most likely to identify 
as Secular, compared to other groups. 

• Parents represented by the “Baseline” and “Holiday-based” profiles pre-birth are more likely to 
have an interfaith marriage than parents represented by the “Connected” or “Connected and 
Affiliated” profiles. Parents currently represented by the “Connected” profile are also more 
likely to have an interfaith marriage than parents represented by the “Connected and Affiliated” 
profile, but less likely than parents represented by the Baseline” and “Holiday-based” profiles. 

o These demographic findings are consistent with our expectations given the extant 
literature about the characteristics of Jewish families that are more engaged on 
traditional measures of engagement.18 

  

 
18 See Cohen (2005) as an example. 
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Table 23. Demographic Characteristics of Each Jewish Engagement Profile 

 Baseline 
 

Holiday-Based 
 

Connected 
 

Connected and 
Affiliated 

 
 Pre-birth  Current  Pre-birth  Current  Pre-birth  Current  Pre-birth  Current  
Age 

Respondent 
Mean (SD) 

34.0(.44) 34.7(.71) 34.4(.42) 33.8(.51) 33.3(.46) 34.0(.33) 31.8(.42) 31.9(.44) 

Oldest child 
 Mean (SD) 

3.3(.13) 3.5(.19) 3.2(.13) 3.1(.15) 3.1(.14) 3.2(.10) 3.3(.14) 3.3(.14) 

Parent Characteristics 
Modal Income+  150-250 100-150 150-250 150-250 150-250 150-250 100-150 150-250 
Grew up and live 
in same 
community 

20% 28% 36% 37% 47% 38% 27% 26% 

Mother attended 
Jewish day school 

14% 18% 14% 6% 29% 26% 44% 39% 

Father attended 
Jewish day school 

7% 7% 12% 12% 25% 18% 40% 37% 

Interfaith 
marriage  

42% 57% 35% 57% 8% 23% 8% 4% 

Judaism “Branch” 
Orthodox 0% 0% 1% 0% 1% 2% 34% 29% 
Reform 41% 31% 72% 68% 45% 51% 23% 26% 
Secular  35% 44% 6% 16% 5% 6% 6% 4% 

Note. + Indicates in thousands. Income is measured categorically, and the modal category is reported. Select 
significant differences discussed in text (p <.05). 

Moving on to how respondents in each profile respond to questions about the feeling/meaning of 
Judaism, important Jewish values, and their relational engagement, we find that: 

• Parents represented by the “Connected and Affiliated” profile feel most connected to a Jewish 
community, whereas parents represented by the “Holiday-based” profile feel least connected to 
a Jewish community (Table 24). Differences between all groups pre-birth are statistically 
significant. 

• Across profiles of Jewish engagement, parents think that transmitting to their children the value 
that Judaism is a matter of religion is less important than transmitting the values that Judaism 
is a matter of culture, heritage, or an ethical roadmap. “Judaism is a matter of culture” is the 
value most strongly endorsed across all profiles except parents represented by the “Connected 
and Affiliated” profile, who report “Judaism provides an ethical roadmap to one’s life” is the 
most important value they want to transmit to their children. 
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• Parents represented by the “Connected” profile currently are more likely than parents 
represented by the “Baseline” and “Connected and Affiliated” profiles to report frequent 
support from extended family in terms of hosting holidays. Parents represented by the 
“Connected” and “Connected and Affiliated” profiles are more likely than parents in the other 
engagement profiles to report support from extended family in initiating Jewish activities. 
There were no statistical differences between the proportion of parents in different 
engagement profiles that report they receive no support from their extended families. 

Table 24. Jewish Feeling, Values, and Relational Engagement, by Jewish Engagement Profile 

 Baseline 
 

Holiday-Based 
 

Connected 
 

Connected and 
Affiliated 

 
 Pre-birth  

% 
Current  

% 
Pre-
birth  

% 

Current  
% 

Pre-birth  
% 

Current  
% 

Pre-
birth  

% 

Current  
% 

Feeling connected to the Jewish community 
Very much feel belong to 
a Jewish community 

10 13 12 5 59 51 90 81 

Most important value to transmit to children 
Judaism is a matter 
of culture 

46 58 43 39 38 39 13 15 

Judaism is a matter 
of heritage 

31 35 29 36 31 27 20 22 

Judaism is a matter 
of religion 

6 4 6 2 7 9 24 21 

Judaism provides an 
ethical roadmap to 
one’s life 

17 4 23 24 24 25 43 42 

Support from extended family 
Hosting holidays 73 74 87 79 96 92 80 81 
Initiating Jewish 
activities 

22 17 24 26 47 38 56 57 

None 8 7 1 6 1 2 5 4 
Note. Income is measured categorically, and the modal category is reported. Select significant differences 
discussed in text (p <.01). 

Next, we examine Jewish programming for infants and toddlers and the consideration and choice of 
Jewish and other ECE among parents from each Jewish engagement profile (Table 25). 

• Families represented by the “Baseline” profile pre-birth are less likely than families represented 
by all other engagement profiles to have participated in a Jewish program for families with 
infants and toddlers. Currently, families represented by the “Holiday-based” profile are also less 
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likely to send their children to Jewish infant and toddler programming than families represented 
by the “Connected” or “Connected and Affiliated” profiles. 

• Both prior to ECE entry and currently, families represented by the “Connected” and “Connected 
and Affiliated” profiles were more likely than families represented by the “Baseline” and 
“Holiday-based” profiles to consider Jewish ECE only. However, one-quarter of parents in the 
“Baseline” and “Holiday-Based” engagement profiles considered both Jewish ECE and other ECE 
for their children, both pre-birth and currently.  

Table 25. Educational Activities, by Jewish Engagement Profile 

 Baseline 
 

Holiday-Based 
 

Connected 
 

Connected and 
Affiliated 

 
 Pre-birth  

% 
Current  

% 
Pre-birth  

% 
Current  

% 
Pre-birth  

% 
Current  

% 
Pre-birth  

% 
Current  

% 
Jewish programs for families with infants and toddlers 
Child 
attended 
Jewish early 
engagement 
programming 

35 22 62 43 63 64 62 67 

ECE considered 
Jewish only 18 13 8 6 34 28 40 41 
Other only 57 51 68 69 62 60 52 56 
Both 25 35 24 26 4 12 9 3 

Note. Income is measured categorically, and the modal category is reported. Select significant differences 
discussed in text (p <.05). 

In sum, four distinct Jewish engagement profiles emerged from our analysis. The profiles describe 
families that range from those unlikely to be highly Jewishly engaged on any indicator used in this 
analysis – “Baseline” – to those likely to be highly Jewishly engaged on all indicators – “Connected and 
Affiliated.” Focusing on the two “middle” engagement profiles – “Holiday-based” and “Connected,” 
some interesting differences emerge. As the label assigned to “Connected” suggests, parents 
represented by this profile are more likely to have grown up in the same community they currently live 
in than parents represented by other profiles. Parents represented by the “Connected” profile are also 
more likely to report their extended family supports them by hosting holiday celebrations than parents 
represented by other profiles. This may point to why they feel “Connected;” they arguably have roots in 
their community that helps them engage, particularly relationally. Perhaps they are more likely to have 
family nearby, making it easier to share the responsibility of hosting holidays. Parents represented by 
the “Holiday-based” profile are least likely to feel connected to a Jewish community and more likely to 
be in interfaith marriages compared to other profiles. These parents may feel less connected to the 
Jewish community because they feel judged by the Jewish community for being in an interfaith marriage 
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or Jewishly engaged in some ways but not others.19 Alternatively, they may feel more connected to 
other communities such as the religious one of their other faith partner. 

