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● The revernacularization of Hebrew in Israel and the 
presence of Israelis in the U.S. has led to changes in how 
Jews understand “Hebrew” and the goals of Hebrew 
education

● Historically part-time Jewish schools had more contact 
hours and were able to focus on Hebrew proficiency (Ivrit
b’Ivrit: Benderly Boys)

● Bar/bat mitzvah became an important organizing 
principle in American synagogues and their schools



How is Hebrew taught and perceived at American Jewish 
part-time schools? 

• Rationales, goals
• Types of Hebrew and skills
• Teaching methods
• Stakeholders’ perceptions of success



Data Collection (pre-COVID-19):
● Fall 2018: 20 expert interviews, survey of 519 school 

directors
● Spring 2019: Subsample of 8 schools representing diversity

in denomination, region, size, approach:
○ Surveys of students, parents, teachers, and clergy
○ Classroom observations in those schools +4 more

Data Analysis:
● Statistical analysis of quantitative data
● Interpretive analysis of qualitative data



Observations and 
constituent surveys
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Avineri (2012, 2014, 2017, 2018, 2019)
• Beliefs about language 
• Personal connection to language
• Affective relationship with language
• Valuing language
• Knowledge of language
• Focus on what is happening



Benor (2019)
Exposure to 
linguistic elements: 
• vocabulary
• songs
• signs

Sri Lankan Tamils in Canada (Canagarajah 2013)
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Less Hebrew-rich More Hebrew-rich
Decoding (+) Conversation
Textual Hebrew (+) Modern Hebrew



● Recognize that 
proficiency is unlikely 
in the limited hours 
they have

● But expose students to 
routinized elements of 
Hebrew in fun, 
communal ways



● Hebrew songs
● Hebrew signs
● Using and teaching 

Jewish life vocabulary







● Teacher: “Modern conversational Hebrew is not the primary 
goal – the primary goal of our program is to educate the 
students in Hebrew that will allow them to pray with other Jews 
and to succeed at their Bar and Bat Mitzvahs.”



● Prime motivator for many 
families to participate in Jewish 
education



● Prime motivator for many 
families to participate in Jewish 
education

● Causes tension

Educational leader:
“Bar/bat mitzvah is the third rail 
of Jewish education. I’ve heard 
it from many educators. It’s the 
big obstacle, but it’s also the big 
opportunity.”





Parents’ 
rationales for 
Hebrew use 
differ from 
what school 
directors 
expect





All groups are 
generally satisfied 
with the school and 
its Hebrew 
education, but a bit 
less satisfied with 
the school’s Hebrew 
education.

Great extent

Moderate extent

Small extent

Not at all
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Factors that school directors, teachers, and clergy indicate as 
helping their schools achieve their Hebrew education goals
● Having clear, attainable, measurable goals; assessment
● Communication: building relationships and buy-in, 

communicating goals and progress
● Teachers: experienced, committed, motivated, engaging
● Small class size, small groups, differentiation, individualized 

attention, or students working at their own pace, including 
leveling “based on ability rather than grade.”

● Optional additional instruction
● A small amount of gamified homework
● Approach, especially #OnwardHebrew, Hebrew Through 

Movement
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● Limited contact hours (average: 3.9/week, 1.7 on Hebrew)
● Students’ and parents’ competing priorities, overscheduled lives, 

poor motivation
● Students not doing homework
● Shortage of teachers who are skilled, experienced, and able to 

speak Hebrew
● Unclear or conflicting goals



















● Consortium for Applied Studies in Jewish Education 
(CASJE)

● Hebrew at the Center
● Research & editorial assistants
● Graphic designers
● Full report 
● eJewishPhilanthropy article

https://www.casje.org/HebrewEdPartTime
https://ejewishphilanthropy.com/lets-stop-calling-it-hebrew-schoolnew-study-debunks-myths-about-part-time-jewish-education/?utm_source=July%2029%2C%202020&utm_campaign=Wed%20July%2029&utm_medium=email&fbclid=IwAR34DGeMykzbFVTb7OuYYyfYdoRiOyPui1J3R96GsamSSCxP-SUxklu2Ujc


Todah rabah!
!תודה רבה
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