There were also interesting similarities across profiles that emerged. Specifically, regardless of profile 
membership, parents think that transmitting to their children the value that Judaism is a matter of 
religion is less important than transmitting the values that Judaism is a matter of culture, heritage, 
and/or an ethical roadmap to living one’s life. This speaks to how complicated defining Jewish 
engagement is; questions about religious engagement, which are typical in surveys of Jewish 
engagement, may not address the values and aspects of Judaism most important to young parents 
today.20  

Last, most families characterized by a Jewish engagement profile “stay” in that profile from the time 
before the birth of their first child to the time of the survey. This speaks to how difficult it may be to 
change how families are Jewishly engaged. However, families with children enrolled in Jewish ECE are 
more likely than families with children enrolled in other ECE to transition from being represented by a 
“Connected” profile to being represented by a “Connected and Affiliated” profile. This suggests an effect 
of Jewish ECE over other ECE in changing how families are Jewishly engaged, although it also could be an 
artifact of offers of reduced membership dues for families enrolled in the ECE program housed within a 
synagogue or Jewish community center. 

Summary, Conclusions, and Future Directions 
This document describes the results of an online survey of parents with a Jewish child under the age of 
five. The goal of the survey and analysis is to determine what role Jewish ECE plays in shaping families’ 
Jewish engagement. We first described the sample, respondents’ families’ choice of Jewish or other ECE, 
and families’ Jewish engagement. Analyses of the full set of Jewish engagement items pioneered by the 
CASJE ECE parent survey further revealed the following picture: First, many more parents report 
engagement on the expanded set of Jewish engagement items “currently” (i.e., at the time they took 
the survey) than they did before the birth of their first child. When we examined differences in 
engagement by whether the families send their children to Jewish ECE or another type of ECE, we found 
that parents who were more Jewishly engaged before the birth of their child were more likely to send 
their children to Jewish ECE than other types of ECE, and once their children were enrolled in Jewish ECE 
these parents were more Jewishly engaged than parents with children in other types of ECE. In addition, 
parents who sent their children to Jewish ECE were, as a group, more likely to highly endorse the 
expanded set of Jewish engagement items compared to their peers who sent their children to other 

 
19 This proposed explanation is in keeping with anecdotal reports shared by Jewish ECE directors in our case study 
reports. See Halle, T., Rosen, M., Karberg, E., Cook, M., Schwartz, H., Huz, I., . . . Bamdad, T. (2019). Exploring the 
Associations between Jewish Early Care and Education and Jewish Engagement: Research to Inform Practice: 
Appendix C: Understanding the CASJE ECE Project Target Communities. Washington, DC: Consortium for Applied 
Studies in Jewish Education.  
20 This theme also emerged during key informant interviews, part of the first phase of the CASJE ECE Study. See 
Schwartz, H., Arkin, M. (2018). Report on Key Informant Interviews conducted as part of CASJE's study of the 
associations between Jewish ECE and Jewish engagement. Consortium for Applied Studies in Jewish Education. 



 Table 2. History of Revisions 

34 
 
 

types of ECE. Finally, parents who sent their children to Jewish ECE self-reported that, as a result of 
Jewish ECE, they are more involved in a subset of Jewish engagement items. (This last finding cannot be 
compared to parents who sent their child to another type of ECE.) These findings suggest that there is a 
deepening of Jewish engagement around at least one if not two “windows of opportunity”: the birth of a 
first child and the start of early Jewish education. 

We then assessed three research questions using LTA. The first research question addressed the 
different “profiles” of Jewish engagement among families with young children. We found four distinct 
profiles of Jewish engagement: “Baseline,” “Holiday-based,” “Connected,” and “Connected and 
Affiliated.” Next, we tested whether there was change over time (between the year before the birth of 
the first child and the time of the survey) in families’ Jewish engagement profiles. We found no 
statistically significant change between Jewish engagement profiles from pre-birth to the time of the 
survey.  

When we examined whether enrollment in Jewish ECE is related to changes in profile membership over 
time, we found one significant change: Families that were represented by the “Connected” profile pre-
birth and had enrolled their child in Jewish ECE were more likely to have transitioned to the “Connected 
and Affiliated” profile at the time of the survey than families in the “Connected” profile pre-birth that 
had enrolled their child in another type of ECE. Families represented by the “Connected” profile who 
enrolled their child in other types of ECE remained in the “Connected” profile at the time of the survey. 
This suggests that enrollment in other types of ECE does not diminish levels of engagement among those 
who initially (i.e., pre-birth of the first child) were “Connected” Jewishly, but that enrollment in Jewish 
ECE could influence families to increase their number of Jewish friends and become affiliated with 
Jewish institutions, perhaps through attractive membership offers to synagogues in which the Jewish 
ECEs are located. Families represented by the less engaged profiles – “Baseline” and “Holiday-based– 
and who enrolled their child in Jewish ECE did not change profile membership to a more engaged profile 
over time. These are arguably the families that Jewish organizations are most interested in engaging, but 
it appears that their engagement is stable over time regardless of ECE choice. Taken together, these 
findings suggest that Jewish engagement can deepen within pre-existing domains of engagement over 
time, especially after the birth of a first child, but families may need a certain “threshold” of initial 
Jewish engagement to shift toward greater Jewish engagement based on their child’s exposure to 
Jewish ECE.  

It should be kept in mind that these profile analyses are based on a small set of indicators of 
engagement and do not represent the full spectrum of Jewish engagement constructs identified in 
earlier stages of this study; different findings might be revealed if a larger set of engagement indicators 
were included in these profile analyses. Future research should explore patterns of Jewish engagement 
using the expanded set of Jewish engagement items pioneered by the CASJE ECE parent survey.  

There are two notable limitations of the LTA analysis presented in this report. The first is that at least 
two major life events happen between pre-birth and the present: the birth of the first child and 
enrollment in ECE. Parents recognize the birth of their first child as a major life event that changes the 
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way they think about Jewish engagement.21 Our analyses cannot completely disentangle the unique 
effects of the birth of a child and enrollment in Jewish ECE on a family’s Jewish engagement; however, it 
does suggest some change in Jewish engagement over time – at least for those who are already 
“connected” with Jewish life. Based on our current sample and the LTA analyses, for families with 
children enrolled in Jewish ECE and who are “Connected” upon enrollment, Jewish ECE increases their 
likelihood of becoming “Connected and Affiliated.” Families with children enrolled in other ECE do not 
experience this shift in engagement profile. Additional research is needed to explore the unique effect 
of Jewish ECE further, ideally with data that assesses Jewish engagement before the birth of the first 
child, after the birth of the first child (pre-ECE), and after enrollment in ECE. A second notable limitation 
of this analysis was the inability to fully balance parents’ Jewish day school attendance, selection of 
Jewish infant and toddler programming for their family, and whether parents work outside the home 
across the two groups of interest: those families that enroll their child in Jewish ECE and those who 
enroll in other types of ECE.  

Other analyses could be done with the existing data to help disentangle the effects of participating in 
Jewish infant and toddler programming on change in Jewish engagement profile membership over time. 
Because we know that participation in Jewish-sponsored infant and toddler activities predicts 
enrollment in Jewish ECE, further analyses would help us understand whether enrollment in Jewish ECE 
predicts change in Jewish engagement profile membership above and beyond the effect of participation 
in Jewish infant and toddler programming. If the association between enrollment in Jewish 
programming (ECE and infant/toddler) is stronger than in the current analyses, these further analyses 
would suggest ECE does not have a unique role in predicting a change in Jewish engagement over that of 
infant and toddler programming.  

Finally, there is an interest in examining in further detail the influence of full-day versus part-day ECE on 
families’ Jewish engagement. Analyses within the current report indicated that hours per day is not 
related to Jewish engagement but months/years of attendance at Jewish ECE is related to Jewish 
engagement. Further analyses could examine family characteristics of families who enroll their children 
in full-day versus half-day programs.    

 
21 McKinley Advisors. (2017). Family Participation in Jewish Institutions Research Project:  Survey Findings. Report 
prepared for the Jewish Federation of Greater Washington and the Phyllis Margolius Family Foundation. 
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Appendix: Final Version of the CASJE ECE Project Parent Survey 

Online Parent Survey22 
June 7, 2018  
Welcome to the Early Care and Education Choices Survey. This study is designed to provide useful 
information to philanthropists, community leaders, and social science researchers regarding the early 
care and education choices of families raising young Jewish children, and how these choices influence 
later educational and family experiences. Our hope is that community leaders use results from this 
survey to improve educational programming for families like yours. We would like to catch up with your 
family in a year or so and ask about your educational decisions and cultural and religious activities again.  
We are looking for families with certain characteristics and circumstances to complete the survey. We 
have some questions to ask before you begin the survey to see if you’re eligible. Click the NEXT button 
to answer these questions. 

 
22 Based on item numbers, survey items may appear to be out of order. Two versions of the survey were launched; 
they each had the exact same items however the “Household Composition” section immediately followed the 
screener questions in the first version and the “Your Religious and Cultural Traditions” section immediately 
followed the screener questions in the second version. The item numbers on this document align with the second 
version. 
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Red text indicates programming instructions 
* indicates response is required 
 
SCREENER QUESTIONS  

1. What is your home ZIP code? (If you have multiple homes, please enter the ZIP code of your main 
residence) * 

(Numeric, 5 characters) _____________ 
2. Do you or any other adult in your household consider themselves to be Jewish? * 

a. Yes (SKIP TO QUESTION 4) 
b. No 

3. Do you or any other adult in your household have a Jewish parent or were you or any other adult 
in your household raised Jewish?  * 

a. Yes 
b. No (NOT QUALIFIED – SHOW ‘THANK YOU’ SCREEN) 

 

4. What is the age of your OLDEST child? * 

a.  <1 
b.  1 
c.  2 
d.  3 
e.  4 
f.  5 
g.  6+ (NOT QUALIFIED SHOW THANK YOU SCREEN) 
h.  I do not have a child. (SHOW QUESTION 5) 

 
5. Are you currently pregnant? * 

a. Yes  

b. No (NOT QUALIFIED SHOW THANK YOU SCREEN) 

Thank you screen: Thank you for your interest in the survey. Unfortunately, you do not meet our 
selection criteria. We appreciate your time.  
Child Trends, a national research organization, and Dr. Mark Rosen of Brandeis University, are working 
on a major research initiative funded by the Consortium for Applied Studies in Jewish Education (CASJE) 
to explore the ways in which Jewish early care and education programs may serve as a gateway for 
greater and long-term involvement in Jewish life. This page has information to help you decide if you 
want to take part in this study.    

 
You are being asked to complete our survey because you have a young child and you or your partner 
identify as Jewish. We would like to ask you about your and your child’s current, past, and future 
experiences in educational activities, as well as your family’s religious and cultural experiences and 
traditions. This survey will take about 30-40 minutes to complete. We will be contacting you again 
within a year from now to ask you to answer these questions again so we can see how your 
experiences change over time.  
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We will keep your responses as confidential as possible. Your answers will be combined with those 
of other participants and you will not be identified by name in any reports or research papers. We 
will share survey data and results with local Jewish organizations, but your answers will not be 
linked with your name. Participation in this survey is voluntary and refusal to participate will not 
affect your standing at your child’s care or educational program or any other community 
organization. You can choose to skip questions you do not wish to answer.  
 
[First 2000 respondents]: You will be entered into a drawing for a $100 Amazon gift card for 
completing the survey. [After first 2000 respondents]: You will receive a $10 Amazon gift card within 
5 days of completing the survey.  
 
By completing the survey, you are consenting to participate the survey. We encourage you to save a 
copy of this page for your records by printing this screen to a PDF. You can do so by right clicking 
with your mouse and selecting “Print,” then selecting “PDF” under “Printer” to save this screen for 
future reference.  

 
If you have questions about the study, please contact Maya Cook at (240) 223-9231 or 
mcook@childtrends.org. You may also contact the Institutional Review Board (IRB), the ethics 
committee that reviewed this study for your protection, at irbparticipant@childtrends.org or 855-
288-3506. Thank you in advance for your time and valuable input! 
 
You can pause and continue the survey at any time. Be sure to enter your email address when you save 
your survey, so you can come back at a later time. 
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YOUR RELIGIOUS AND CULTURAL TRADITIONS 
We recognize that every individual and family engages with Judaism in unique ways. To help us 
understand the different ways families are Jewishly engaged, we would now like to ask you about your 
current religious and cultural traditions, behaviors, values, and beliefs. There are no right or wrong 
answers to any question. 
 

40. Were you raised…  
a. Jewish (religiously, culturally, or both)                                                                                                
b. Jewish and something else, please specify: ____________________________ 
c. Something else, please specify: ________________________________________ 
d. No religion 

 
41. [If reports a partner] Was your partner raised… 

a. Jewish (religiously, culturally, or both)                                                                                                
b. Jewish and something else, please specify: _____________________________ 
c. Something else, please specify: ________________________________________ 
d. No religion 

 
42. Were either of your parents Jewish?   

a. Yes, father(s) (SKIP next question) 
b. Yes, mother(s) (SKIP next question) 
c. Yes, both parents (SKIP next question) 
d. No  

43. [If neither parent is Jewish] Did you have a formal conversion to Judaism?  
a. Yes 
b. No 

44. [If reports a partner] Were either of your partner’s parents Jewish?   
a. Yes, father(s) (SKIP next question) 
b. Yes, mother(s) (SKIP next question) 
c. Yes, both parents (SKIP next question) 
d. No  
e. Don’t know 

45. [If neither partner’s parent is Jewish] Did your partner have a formal conversion to Judaism?  
a. Yes 
b. No 
c. Don’t know 

46. With which branch(es) of Judaism does your family currently identify, if any? (SELECT ALL THAT 
APPLY) 

� Orthodox 
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� Conservative  

� Reconstructionist 

� Reform 

� Renewal 

� Non-denominational 

� Secular/Culturally Jewish 

� Just Jewish 

� Other, please specify: ______________________________ 

47. Do you identify with any of the following Jewish ethnicities? (SELECT ALL THAT APPLY)  

� Ashkenazi (European) 

� Sephardi (Spanish or Mediterranean) 

� Mizrachi (Middle Eastern)  

� None of the above 
48. Thinking about the OLDEST child in your household, is this child being raised…       

a. Jewish (religiously, culturally, or both)                                                                                                
b. Jewish and something else, please specify: _________________________________ 
c. Something else, please specify: ________________________________________ 
d. No religion 
e. Not yet decided 

 

 
 

49. SKIP if 58=c, d and 60=d How important is being Jewish in your life?   
a. Not at all important 
b. Not too important 
c. Somewhat important 
d. Very important 

50. SKIP if 58=c, d and 60=d To what extent do you… 
 Not at all A Little Somewhat Very Much 

a. Feel being 
Jewish 
enhances your 
life? 

    

b. Feel being 
Jewish is part 

    

Feeling/meaning of Judaism 
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of your daily 
life? 

 
51. To what extent do you feel you belong to a Jewish community?  

a. Not at all 
b. A little 
c. Somewhat 
d. Very much 
e. Not sure 

52. How would you rate your engagement in Jewish life? 
a. Not at all  
b. A little 
c. Somewhat 
d. Very much 
e. Not sure 

 
53. Thinking about what you want to transmit to your child/children about being Jewish, please 

indicate how important the following concepts are (Please SELECT one response option for each 
row):  

 Not at all 
Important 

A little 
Important 

Somewhat 
Important 

Very 
Important 

Not sure 

a. Being Jewish is a 
matter of culture. 

     

b. Being Jewish is a 
matter of heritage. 

     

c. Being Jewish is a 
matter of religion. 

     

d. Being Jewish 
provides an ethical 
roadmap to one’s 
life. 

     

 
54. Of the items you marked very important which is the most important to transmit to your 

child/children about being Jewish? 

Drop down menu with items marked “very important” from above table (#71) 
 
 
 

Frequency of behavior 
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55. Is your family a member of a temple, synagogue, or independent minyan? 
a. Yes 
b. No 

 
56. Aside from special occasions like weddings, funerals and bar/bat mitzvahs, how often did you 

attend Jewish religious services at a synagogue, temple, minyan, havurah, or other location in 
the last 12 months?   

a. More than once a week 
b. Once a week 
c. Once or twice a month 
d. A few times a year  
e. Seldom 
f. Never 

 
 

57. Please indicate how often one or more members of your family took part in each of the 
following Shabbat observances in the last 12 months.   

 Every week Once or 
twice a 
month 

A few 
times a year 

Seldom Never 

a. Light candles on 
Friday night 

     

b. Have a special 
meal on Friday 
night or Shabbat 
day 

     

c. Attend a family 
synagogue 
service/Tot 
Shabbat (Friday or 
Saturday) 

     

d. Attend an adult 
synagogue service 
(Friday or 
Saturday) 

     

e. Say Havdalah 
(concluding prayer 
for Shabbat)  
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58. Please indicate how often your family took part in the following aspects of Jewish or Israel-
themed culture in the last 12 months. 

 More than 
once a week Once a week 

Once or 
twice a 
month 

A few 
times a 
year 

Seldom Never 

a. Jewish or Israeli food       

b. Jewish or Israeli 
music 

      

c. Jewish or Israeli 
books 

      

d. Use Yiddish, Hebrew, 
or Jewish words or 
phrases 

      

e. Wear clothing or 
jewelry that shows 
you are Jewish 

      

f. Other (open ended) 
_________________ 

 

      

 
59. How often did you visit websites and/or use social media or apps for Jewish or Israel-themed 

topics in the last 12 months?  
a. More than once a week 
b. Once a week 
c. Once or twice a month 
d. A few times a year 
e. Seldom 
f. Never 

 
 

 
 
 

60. Does one or more members of your immediate family observe holidays from faith traditions 
other than Judaism, either in your own home or somewhere else?  

a. Yes 
b. No 

Where you celebrate 
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61. If participant responded “yes”: When one or more members of your immediate family observes 
holidays from other faith traditions, do you observe them (SELECT ALL THAT APPLY):  

� In your home 

� In the home of friends or family 

� With friends 

� With extended family (my child’s grandparents, aunts, uncles, cousins) 

� In my child's early care and education center 

� In a place of worship 

� In a secular, public gathering place 

� Other 

62. For each of the following Jewish holidays, please indicate whether you and/or any other 
member of your immediate family typically observes the holiday.  (SELECT ALL THAT APPLY)  

 Yes No 
a. High Holidays (Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur)   

b. Chanukah   

c. Passover   

 
63. If participant responded “yes”: When one or more members of your immediate family observes 

[Holiday fills in from above – repeat as necessary], do you/they observe [holiday] (SELECT ALL 
THAT APPLY): 

� In your home 

� In the home of friends or family 

� With friends 

� With extended family (my child’s grandparents, aunts, uncles, cousins) 

� In your child's early care and education center 

� In a place of worship 

� In a secular, public gathering place 

� Other 

64. How frequently did you participate in activities, events, or programs that you would consider 
“Jewish” in the last 12 months? This could be something you did at home (such as celebrate 
Shabbat), something you did around the Jewish community (such as attending a communal 
holiday event), or something else that feels “Jewish” to you (such as eating Jewish food or 
wearing a Jewish star). 

a. More than once a week 
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b. Once a week 
c. Once or twice a month 
d. A few times a year 
e. Seldom 
f. Never 

65. In the last 12 months, would you say that you mainly participated in activities, events, or 
programs that you would consider Jewish… 

a. Exclusively in the home 
b. Mainly in the home and sometimes outside the home (i.e., in the community) 
c. About equally inside and outside the home 
d. Mainly outside the home and sometimes inside the home 
e. Exclusively outside the home (i.e., in the community) 

66.  How confident are you that: 
a. You know about Jewish programs specifically for families with young children in your 

area? 
i. Not at all  

ii. A little 
iii. Somewhat 
iv. Very  

b. You know about Jewish programs of all types offered in your area? 
i. Not at all  

ii. A little 
iii. Somewhat 
iv. Very  

 
 
 
 

67. Which of the following play/learning materials do you have in your household, if any? (SELECT 
ALL THAT APPLY)  

� Jewish children's books 

� Jewish children's music 

� Jewish-themed toys (toy Shabbat set, toy menorah, toy Noah's ark, etc.) 

� Jewish-themed puzzles 

� Jewish board games 

� Jewish card games 

� Toys with Hebrew letters (magnets, blocks, puzzles, etc.) 

� Other (write in): __________________________________________ 

Home Practice 
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68. Is there a Jewish professional (rabbi, cantor, educator, etc.) who you feel comfortable speaking 
with when you have a question or a need?  

a. Yes 
b. No 
c. Not sure 
d. Not applicable 

69. How many of your close friends are Jewish?  
a. All of them 
b. Most of them 
c. Some of them 
d. Hardly any of them 
e. None of them (SKIP TO question 90) 
f. Don’t know (SKIP TO question 90) 

 
70.  How often did you get together with your Jewish friends in the last 12 months? 

a. More than once a week 
b. Once a week 
c. Once or twice a month 
d. A few times a year 
e. Seldom 
f. Never 

 
71. When you got together with your Jewish friends in the last 12 months, how often did you spend 

time doing Jewish things?  
a. All the time 
b. Most of the time 
c. About half of the time 
d. Some of the time 
e. Never 

72. In what ways do members of your extended family (e.g., your child’s grandparents, aunts, 
uncles, cousins) support your family's Jewish life, if at all? (SELECT ALL THAT APPLY)  

� Hosting holiday celebrations 

� Giving Jewish gifts for birthdays and/or holidays 

� Sharing Jewish family stories 

� Initiating Jewish activities (e.g. visiting Jewish museums, attending Jewish events, etc.) 

Relational engagement 
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� With financial support (e.g., for cost of Jewish schools, cost of Jewish camps, synagogue 
costs) 

� My extended family does not support my family’s Jewish life 

� Other:  ____________ 

 
HOUSEHOLD COMPOSITION 
We are turning to you to understand how parents raising young Jewish children choose educational 
programs. In addition, we hope to learn about how being Jewish does or does not play a role in the lives 
of families with young children. For this reason, we need to know a little about you and your children, so 
we will now ask a few questions about your household.   
Now we are going to ask you for information about each person who lives in your household, 
including yourself. To avoid collecting names, we will refer to each person as Person #1, Person #2, 
Person #3, etc. We will ask a series of questions about each person. 
 
For each child in your household, we will ask about the child’s current educational activities.  
 
For each adult in your household, we will ask about the adult’s past and present Jewish activities. 

6. How many individuals live in your household, including yourself? 

Dropdown menu: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10 

7. What is your age? 

Dropdown menu: < 1, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7-11, 12-17, 18-24, 25-29, 30-34, …, 90+ 

8. What is your gender? 

Dropdown menu:  male, female, gender fluid/non-binary, something else (please 
specify) 
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9. What is your current marital status? 

a. Never married, not living with a partner 

b. Living with a partner 

c. Married  

d. Separated 

e. Divorced 

f. Widowed 

g. Other, please specify 

10. What is your relationship to the oldest child in your household? 

Dropdown menu: biological or adoptive parent step parent, biological or adoptive 
sibling, step sibling, other family member (e.g., aunts/uncles), other (specify) 

11. Which of the following activities, if any have you participated in? (SELECT all that apply) 

� Attended a full-time Jewish school, such as a Yeshiva or Jewish day school (IF SELECTED, 
show question 12)  

� Participated in some kind of formal Jewish educational program, such as Hebrew School, 
Religious School, or Sunday School (IF SELECTED, show question 13)  

� Attended a summer camp (day or overnight) with Jewish content (IF SELECTED, show 
question 14)  

� Bar/bat mitzvah 

� Participated in a Jewish youth group (e.g., BBYO, NFTY) (IF SELECTED, show question 15)   

� During undergraduate years, attended programs, events, classes, services or meals 
sponsored by a Jewish organization on campus (e.g., Hillel, Chabad) (IF SELECTED, show 
question 16)  

� Visited Israel (IF SELECTED, show question 17)  

� Don’t know 

12. How long did you attend a Jewish school?  

a. 1 year  

b. 2 years 

c. 3 years 

d. 4 years 

e. 5+ years 

f. Don’t know 

13. How long did you attend Hebrew School, Religious School, or Sunday School?  

a. 1 year 
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b. 2 years 

c. 3 years 

d. 4 years 

e. 5+ years 

f. Don’t know 

14.  How long did you attend a camp with Jewish content?  

a. 1 year 

b. 2 years 

c. 3 years 

d. 4 years 

e. 5+ years 

f. Don’t know 

15. How long did you participate in a Jewish youth group?  

a. 1 year 

b. 2 years 

c. 3 years 

d. 4 years 

e. 5+ years 

f. Don’t know 

16. How often did you attend programs, events, classes, services, or meals sponsored by a Jewish 
organization on campus?  

a. More than once a week 

b. Once a week 

c. Once or twice a month 

d. A few times a year 

e. Seldom 

f. Never 

17. How many times have you visited Israel?  

a. 1 

b. 2 -3 

c. 4+ 

18. What is the age of Person #2? 
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Dropdown menu: < 1, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7-11, 12-17, 18-24, 25-29, 30-34, …, 90+ 

19. What is the gender of Person #2 

Dropdown menu:  male, female, gender fluid/non-binary, something else (please specify) 

20. What is Person #2’s relationship to you? 

Dropdown menu: spouse, fiancé/e, significant other, child (biological or adopted), stepchild, 
foster child, parent or step-parent, mother- or father-in-law, sibling, roommate/ housemate, 
other (specify) 

21. What is Person #2’s relationship to the oldest child in your household? 

Dropdown menu: this is the oldest child, biological or adoptive parent step parent, biological 
or adoptive sibling, step sibling, other family member (e.g., aunts/uncles), other (specify) 

22. (SHOW IF: age of Person #2 is <1, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7-11, or 12-17) Which of the following 
educational activities, if any, does Person #2 currently participate in? (SELECT all that apply) 

� Tot Shabbat 

� Early Enrichment Program (infant/toddler programs such as parent-child classes, 
playgroups, music or physical activities)  

� Early Care and Education Program (such as preschool, nursery school, family child care; 
home-based care, private or public pre-kindergarten)  

� Kindergarten at a public school 

� Kindergarten at a full-time secular or non-Jewish private school 

� Public school (grade 1 -12) 

� A full-time Jewish day school (grade 1 – 12) 

� A full-time secular or non-Jewish private school (grade 1 – 12) 

� A Jewish part-time school, such as Hebrew School, Religious School, or Sunday School  

� Any form of Jewish informal, experiential, or supplemental education (e.g., day camp or 
overnight camp, youth group, tutoring, or private classes) 

23. (SHOW IF: age of Person #2 is <17) Which of the following activities, if any, has Person #2 
participated in? (SELECT all that apply) 

� Attended a full-time Jewish school, such as a Yeshiva or Jewish day school (IF SELECTED, 
show question 24)  

� Participated in some kind of formal Jewish educational program, such as Hebrew School, 
Religious School, or Sunday School (IF SELECTED, show question 25)  

� Attended a summer camp (day or overnight) with Jewish content (IF SELECTED, show 
question 26)  

� Bar/bat mitzvah 

� Participated in a Jewish youth group (e.g., BBYO, NFTY) (IF SELECTED, show question 27)   
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� During undergraduate years, attended programs, events, classes, services or meals 
sponsored by a Jewish organization on campus (e.g., Hillel, Chabad) (IF SELECTED, show 
question 28)  

� Visited Israel (IF SELECTED, show question 29)  

� Don’t know 

24. How long did Person #2 attend a Jewish school?  

a. 1 year  

b. 2 years 

c. 3 years 

d. 4 years 

e. 5+ years 

f. Don’t know 

25. How long did Person #2 attend Hebrew School, Religious School, or Sunday School?  

a. 1 year 

b. 2 years 

c. 3 years 

d. 4 years 

e. 5+ years 

f. Don’t know 

26.  How long did Person #2 attend a camp with Jewish content?  

a. 1 year 

b. 2 years 

c. 3 years 

d. 4 years 

e. 5+ years 

f. Don’t know 

27. How long did Person #2 participate in a Jewish youth group?  

a. 1 year 

b. 2 years 

c. 3 years 

d. 4 years 

e. 5+ years 

f. Don’t know 
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28. How often did Person #2 attend programs, events, classes, services, or meals sponsored by a 
Jewish organization on campus?  

a. More than once a week 

b. Once a week 

c. Once or twice a month 

d. A few times a year 

e. Seldom 

f. Never 

29. How many times has Person #2 visited Israel?  

a. 1 

b. 2 -3 

c. 4+ 

(REPEAT QUESTIONS 18-29 FOR ALL HOUSEHOLD MEMBERS BASED ON ANSWER TO QUESTION #6) 

 
EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES 

Ø There are 5 categories of households based on the roster: 

o Households with a 7-year-old in kindergarten and no child in preschool (with or without 
a sibling in early enrichment) (USE KINDERGARTEN WORDING)  

o Households with a 7-year-old in kindergarten and a child age 5 or younger attending 
either preschool or early enrichment (USE PRESCHOOL WORDING) 

o Households with a child age 7 or younger who is currently attending a preschool 
program (with or without a sibling in early enrichment) (USE PRESCHOOL WORDING)  

o Households with a child age 7 or younger who is in early enrichment and no child in 
preschool or kindergarten (USE ENRICHMENT WORDING) 

o Households with a child age 7 or younger who is not currently attending a preschool 
program or in an early enrichment program (without a sibling in early 
enrichment/preschool, including parents who report being currently pregnant with their 
first child) (USE FUTURE WORDING)  

 
Now we would like to ask you some questions about your child’s educational activities.  
Please answer the following questions regarding your child CURRENTLY enrolled in an early care and 
education program. 
If you have more than one child currently enrolled in an early care and education program, please 
answer regarding your OLDEST child CURRENTLY enrolled.  
Please answer the following questions regarding your child CURRENTLY enrolled in kindergarten. 
Please answer the following questions regarding your child CURRENTLY participating in an early 
enrichment program. 

30. Was your child previously enrolled in a child care center, preschool, or nursery school?  
a. Yes 
b. No (SKIP TO question 56) 
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31. Which describes the types of early care and education programs you considered for your child? 
Which describes the types of early care and education programs you considered for your child? 

a. Only Jewish early care and education programs 
b. Jewish and non-Jewish early care and education programs 
c. Only non-Jewish early care and education programs 

 
32. How old was your child when they first went to an early care and education program?  

How old was your child when they first went to an early care and education program?  
a. Under 1 year 
b. 1 
c. 2 
d. 3 
e. 4 

 
 

39. Thinking about the program where your child spent the most time, was the child care center, 
preschool, or nursery school Jewish or connected with a Jewish organization? 

a. Yes  
b. No (SKIP TO question 41) 

Is your child’s early care and education program Jewish or connected with a Jewish organization?  
a. Yes  
b. No (SKIP TO question 41) 

 
Is your child’s early enrichment program Jewish or connected with a Jewish organization?  

a. Yes  
b. No (SKIP TO question 41) 

 
73. Ask only if zip codes fall into areas for 3 communities’ federations and answered “yes” to 

question 39 
What was the name of the early care and education program where your child  spent the most 
time?  
What is the name of the early care and education program that your child attends?  
What is the name of the early enrichment program that your child attends?  

 
FOR EARLY CARE AND EDUCATION: Drop down menu with community specific Jewish 
schools and ”none of the above” 
FOR EARLY ENRICHMENT: Drop down menu with community specific Jewish schools OR 
write-in textbox 

 
74. How long did your child attend this early care and education program?  

How long has your child attended this early care and education program?  
a. Less than six months 
b. 6 months – less than 1 year 
c. 1 year – less than 2 years 
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d. 2 years or more  

How often has your family participated in this early enrichment program in the past 12 months? 
a. More than once a week 
b. Once a week 
c. Once or twice a month 
d. A few times a year 
e. Seldom 

 
75. How many days each week did your child go to this early care and education program?  

How many days each week does your child go to this early care and education program?  
a. 1 
b. 2 
c. 3 
d. 4 
e. 5 

 
76. How many hours each week did your child go to this early care and education program?  

How many hours each week does your child go to this early care and education program?  
a. 0-8 
b. 9-16 
c. 17-24 
d. 25-31 
e. 32-40 
f. 41+ 

 
77. Did this early care and education program meet 12 months per year?  
Does this early care and education program meet 12 months per year?  

a. Yes 
b. No 

 
 
78. How would you rate the overall quality of this early care and education program?  
How would you rate the overall quality of this early care and education program?  

a. Best I can imagine  
b. Better than I had expected to find for my child 
c. Good for my child 
d. Good enough for my child, but not as good as I’d wish for  
e. Only good enough for the short-term  
f. Not good enough for my child 

 
79. How happy have you been with your experience?  
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How happy have you been with your experience?  
How happy have you been with your experience? 

a. Not at all happy 
b. A little happy 
c. Somewhat happy 
d. Very happy 

80. How important was each of these reasons when you chose the early care and 
education program where your child spent most of their time? (Please SELECT one 
option for each row)    
How important was each of these reasons when you chose the early care and 
education program where your child spends the most time? (Please SELECT one 
option for each row)   
 
 

 Not at all 
important  

A little 
important 

Somewhat 
Important 

Very 
important  

Does not 
apply 

a. The location of the 
program 

     

b. The cost of the 
program 

     

c. The reliability of 
the program 

     

d. The learning 
activities at the 
program 

     

e. The child spending 
time with other 
kids their age 

     

f. The times during 
the day that the 
program is able to 
provide care 

     

g. The number of 
other children in 
this child’s care 
group 

     

h. The reputation of 
the program 

     

i. Recommendations 
from friends and 
family 
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j. My friends send 
their children to 
the program 

     

k. The warmth of the 
staff 

     

l. The quality of care 
     

m. The language(s) 
spoken at the 
program  

     

n.  Meeting other 
parents with 
young children 

     

o. [For parents who 
chose JECE] The 
program provides 
Jewish education 
[For parents who 
did not chose 
JECE] The program 
does not provide 
Jewish education   

     

p. [For parents who 
chose JECE] The 
program provides 
exposure to 
Jewish culture 

     

q. Other (please 
specify) 

     

 

 
81. For each of the features that you marked as very important, which met your expectations?  

For each of the features that you marked as very important, which met your expectations? 
Populate list of items marked “very important” from table above (#47). For each item, options 
include: 
a. Met expectations 
b. Did not meet expectations 

 
82. Of the reasons listed above, which was the most important reason that you chose this early care 

and education program for your child?  
 

Of the reasons listed above, which was the most important reason that you chose this early care 
and education program for your child?     
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Drop down menu with items marked “very important” from above table (#47) 
83. How much are the following statements like your child’s previous educator?  (Please SELECT one 

response option for each row) 
 

My child care educator…  
 Not at all 

like my 
educator 

A little like 
my 
educator 

A lot like my 
educator 

Exactly like 
my educator 

a. Asked me questions to show he/she 
cared about my family. 

    

b. Encouraged me to be involved in all 
aspects of my child’s care and 
education. 

    

c. Listened to my ideas about ways to 
change or improve the care and 
education my child received. 

    

d. Respected me as a parent. 
    

e. Shared information with me about 
my child’s day. 

    

f. Told me how my child was 
progressing towards goals or 
developmental milestones. 

    

g. Showed respect for different ethnic 
heritages. 

    

h. Was respectful of religious beliefs. 

    

i. (Show IF: i child attends a Jewish 
program) Helped families provide 
Jewish experiences for their 
children. 

    

j.  (Show IF:  child attends a Jewish 
program) Taught my child about 
Jewish life. 
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How much are the following statements like your child’s educator?  (Please SELECT one box for each 
row) 

My child care educator…  
 Not at all 

like my 
educator 

A little like 
my educator 

A lot like my 
educator 

Exactly like my 
educator 

k. Asks me questions to show he/she 
cares about my family. 

    

l. Encourages me to be involved in all 
aspects of my child’s care and 
education. 

    

m. Listens to my ideas about ways to 
change or improve the care and 
education my child receives. 

    

n. Respects me as a parent. 
    

o. Shares information with me about 
my child’s day. 

    

p. Tells me how my child is progressing 
towards goals or developmental 
milestones. 

    

q. Shows respect for different ethnic 
heritages. 

    

r. Is respectful of religious beliefs. 

    

s. (Show IF: i child attends a Jewish 
program) Helps families provide 
Jewish experiences for their children. 

    

t.  (Show IF:  child attends a Jewish 
program) Teaches my child about 
Jewish life. 

    

 

 
84. [If question 39 = yes] How much do you agree with the following statements? (Please SELECT one 

option for each row) As a result of enrolling my child in this early care and education program… 
[If question 39 = yes] How much do you agree with the following statements? (Please SELECT one 
box for each row) As a result of enrolling my child in this early care and education program… 
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 Strongly 
disagree Disagree Neutral Agree Strongly 

agree Not sure 

a. I feel more a part of the 
Jewish community created 
by the early care and 
education program. 

      

b. I feel more a part of the 
local Jewish community. 

      

c. I feel more a part of the 
global Jewish community. 

      

d. I feel greater pride in being 
Jewish. 

      

e. I can see greater relevance 
of Judaism to my own life. 

      

f. I know more about 
different ways of being 
Jewish. 

      

g. I am interested in learning 
about Jewish heritage 
traditions, values, and/or 
culture. 

      

h. I have made friends who 
are Jewish. 

      

i. I started a new Jewish 
tradition in my 
home/family. 

      

j. I built upon a Jewish 
tradition in my 
home/family. 

      

k. I have not changed any 
Jewish traditions in my 
home/family. 
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l. I have joined a Jewish 
organization (e.g., JCC, 
synagogue). 

      
 
 

 
85. Has your child ever attended a Jewish early enrichment program (infant/toddler programs such 

as parent-child classes, playgroups, music or physical activities)?  
a. Yes 
b. No (SKIP TO question 56) 

 
Has your child ever attended a Jewish early enrichment program (infant/toddler programs such 
as parent-child classes, playgroups, music or physical activities)?  

b. Yes 
c. No (SKIP TO question 57) 

 
[If Yes] How often did your family participate in this early enrichment program?  
[If Yes] How often did your family participate in this early enrichment program? 

a. More than once a week 
b. Once a week 
c. Once or twice a month 
d. A few times a year 
e. Seldom 

 
86. (If child is not yet in child care) Are you currently considering, or will you soon be considering a preschool or 

child care program for one or more of your children?  
Are you currently considering, or will you soon be considering a preschool or child care program for one or 
more of your children? 

a. Yes  
b. No (SKIP TO question 57) 

87. How likely is it that you will choose a Jewish school or program?  
How likely is it that you will choose a Jewish school or program? 

a. Very likely 
b. Somewhat likely 
c. Not very likely 
d. Not likely at all 

88. How important do you think each of the following factors will be for you when considering an early care and 
education program for your child? (Please SELECT one response for each row)  
How important do you think each of the following factors will be for you when considering an early care and 
education program for your child? (Please SELECT one response option for each row) 

 Not at all 
important 

A little 
important 

Somewhat 
important 

Very 
important  

Does 
not 
apply 
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a. The location of the program      

b. The cost of the program      

c. The reliability of the program      

d. The learning activities at the 
program 

     

e. The child spending time with other 
kids his/her age 

     

f. The times during the day that the 
program is able to provide care 

     

g. The number of other children in this 
child’s care group 

     

h. The reputation of the program      

i. Recommendations from friends 
and family 

     

j. My friends send their children 
there 

     

k. The warmth of the staff 
     

l. The quality of care   
     

m. The language(s) spoken at the 
program  

      

n. Meeting other parents with young 
children 

     

o. The program provides Jewish 
education 

      

p. The program does not provide 
Jewish education 

     

q. The program provides exposure to 
Jewish culture 

     

r. Other (please specify) 
     

 

 
89. Does your child currently attend (SELECT ALL THAT APPLY)…  

� Hebrew or Jewish Religious/Supplementary/Sunday school  

� Non-Jewish Religious school  
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� Jewish day school 

� Public or public charter school 

� Non-Jewish private school  

� Home school for Jewish education 

� Home school for secular education 

� Jewish day camp 

� Secular day camp 

Please answer the following question regarding ALL of your children.  
 
[If selected Tot Shabbat in HH Roster] How often did you participate in a Tot Shabbat with your 
child(ren) in the last 12 months? 

a. More than once a week 
b. Once a week 
c. Once or twice a month 
d. A few times a year 
e. Seldom 
f. Never  
g. Not sure 

 
90. In the future, how likely are you to send your child[ren] to… (Please SELECT one response for 

each row) 
In the future, how likely are you to send your child[ren] to… (Please SELECT one response option 
for each row) 
In the future, how likely are you to send your child[ren] to… (Please SELECT one response option 
for each row) 
(Please CHECK one box for each row) In the future, how likely are you to send your child[ren] 
to…  

 
 Not at all 

likely 
A little 
likely 

Somewhat 
likely 

Very 
likely 

Not 
sure 

a. (only applicable if youngest child is not 
already in preschool) Jewish preschool 

     

b. Hebrew or Jewish 
Religious/Supplementary/Sunday school  

     

c. Non-Jewish Religious school      

d. Jewish day school      

e. Public or public charter school      
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f. Non-Jewish private school      

g. Home school for Jewish education      
h. Home school for secular education      
i. Jewish day camp      

j. Jewish sleepaway camp      

k. Secular day or sleepaway camp      

l. Other Jewish program       

 
 
ENGAGEMENT BEFORE BIRTH OF FIRST (SKIP PAGE IF #5 = Yes) 
Before we conclude with some additional demographic questions, we’d like to ask you about your 
religious and cultural traditions, behaviors, values, and beliefs in the year (12 months) before your first 
child was born. 
 
33. Were you a member of a temple, synagogue, or independent minyan during the 12 months before 

your first child was born? 
a. Yes 
b. No 
 

34. Aside from special occasions like weddings, funerals, and bar/bat mitzvahs, how often did you 
attend Jewish religious services at a synagogue, temple, minyan, havurah, or other location during 
the 12 months before your first child was born? 

a. More than once a week 
b. Once a week 
c. Once or twice a month 
d. A few times a year  
e. Seldom  
f. Never 

  
35. For each of the following Jewish holidays, please indicate whether you and/or your partner (if 

applicable) observed the holiday during the 12 months before your first child was born. (SELECT ALL 
THAT APPLY) 

 
 Yes No 

a. High Holidays (Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur)   

b. Chanukah   

c. Passover   
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 35a. (If yes to High Holidays) Did you/they observe High Holidays 

� In your home? 

� In the home of friends or family? 

� With friends? 

� With extended family (my child’s grandparents, aunts, uncles, cousins)? 

� In a place of worship? 

� In a secular, public gathering place? 

35b. (If yes to Chanukah) Did you/they observe Chanukah 
� In your home 

� In the home of friends or family 

� With friends 

� With extended family (my child’s grandparents, aunts, uncles, cousins) 

� In a place of worship 

� In a secular, public gathering place 

35c. (If yes to Passover) Did you/they observe Passover 
� In your home 

� In the home of friends or family 

� With friends 

� With extended family (my child’s grandparents, aunts, uncles, cousins) 

� In a place of worship 

� In a secular, public gathering place 
 

36. In the 12 months before your child was born, how many of your close friends were Jewish? 
a. All of them 
b. Most of them 
c. Some of them 
d. Hardly any of them 
e. None of them (SKIP next question) 
f. Don’t know (SKIP next question) 

 
37. In the 12 months before your child was born, how often did you get together with your Jewish 

friends to do something Jewish? 
a. More than once a week 
b. Once a week 
c. Once or twice a month 
d. A few times a year 
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e. Seldom  
f. Never  

 
38. In the 12 months before your first child was born, how important was being Jewish in your life? 

a. Not at all important 
b. Not too important 
c. Somewhat important 
d. Very important 

 
 
DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS – CHILD’S PARENT #1 
We’d like to ask you some demographic questions.  

 
91. In what country were you born?  

a. United States 
b. Israel 
c. Former Soviet Union 
d. Other, please specify: __________________________ 

92. [Skip if no partner reported] In what country was your partner born? 
a. United States 
b. Israel 
c. Former Soviet Union 
d. Other, please specify: __________________________ 

93. Where were you raised primarily?  
a. The DC Metro area23 
b. The Chicago Metro area24 
c. The Seattle-Tacoma-Bellevue Metro area25 
d. Elsewhere in the United States 
e. Israel 
f. Former Soviet Union 
g. Other country, please specify: _________________________ 

 

94. To what extent do you and your partner agree about the ways in which your family practices 
Judaism?  

 
23 The Metropolitan DC area is defined as Montgomery and Prince George’s Counties, MD; Washington, DC; 
Arlington, Fairfax, Loudon, and Prince William Counties, VA; and the cities of Alexandria, Fairfax, Falls Church, 
Manassas, and Manassas Park, VA. 
24 The Chicago Metropolitan area is defined as Cook, DuPage, Kane, Lake, McHenry, and Will Counties, IL. 
25 The Seattle–Tacoma–Bellevue Metropolitan area is defined as King, Snohomish, and Pierce Counties, WA. 
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a. Not at all 
b. A little 
c. Somewhat 
d. Very much 

95. Which of the following statements best describes the way you and your partner support your 
family's Jewish life?  

a. Most of our family's Jewish life takes place as a result of my efforts 
b. My partner and I participate equally in making sure our family takes part in Jewish life  
c. Most of our family's experience of Jewish life takes place as a result of my partner's 

efforts 

96. What is the highest level of schooling you have completed?   
a. Some high school  
b. High school diploma or equivalent 
c. Some college or technical school 
d. Associate’s degree 
e. Bachelor's degree 
f. Master's degree 
g. Professional degree 
h. Doctoral degree 

97. Are you currently working for pay?  
a. Working (employed or self-employed) full-time 
b. Working (employed or self-employed) part-time 
c. Stay at home parent  
d. Unemployed or out of work 
e. Full-time student 
f. Retired 
g. Disabled or unable to work  

HOUSEHOLD FINANCES 

We’d like to ask you questions about your household’s economic circumstances. Remember you do not 
have to answer any questions you don’t want to. 

98. Approximately what is your total household income? Please include income from wages and 
salaries earned by you or other adults in your household. Also include governmental assistance, 
gifts, or other income you may have had.   

a. Less than $25,000 
b. $25,000 to $49,999 
c. $50,000 to $99,999 
d. $100,000 to $149,999 
e. $150,000 to $249,999 
f. $250,000 to $499,999 
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g. $500,000 or more 
h.  Prefer not to answer 

99. Which of the following words or phrases best describes your household’s standard of living?  
a. Prosperous 
b. Living very comfortably 
c. Living reasonably comfortably 
d. Just getting along 
e. Nearly poor 
f. Poor 
g. Prefer not to answer 

THANK YOU AND INCENTIVES 

Please feel free to provide any additional comments about early care and education and/or your 
Jewish life or information about your answers in the box below.  

_________________________________________________________ (Length: 0-3000 characters)  
Otherwise, you can click NEXT to end the survey.  

NEXT 
Thank you for participating in the survey. [For first 2000 respondents] You will now be taken to a 
separate form to provide your contact information to be entered into a raffle for a $100 Amazon 
gift card and for future follow ups for this longitudinal study. This information will not be stored 
with the responses you have provided on this survey. [For respondents after first 2000] You will 
now be taken to a separate form to provide your contact information to receive a $10 Amazon gift 
card and for future follow ups for this longitudinal study. You will receive the gift card within 5 
business days. This information will not be stored with the responses you have provided on this 
survey.   
Participants will be auto forwarded to the website that will ask for their email address after 5 
seconds  

 

 


